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OUR    WINTER  NUMBER. 

The  Chemist  and  Deuggist  Winter  Number  will  be  pub- 
lished on  Jaiaary  Z3,  1899.  We  can  insert  circulars  and 
price-li&ls  in  that  issue,  and  any  firms  who  are 
thinking  of  making  a  good  advertisement  of  this  kind  to 
the  drug-trade  cannot  do  better  than  ask  the  C.  D. 
publisher  what  he  would  advise.  It  is  important  to  place 
orders  with  us  as  soon  as  possible.  There  is  no  question  of 
the  advantage  of  this  method  of  distributing  circulars  to  the 
trade.  The  cost  by  the  C.  if  D-  way  is  about  a  fourth  of 
what  it  is  sending  singly  by  circular-post ;  we  see  that  every 
one  of  our  insets  gets  to  a  live  business-man,  and  we  save 
advertisers  all  the  worry  and  trouble  of  addressing,  c&c. 


DIARY  COUPOVS. 

We  hope  home  subscribers  are  not  losing  sight  of  the  fact 
that  all  the  voting-cards  for  the  Diae?  competition  must  be 
posted  not  later  than  January  1,  1899  The  questions  asked 
are  easily  answerable,  and  either  subscribers  or  members  of 
their  families  or  of  their  staffs  are  equally  eligible  to  a  shaie 
of  the  ten  guineas  to  be  awarded. 

Drugs  and  Suegical-ixsteuments  to  the  value  cf 
16,663Z.  were  imported  to  the  Hawaiian  Islands  in  1897,  as 
compared  with  14,064Z.  in  1896. 


This  Number  ends  Vol.  LIII. 

A  Death  from  bromoform  is  reported  (p.  1032). 

Ax  Index  to  the  volume  is  inserted  between  p  1,054  and 
p.  1,055. 

Some  German  chemical-company  dividends  are  reported 
on  p.  1040. 

Dk.  Campbell  Black,  a  well-known  Glasgow  physician 
died  last  week  (p.  1040). 

Some  Novel  Ideas  in  the  way  of  adverlising  by  chemists 
are  reported  (p.  1057). 

The  late  Mr.  Charles  Lowe  (of  F.  C.  Calvert  &  Co.)  left  an 
estate  valued  at  173,347^.  2s  (p.  1056). 

MixciNG-LANE  BUSINESS  is  almoit  at  a  standstill  this 
week    Almond  oil  is  dearer  (p.  1061). 

An  Institute  has  been  opened  in  Southprn  India  for  pro- 
moting the  study  of  native  remedies  (p.  1053). 

There  is  an  opening  for  cBFervescinx  saline  in  the  United 
States,  says  a  New  York  correspondent  (p.  1036), 

"R.  J.  D."  conteibutes  some  Nesv-Year  thoughts  in 
regard  to  pharmaceutical  examinations  (p.  1C53). 

We  Review  the  year's  progress  in  p'harmacv  and  the 
drug-trade  in  a  Icng  article,  beginning  on  p.  1,043. 

Radium  is  the  name  of  a  new  substance  re^emblicg 
barium,  which  is  extremely  sensitive  to  light  (p.  1034). 

The  Russian  PLATixuM-iNDUSTur  is  largely  in  the 
hands  of  a  London  firm.  An  attempt  is  now  being  made  to 
Frenchify  it  (p.  1036). 

A  Scotch  Doctoe  has  written  a  new  version  of  "  When 
the  Kye  Come  Hame,"  to  meet  present-day  views  on 
tuberculosis  (p.  1056). 

Taylok's  Deug  Company,  f^ays  the  chairman,  served 
66,747  customers  in  the  week  enaing  December  10  at  their 
various  stores  (p.  1040). 

The  Dieectoes  of  a  Cardiff  drug  company  are  contem- 
plating some  arrangement  to  enable  them  '•  to  pay  regular 
dividends  in  the  future"  (p.  1040). 

The  Liverpool  Magistrate  has  voted  for  the  cow 
against  the  chemist  by  fining  a  defendant  who  had  added  a 
small  portion  of  formalin  to  some  milk  (p.  1033). 

The  Chemist  and  Druggist's  attitude  towards 
company-pharmacy  has  been  grossly  misrepresented  by 
those  who  should  know  better.  Our  view  is  restated  on 
p.  1052, 

We  give  the  result  of  our  "Invented  Word,"  competition, 
and  offer  another  prize  for  the  vote  for  the  five  best  words 
which  shall  correspond  most  nearly  with  tjhe  general  opinion 
(p.  1055). 

A  Canning  Town  Medical  Peactitioneh  is  charged 
with  man>laughter  and  perjury.  It  is  alleged  that  he  is 
unqualified,  and  has  assumed  tbe  name  of  a  registered  man 
(p.  1033). 

We  Give  a  Poeteait  op  Me.  Thomas  Lynch,  the 
well-known  druggists'  sundriesman,  with  whom  we  have  had 
an  interview  in  reference  to  his  retirement  from  business 
(p.  1041). 

In  Addition  to  the  penny  Imperial  postage,  new  parcel- 
rates  for  most  of  the  British  Colonies  have  been  adopted. 
We  mention  these  nr  d  print  a  fac-simile  of  the  new  Cana- 
dian stamp  on  p.  1053. 

The  British  Phae.maceutical  Conference  has  elected 
Dr.  Charles  Rice  (New  York),  Petit  (Piris),  und  Professor 
Tschirsch  (Berne)  honorarvmembers.  The  Conference  meets 
at  Plymouth  on  July  25,  1899  (p.  1054). 

A  Prosecution  for  the  sale  of  milk  of  sulphur  containing 
sulphate  of  lime  has  been  heaid  at  Petersfield.  The  snmmcna 
was  dismissed  on  the  evidence  that  the  substance  was  only 
required  to  be  equal  to  precipitated  sulphur  by  the  new  B  P. 
(p.  1038). 
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Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Death  from  Bromoform. 

At  Lancaster,  on  December  21,  an  inquest  was  held  on 
the  five-year-old  daughter  of  Wilkinson,  the  Infirmary  porter. 
Two  bottles  of  medicine,  it  appears,  had  been  made  up  by  the 
dispenser  and  given  to  the  father  of  the  child.  One 
mixture  consisted  of  bromoform,  mucilage,  and  water,  and 
after  the  last  dose  had  been  given  the  child  died.  The 
dispenser  said  it  was  the  first  time  he  had  given  medicine 
without  the  consent  of  the  doctor,  and  the  porter  said  he 
asked  the  dispenser  for  it  because  he  did  not  want  to 
trouble  the  doctor.  The  house-sur'.^eon  said  the  medicine 
was  properly  compounded,  suitable  for  whooping-cough. 
His  theory  was  that  the  whole  of  the  bromoform  had 
been  concentrated  in  the  last  dose  given  to  the  child, 
through  the  bottle  not  having  been  shaken  as  directed. 
The  verdict  was  death  from  misadventure. 

Chemist  Assaults  his  Wife. 

At  Bradford  City  Court  on  December  20  Henry  Kobinson, 
described  as  a  chemist,  was  summoned  by  his  wife  for 
assault.  It  was  alleged  that  while  in  drink  defendant  struck 
Mrs.  Robinson  a  severe  blow  in  the  face  with  his  fiat. 
Defendant  pleaded  aggravation  from  business  worries,  and 
the  mischief-making  propensities  of  his  wife,  but  was  fined 
11.  and  10s.  costs,  or  fifteen  days'  imprisonment.  A  separa- 
tion-order was  granted  to  Mrs.  Eobinson. 

Plague-cases  in  the  Thames. 

The  City  of  London  sanitary  authorities  are  taking  special 
precautioDS  in  disinfecting  the  steamship  Oolconda,  which 
arrived  at  the  Royal  Albert  Docks  on  Boxing  Day  with  a 
case  of  bubonic  plague  on  board.  Another  suspicious  case 
was  notified  on  Wednesday  on  the  same  vessel. 

An  Analyst's  Reports. 

At  the  meeting  of  High  Wycombe  Town  Council  last  week 
Councillor  W'ood  complained  that  the  reports  of  the  Lorough 
Analyst  were  too  vague.  He  thought  that,  considering  the 
fees  paid  to  that  official,  a  definite  report  in  reference  to 
every  sample  analysed  should  be  sent  in. 

The  Illiterate  Herbalist. 

At  an  inquest  held  at  Southampton,  on  December  21,  it 
was  stated  that  the  deceased,  Alfred  Gates,  aged  63,  died 
after  treatment  by  a  herbalist  named  Taylor,  residing  at 
Oowes.  Taylor  treated  the  deceased  for  leprosy,  but  could 
not  say  at  the  moment  what  herbs  he  gave  him,  although 
he  used  some  fifty  different  herbs.  He  kept  no  book,  for  he 
could  neither  read  nor  write.  He  had  been  a  herbalist  for 
sixty  years,  and  had  cured  hundreds,  if  not  thousands,  of 
people.  The  Coroner  told  Taylor  it  was  fortunate  for  him 
that  death  was  not  attributed  to  his  treatment.  He  had  no 
business  to  carry  on  his  profession  in  the  way  he  did. 

The  Bronchial  cigarette  Prosecution. 

The  Treasury  are  to  take  up  the  prosecution  instituted 
against  "J.  llutt,  of  London,"  who  is  in  custody  at  Saffron 
Walden  on  a  charge  of  obtaining  money  by  false  pretences 
in  connection  with  the  sale  of  cigarettes  recommended  for 
relief  in  bronchial  disorders.  The  police  find  that  the 
accused's  proper  name  is  Joseph  Frost,  and  that  he  resides  at 
Baldock. 

Suffocated  in  Bleach-works. 

On  December  24  a  labourer  named  Heselwood,  employed 
at  the  Tottington  Mills  Bleach-works,  near  Bury,  was  working 
a  crane  to  remove  the  cover  of  one  of  the  purifier-boxes. 
When  the  cover  was  lifted  he  fell  into  the  arms  of  another 
workman,  and  died  in  a  few  minutes  from  suffocation  by  the 
gas  which  escaped. 

Chemist's  Pront  Door  Smashed. 

On  December  22  a  horse  attached  to  a  railway-van,  being 
frightened  by  a  passing  traction-engine,  bolted  down  Exe 


Bridge,  and  ran  with  great  force  into  the  eliop  of  Messrs. 
Stone  Son,  chemists,  St.  Thomas,  Exeter.  The  front  door 
of  the  pharmacy  was  sma-hed,  and  a  large  portion  of  the 
woodwork  carried  away.  The  window-bottles  were  thrown 
to  the  floor,  but,  strangely  enough,  not  one  of  them  was 
broken. 

Theft. 

Last  week  the  premises  of  Mr.  R  1).  E\ans,  chemist, 
Higher  Tranmere,  were  broken  into  by  burglars.  Mr.  Evans 
has  a  post-office  attached  to  his  pharmacy,  and,  being  the 
Christmas  season,  had  a  larger  supply  of  stamps  in  stock 
than  usual.  These  were  all  stolen  with  flie  exception  of 
three,  and  taking  into  account  variou«  odd  things  which  the 
thieves  picked  up,  loss  to  the  value  of  about  15/.  was 
sustained. 

Piie. 

A  slight  fire  occurred  on  December  23  on  the  premises  rf 
Day's  Southern  Drug  Comjiiny  at  80  Borough  Road,  S.E. 
The  origin  of  the  fire  is  unknown. 

Overdose  of  Cocaine. 
An  inquest  was  held  at  Flushing,  Cornwall,  on  December  ZO, 
concerning  the  death  of  G.  P.  Pizey,  who  was  found  dead  the 
day  before  by  his  gardener,  a  bottle  of  cocaine  solution,  three- 
parts  full,  being  found  by  his  side  Harry  Withey,  in  decfased's 
employ,  said  his  master  was  in  the  habit  of  taking  cocaine, 
as  he  believed,  to  deaden  pain.  He  got  it  from  Falmouth 
and  Exeter  chiefly.  Dr.  Knuthsen  made  a  j)ost-miirtcn 
examination  and  found  deceased  was  fairly  healthy,  there 
being  no  organic  disease.  Death  was  returned  as  due  to  an 
overdose  of  cocaine. 

The  Sale  of  Poisons. 

At  Harrogate,  last  week,  an  inquest  was  held  on  the  body 
of  a  man  named  Pickles,  who  died  from  laudanum-poisonicg. 
The  laudanum  was  supplied  by  Mr.  Lawrence,  chemist. 
Knaresborongh,  who  stated  that  deceased  obtained  2  oz. 
from  him  on  the  pretence  that  it  was  for  a  sick  cow.  In 
reply  to  questions,  he  informed  the  jury  that,  laudanum 
being  in  the  second  part  of  the  poisons  schedule,  it  was  not 
neces.sary  to  have  the  signature  of  the  purchaser. 

A  woman  named  Turnbull,  living  at  Wallsend,  who  had 
been  in  the  habit  of  taking  small  quantities  of  laudanum 
for  .sleeplessness,  took  an  overdose,  and  died.  At  the 
inquest  on  December  19  a  juror  thought  chemists  should 
not  be  allowed  to  sell  such  large  quantities  of  poison,  but 
the  Coroner  pointed  cut  that  laudanum  was  one  of  those 
poisons  upon  the  sale  of  which  there  was  no  restriction. 

At  an  inquest  held  by  the  Dover  Borough  Coroner  on 
December  3,  respecting  the  death  of  a  shoemaker  named 
Moody,  the  evidence  pointed  to  death  from  chloroform- 
poisoning.  A  bottle  found  in  deceased's  possession  showed 
taat  about  1  oz.  had  been  taken.  The  question  was  raised 
ai  to  where  the  chloroform  was  obtamed,  there  being  no 
label  on  the  bottle.  The  Coroner  remarked  that  it  was  an 
offence  against  the  Poisons  Act  to  sell  chloroform  without 
a  label  bearing  the  name  of  the  poison  and  the  name  and 
address  of  the  seller.  A  verdict  of  death  from  misadventure 
was  returned. 

Carbolic  in  a  "  Stout  "  Bottle. 

At  WalLsend,  on  December  20,  the  circum.stances 
attending  the  death  of  Elizibeth  Lax  were  investigated. 
The  evidence  showed  that  deceased  dr»rk  a  copious  draught 
of  carbolic  acid  in  mistake  for  "  stout."  ThR  carbolic,  acid 
was  obtained  (in  a  "stout"  bottle)  from  the  AVall.'end  Crban 
District  Council  for  disinfeoting-purpo.'es,  and  a  difcus.sion 
took  place  as  to  the  legality  of  a  local  authority  supplying 
a  deadly  poison  in  a  bottle  labelled  '■  Stout  "  The  fact  that 
two  "carbolic-acid"  labels  were  on  the  bottle  did  not,  the 
jury  contended,  remove  the  danger.  The  Coroner  said  i';  was 
part  of  the  duty  of  the  local  actborities  to  supply  disin- 
fectants, but  he  was  cot  sure  that  the  duty  of  ascertaining 
who  were  the  owners  of  bottles  devolved  on  the  officials  of 
such  bodies.  The  jury  added  a  lider  to  their  verdict  to 
the  effect  that  the  authorities  be  communicated  with,  in 
order  to  secure  a  legal  enactment  restricting  the  sale  of 
poisons. 
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Workhous  e-  contract  s. 

The  followicfj  tenders  for  the  supply  of  drugs,  kc,  have 
been  accepted  by  the  Boards  of  Guardians  of  the  respective 
Unions : — • 

];elper.— Mr.  C  \V.  Southern,  for  drugs  and  sundries. 

East  Preston  (Sussex). —  Mr.  G.  T.  Groom,  of  Littlehampton, 
for  night-lights,  at  3s.  lOhl.  per  doz.  boxes ;  arrowroot, 
at  ^d.  per  lb. ;  carbolic  soap,  at  15.s'.  per  cwt. 

Eltham. — Messrs.  Corbj/n,  Stacey  &  Co.,  for  drugs. 

Macclesfield. — Messrs.  Wood  &  Pass,  for  drugs. 

Medway  (Kent). — Mr.  J.  A.  Chalmers,  for  Jeyes'  sanitary 
fluid,  5s.  per  gal  ;  toilet-brushes,  Z4«.  per  doz. ;  linseed 
oil,  2s.  per  gal.  ICnight  &  Sons,  for  brown  Windsor  soap,  at 
58a'.  per  cwt.  Mr.  'W.  K.  Hearne,  for  petroleum- soap,  at 
16s.  per  cwt. 

Romney  Marsh. — Mr.  Gravett,  for  carbolic  .soap,  3ld.  per 
lb. ;  arrowroot,  Is.  per  lb.  ;  and  linseed,  3d.  per  lb. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  St.  Albans  Guardians,  on  .December  22, 
the  medical  officer  applied  for  an  increase  of  salary  to  cover 
the  expenditure  on  the  supply  of  drugs.  The  Rev.  G.  H.  P. 
Glossop  thought  it  would  be  better  for  the  Board  to  obtain 
drug-supplies  through  a  chemist,  but  Mr.  Lewis  was  afraid 
that  the  Board  did  not  recognise  the  difficulties  they  would 
incur  by  this  method.  The  doctor  was  far  more  competent 
to  supply  the  proper  drugs.  The  Board  ultimately  decided 
neither  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  medical  officer  nor  to 
make  any  alteration  as  to  the  supply  of  drugs. 

Cycling  Chemist  Pays  Damages. 

George  Hoare  Wilkins,  chemist's  assistant,  Oxford,  was 
ordered  by  the  Judge  of  the  Swindon  County  Court,  on 
December  21,  to  pay  10^!.  10s.  to  Alfred  Richens,  of  Wan- 
borough,  whom  he  knocked  down  while  riding  a  bicycle  on 
October  12.  Wilkins  said  he  was  trying  to  pass  Richens, 
when  the  latter  stepped  in  front  of  him  and  fell  over  his 
wheel.  He  got  up,  abused  witness,  and  said  he  would  take 
5«.  as  compensation.  Witness  was  frightened,  and  olTered 
him  3s.  6d.  The  Judge  expressed  the  opinion  that  defendant, 
as  a  sort  of  pleasure,  tried  to  shave  past  the  plaintiff,  and  in 
doing  so  lost  control  of  his  machine. 

Tampering  witli  the  Apple-tart. 

At  Newcastle  Police  Court,  on  December  28,  two  servant- 
girls  were  charged,  on  remand,  with  setting  fire  to  their 
master's  house  and  with  tampering  with  the  food  of  the 
household. 

Mr.  Pattison  (Oity  Analyst)  said  an  apple-tart  which  he 
had  analysed  contained  in  considerable  quantities  all  the 
ingredients  of  what  was  known  as  Bow's  liniment.  This 
liniment  contained  between  9  and  10  per  cent,  of  opium. 
Three-quarters  of  a  pint  of  milk,  also  examined  by  him, 
contained  12-8  gr.  of  carbolic  acid,  and  a  tea-cake  had  some 
kind  of  liniment  upon  it,  the  chief  ingredient  of  which  was 
turpentine. 

The  case  was  adjourned. 

Medicine-mistakes. 
At  Londonderry  on  Christmas  Day  a  wood-turner  named 
Fletcher  and  his  wife  drank  a  mixture  of  belladonna  and 
ammonia  in  mistake  for  whisky.  Antidotes  were  adminis- 
tered, but  they  were  removed  to  the  County  Infirmary  in  an 
unconscious  condition. 

Charles  Henry  Burgess,  cook  of  the  steamship  Jafa,  died 
in  Guy's  Hospital  on  Christmas  Eve.  At  the  inquest  it  was 
stated  that  when  admitted  to  the  hospital  he  told  a  nurse 
he  had  taken  some  hydrochloric  acid,  which  was  used  for 
cleaninf^  the  ship's  brass,  in  mistake  for  rum. 

Mr.  S.  F.  Langham  held  an  inquest  at  Guy's  Hospital  on 
December  28  respecting  the  death  of  a  nine-and-a-half  months' 
old  child  named  Taylor.  The  father  stated  that  his  wife 
was  ill  in  bed  with  deceased  by  her  side,  and  on  the  table 
were  the  bat)y's  medicine  and  a  bottle  of  caibolic  acid.  The 
latter  was  given  to  the  child  in  error,  the  bottles  being  the 
same  size,  and  the  contents  similar  in  colour  and  quantity. 
A  juror  thought  the  parents  were  to  blame  for  having  the 
bottles  in  the  same  room,  but  a  verdict  of  death  from  mis- 
adventure, with  a  rider  that  no  one  was  to  blame,  was 
returned. 


'*  Mr.  Bouillon  Fleet." 

Several  charges  of  conducting  improper  clubs  were  heard 
at  the  County  of  London  Sessions  last  week,  and  the 
defendant  in  one  of  the  cases  said  the  rent  (7/.  12s.  a  week) 
was  paid  to  "  Mr.  Bouillon  Fleet."  Mr.  Bodkin,  who  ap- 
peared for  the  prosecution,  said  Bouillon  Fleet  (Limited) 
was  connected  with  other  similar  places.  It  was  stated  later 
that  one  of  the  defendants,  who  pleaded  guilty,  had  made  a 
written  statement  naming  fortj-two  clubs  with  which 
Bouillon  Fleet  and  Heinicker's  Lager-beer  Brewery  Company 
were  connected. 

Alleged  Manslaughter  and  Perjury. 

Ernest  Joseph  Nugent,  the  Canning  Town  medical  prac- 
titioner who  is  charged  with  the  manslaughter  of  a  woman 
patient  through  neglect  during  her  confinement,  is  now 
also  charged  with  perjury.  At  West  Ham  Police  Court  on 
Wednesday  Mr.  Horace  Avory,  on  behalf  of  the  Treasury, 
stated  that  accused's  name  was  really  Rowland,  and  that  he 
obtained  the  certificates  of  E.  J.  Nugent,  L.R.O.S.  &  P.I., 
a  practitioner  now  out  of  the  country.  Evidence  was  called 
in  support  of  this  statement,  Mrs.  Nugent  stating  that 
prisoner  was  acquainted  with  her  husband,  and  had  obtained 
the  certificates  from  him  before  he  was  helped  out  of  the 
country  by  the  Medical  Benevolent  Fund.  Prisoner  allowed 
her  3s.  Gd.  per  week  for  the  loan  of  the  papers,  she  under- 
stood. Dr.  A.  G.  Bateman,  Secretary  of  the  Medical  Defence 
Union,  stated  that  his  Society  had  in  1895  received  informa- 
tion regarding  the  prisoner,  who  defied  them  and  had  the 
name  of  E.  J.  Nugent  reinstated  in  the  medical  register,  in 
spite  of  Dr.  Bateman  informing  the  Medical  Council  of  his 
suspicions.  At  this  stage  the  case  was  adjourned,  prisoner 
being  allowed  out  on  bail  of  600Z. 


Scotch 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor, 


Early  Closing. 

The  good  example  in  early  closing  given  by  Mr.  R.  M. 
Lindsay,  chemist,  Dundee,  which  we  noted  in  last  week's 
issue,  is  being  followed  by  various  other  chemists  in  the 
town,  who  propose  to  adopt  the  Wednesday  half-holiday. 

A  New  Antiseptic. 

A  paragraph  is  .going  the  rounds  of  the  daily  papers  to 
the  effect  that  "Mr.  John  Stewart,  chemist,  Kirkcudbright, 
has,  after  fifteen  years'  research,  discovered  the  long-sought- 
for  antiseptic,  hydrated  persulphate  of  mercury.  It  is 
claimed  for  the  new  material  that  it  is  the  best  possible  pre- 
paration of  mercury  as  an  antiseptic  either  for  internal  or 
external  treatment."  It  would  be  interesting  to  learn  what 
advantage  mercuric  sulphate  has  over  mercuric  chloride. 

Students  at  the  Oil-mills. 

On  December  20  the  students  of  the  Glasgow  and  West  of 
Scotland  School  of  Pharmacy  visited  the  oil-mills  of  Messrs. 
Pearson,  Beckitt  &  Co.,  Rockville.  The  party  were  conducted 
over  the  works  by  Mr.  Pearson,  who  explained  the  various 
stages  of  oil-refining.  In  the  case  of  linseed  oil  the  seed 
(imported  preferably  from  India)  is  thrown  into  a  hopper 
and  crushed  between  steel  rollers,  forming  the  linum  contusum 
of  the  B.P.  The  crushed  seed  is  then  warmed  in  a  steam- 
jacketed  "kfttle,"  spread  in  a  thin  layer  on  sacking,  and 
transferred  to  an  hydraulic  press,  where  it  is  submitted  to  a 
pressure  of  Ih  ton  per  square  in  :h.  The  oil  thus  obtained  is 
pumped  into  large  storage-tanks,  the  "linseed-cake"  residue 
bemg  used  for  feeding  cattle.  The  cottonseed-oil  plant  was 
afterwards  inspected,  and  the  process  found  similar  to  that 
detcribed,  except  that  the  hard  sefds  have  to  be  further 
crushed  by  heavy  revolvmg  -Nione.--  before  being  warmed. 
Cottonseed-oil  as  expressed  is  a  br  gti-  reri  liquid,  which  is 
refined  to  produce  the  ordinary  oil  of  the  shops. 

The  Glasgow  School  of  Pharmacy. 
The  second  annual  supper  of  this  School  was  held  on  the 
Friday  before  Christmas  at  the  North  British  Station  Hotel, 
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Glasgow.  Mr.  John  Lothian,  Principal,  occupied  the  chair, 
and  Messrs,  Gilmour  and  Macbride  acted  as  croupiers.  Tlie 
company  numbered  nearly  100,  including  Mr.  W.  L.  Currie, 
Presidenfcof  the  Glasgow  Pharmaceutical  Association,  Mr.  Kid- 
son  Hunter,  Principal,  Otago  College  of  Pharmacy,  Dunedin, 
N.Z.,  &c.  In  replying  to  the  toast  of  "  The  Pharmaceutical 
Society,"  proposed  by  Mr.  Gilmour,  Mr.  Currie  defined  the 
aims  of  tne  Society,  and  said  chat  it  was  worthy  of  con- 
fidence and  support.  Toasts  in  honour  of  Mr  Lothian  and 
the  Glasgovv  School  of  Pharmacy  were  proposed  by  Messrs. 
Robb  and  aylor  and  suitably  replied  for  by  Mr.  Lothian. 
Mr.  Knlson  Hunter  sijcke  of  ihe  condition  of  pharmacy  in 
New  Zealand,  and  gave  the  ^tudents  some  words  of  advice 
"The  Students"  were  proposed  by  Mr.  Cockburn,  and  ac- 
knowledged by  Mr.  Boyd;  and  "  The  Croupiers,"  proposed 
by  Mr.  Riddell,  were  replied  for  by  Mr.  Macbride.  An 
excellent  musical  programme  was  contributed  by  the  students 
and  their  friends. 

Dispute  about  Soap-packing. 

At  Glasgow  Sheriif  Appeal  Court,  on  December  21,  judg- 
ment was  given  in  an  appeal  against  a  decision  of  the 
Sheriff-Substitute,  in  the  case  of  Messrs.  Steel  &  Co.  v.  Sir 
J.  Neilson  Cathbertson.  The  plaintiffs  had  a  contract  with 
the  Carntyne  Chemical  Company  (of  which  defendant  was 
a  director)  to  pack  an  ammonia  soap  made  liy  that  com- 
pany; but  the  quantitie.s  sent  for  packing  being  less  than 
the  plaintiffs  were  led  to  expect,  the  contract  was  broken, 
and  a  letter  was  written  by  plaintiffs  asking  defendants 
what  should  be  done  with  the  labels  and  boxes  which  re- 
mained in  their  hands.  To  this  letter  Sir  .1.  Neilson 
Cuthbertson  replied,  asking  plaintilfs  to  enter  into  an 
arrangement  to  pack  sufficient  soap  to  use  up  the  labels  and 
boxes  in  their  possession.  PlainlifPs  contended  that  this 
letter  was  a  new  contract  made  on  behalf  of  the  company, 
and  the  defendant  was  personally  liable.  Both  of  these 
contentions  were  upheld  by  the  Sheriff-Substitute,  who  gave 
decree  for  plaintiffs,  with  costs.  This  decision  was  now 
upset  by  the  Sheriff-Principal,  who  recalled  and  assoilzied 
the  defendant,  with  costs. 

PitkeatUy  Waters. 

Pitkeathly  is  a  salubrious  district  of  Perthshire  not  far 
from  Dunblane,  whither  the  convalescents  of  last  generation 
were  wont  to  recruit  and  drink  the  waters,  which  ate  reputed 
to  be  good  for  rheumatism,  kidney-affections,  and  certain 
skin-diseases.  Of  late  years  Strathpeffer  has  eclipsed 
Pitkeathly,  and  although  Messrs.  Reid  &  Donald,  chemists, 
Perth,  made  a  gallant  attempt  to  popularise  the  waters  of 
Pitkeathly  when  bottled,  the  spa  itself  has  not  improved 
much.  An  attempt  is  now  being  made  to  modernise  it  and 
to  increase  the  accommodation  for  summer  visitors.  About 
a  year  ago  a  company  was  formed  to  take  the  work  in  hand, 
and  a  ninety-nine  yeais'  lease  of  the  Wells  and  grounds  was 
acquired  from  the  proprietor,  Mr.  J.  P.  Grant,  of  Kilgraston. 
Professor  W.  Ivison  Macadam,  Edinburgh,  has  reported  that 
the  Spout  Well  water  contains  380  gr.  of  saline  ingredients 
per  Imperial  gallon,  principally  carbonate.",  sulphates,  and 
chlorides  of  sodium,  potassium,  calcium,  magnesium,  and 
lithia.  The  Lady  Well  water  contains  a  .^mailer  percentage 
of  salines,  and  is  to  be  used  for  aeration.  The  old  bath- 
rooms at  the  Spa  have  been  taken  down,  and  their  place  is 
occupied  by  a  commodious  and  neatly-appointed  waiting- 
room,  where  visitors  can  be  supplied  with  water  from  the 
Spa  pump-room  adjoining  by  means  of  counter- pumps.  New 
bathrooms  have  been  built;  aerated-waterworks  have  been 
erected  to  produce  1,000  dozen  bottles  per  day.  The  water 
is  put  up  in  black  bottles  as  "Pitkeathly  cum  Lithia," 
"Relenta"  (an  aperient  water),  and  "Meltena"  (for  in- 
testinal affections  of  infants  and  invalids). 


Soutb  Hfrican  fficm. 

(From  our  own  Corresjpondetits.) 

Accident  to  a  Chemist.— On  December  5  a  nasty 
accident  occurred  to  an  employe  in  M'fssrs.  Lennon's 
pharmacy .  at  Blosmfontein.  The  man,  whose  name  is 
Bryant,  was  handling  a  bottle  of  a  liquid  when  the  bottle 
burst,  throwing  the  contents  over  his  body.    His  cloihes 


and  boots  were  burnt,  and  his  face  and  hands  were  severely 
damaged.  He  was  removed  to  the  hospital,  where  he  lay  in 
a  precarious  and  painful  condition  when  our  advice  left. 

The  Phaemacy  Bill  —The  Under  Colonial  Secretary, 
writing  to  our  Cape  correspondent  on  December  2  on  the 
subject  of  the  proposed  amendment  of  the  "  Medical  and 
Pharmacy  Act,  1891,"  stated  "  that  it  is  not  the  intention  of 
the  Government  to  introduce  a  Bill  during  the  present 
se.'sion  of  Parliament  dealing  with  this  matter."  [A  cabled 
message  to  this  effect  was  printed  in  the  C.  Sf  IJ.,  Decem- 
ber 10,  page  925.  Since  then  we  have,  as  intimated  in  our 
i^sue  of  December  17,  page  933,  supplied  Sir  Alfred  Milner 
with  particulars  regarding  this  matter,  and  Lieut-Col. 
Hanbury  Williams,  Military  Secretary,  writing  to  us  on 
December  23,  says  : — "  I  am  desired  by  Sir  Alfred  Milner  to 
acknowledge  your  letter  of  12th  inst.,  and  to  inform  you 
that  the  matter  contained  therein  shall  have  attention 
immediately  on  his  return  to  South  Africa." — Eo.  C.  ^-  /A] 

AllE(;ed  Illegal  Pkactice.— On  November  23,  Pieter 
Johannes  Andreas  Yos  was  charged  before  the  ^'ictoria  West 
magistrate  with  practising  as  a  medical  practitioner  on  tlie 
farm  Keutfontein,  district  Victoria  West,  without  being 
registered  or  licensed.  A  private  in  the  Cajie  Police  was 
the  principal  witness  for  the  prosecution.  He  stated  that 
he  went  to  ]\Ir.  Vos's  surgery,  where  Jlr.  \o&  examined  hitn 
acd  told  him  he  was  suifering  from  liver  complaint.  He 
gave  witness  a  bromide-of-potassium  mixture  to  take,  and 
three  pots  of  HoUoway's  ointment,  asking  him  to  keep  the 
matter  dark,  as  the  police  were  on  his  track.  He  charged 
1/.  5,s-.  The  surgery  had  the  appearance  of  an  ordinary 
country  doctor's  surgery.  There  was  a  counter  and  some 
shelving,  on  which  were  a  number  of  bottles,  some  marked 
"  Poison."  This  evidence  having  been  corroborated,  and  the 
abtetce  of  defendant's  name  from  the  register  proved,  the 
accused,  who  reserved  his  defence,  was  committed  for  trial, 
bail  of  ICOZ.  being  accepted.  [Mr.  Vos's  name  is  not  on  the 
1898  chemists'  register.] 


frcncb  1Flew0. 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


Educational. — Following  the  lead  given  by  Paris,  the 
University  of  Montpellier  has  decided  to  issue  diplomas  for 
doctors  of  pharmacy. — M.  Schlagdenhauflen,  Professor  of 
Toxicology  and  Physics  of  the  Naiicy  School  of  Pharmacy, 
has  been  nominated  Director  of  the  School  for  the  next 
three  years. — The  Paris  University  has  decided  to  suspend 
the  usual  matriculation  and  library  fees  for  hospital 
pharmacists. 

A  New  Chemical  Substance,  Radium. — At  the  Paris 
Academy  of  Sciences  last  Monday  M.  Becquerel  announced 
the  discovery  of  a  chemical  substance  very  similar  to 
barium,  to  which  the  name  of  radium  has  been  given.  The 
discovery  is  the  result  of  researches  made  by  M.  and  Mme. 
Curie  and  M.  Bremond,  and  it  is  claimed  to  be  of  great 
scientific  interest.  The  new  substance  is  sensitive  to  the 
action  of  light,  and  photographic  impressions  can  be  made 
on  it  with  an  exposure  of  aoout  thirty  seconds. 

Religious  Competition  -with  Phakmacy  — The  Syndi- 
cate of  Pharmacists  of  the  Cantal  have  petitioned  the  Prefect 
of  their  Department,  calling  his  attention  to  the  illegal  practice 
of  pharmacy  by  the  religious  orders  in  the  district.  The 
iQfringement  of  pharmacy  by  Sisters  of  Mercy  is  an  old- 
si  anding  grievance  in  this  country,  and  is  apparently  a 
difficult  matter  to  settle.  As  in  the  case  of  missionaries 
amongst  savages,  medicine  seems  to  be  found  a  valuable 
adjunct  to  religious  work,  and  an  occasional  prosecution, 
followed  by  a  fine,  is  perhaps  rather  an  assistance  than  a 
hindrance  to  the  main  object. 

"Les  Deocues  Usuelles"  is  a  recently-issued  treatise 
on  drugs  in  most  current  use,  of  which  MM.  Brissemoret 
and  Joanin  are  the  authors.  They  have  been  inspired 
by  the  lectures  on  pharroacography  and  pharmacognosy 
instituted  by  Professor  Pouchet,  and  have  condensed  and 
revised  a  great  deal  of  useful  information  that  has  already 
been  published.  The  work  is  divided  into  six  parts. 
No.  1  gives  the  medicinal  substances  of  animal  origia 
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indicated  in  the  French  Pharmacopoeia ;  2  is  a  review  of 
the  drugs  taken  from  the  vegetable  kingdom ;  in  3  and  4 
chemical  medicaments  of  mineral  and  organic  origin  are 
described  ;  Part  5  is  devoted  to  the  principal  galenicil  pre- 
parations supplied  by  vegetable  drugs ;  and  6,  bearing  the 
heading  "  Pharmacography,"  is  reserved  to  the  art  of  pre- 
scribing in  the  form  of  a  study  of  the  rules  to  be  followed  in 
formulating  a  medicament. 

Profits  on  Analysis  — An  analytical  chemist  in  Paris 
has  offended  pharmacists  by  sending  out  circulars  to  doctors, 
offering  to  undertake  analyses  for  their  clients  and  to  share 
the  profits.    The  circular  is  worded  as  follows: — 

Central  Medical  and  Baoteriolosical  Laboratorj',  Paris. 
Monsieur  le  Docteur,— I  have  the  honour  of  drawing  your 
attention  to  my  laboratory  for  medical  and  bacteriological 
researches  and  to  the  very  advantageous  conditions  I  offer  you. 
No  patient  has  analysis  done  without  advice  of  his  doctor,  con- 
sequently it  is  only  right  that  he  should  have  a  portion  of  the 
profit  resulting  from  such  work.  On  this  account  I  do  business 
exclusively  with  doctors,  and  several  of  your  colleagues  with 
whom  I  have  had  business-relations  for  a  considerable  time  make 
comparatively  large  profits  every  month  as  a  result.  The 
following  is  my  method,  whioli  I  believe  to  be  the  moat  practical. 
When  you  find  an  analysis  is  necessary  for  a  client,  please  take 
a  sample  and  inform  the  patient  tliat  you  will  send  it  to  the 
laboratory  with  a  note  relative  to  the  analysis.  You  will  then 
only  have  to  forward  me  the  letter-card,  ready  stamped  and 
addressed,  that  will  be  found  herewith,  and  I  will  send  for  the 
samjile.  Within  three  days  the  result  of  the  analysis  will  be  sent 
to  the  patient,  with  a  receipted  bill,  and  a  copy  of  the  result  will 
also  be  forwarded  to  you.  Thus  you  will  have  no  trouble  what- 
ever.   Hoping  to  be  favoured  with  your  orders,  I  am,  &c. 

As  medical  analyses  are  undertaken  by  a  good  many 
pharmacists  here  who  find  the  work  both  interesting  and 
remunerative,  it  is  not  surprising  that  they  object  to  any 
tendency  to  lower  the  standard. 

Academy  of  Sciences  Prizes — One  of  the  interesting 
features  of  the  annual  public  meeting  of  the  Paris  Academy 
of  Sciences  referred  to  last  week  was  the  distribution  of  the 
prizes  in  the  gift  of  that  somewhat  richly  endowed  body.  A 
few  notes  on  some  of  these  awards  may  be  interesting.  The 
Jecker  chemistry  prize,  aqual  to  400^.,  was  this  year  divided 
among  M.  G.  Bertrand  (for  works  on  ferments,  &c.), 
M.  AlphonseBuisine,  Professor  of  Industrial  Chemistry  at  the 
Lille  Faculty  of  Sciences  (chemical  composition  of  wool-fat), 
and  M.  Daniel  Berthelot  (son  of  the  famous  chemist),  vsho 
has  endeavoured  to  apply  the  method  of  electrical  conducti- 
bility  to  the  study  of  the  neutralisation  of  the  principal 
organic  acids.  The  Desmazx-res  prize  of  64?  for  cryptogamy 
was  awarded  to  Professor  de  Toni,  of  Padua,  Italy,  for  his 
work  on  seaweeds.  The  Montagne  prizes  of  40Z.  and  201.  are 
respectively  awarded  to  General  Paris,  for  his  work  on  mosses, 
and  to  Dr.  Ledoux  Lebard,  for  his  memoir  on  the  morphology 
of  the  tuberculosis  bacillus.  M.  Widal  receives  one  of  the 
Montyon  (medicine  and  surgery)  prizes  for  his  system  of 
diagnosis  for  immunisation  in  serotherapic  treatment  The 
Breant  prize  represents  the  yearly  interest  on  a  sum  of  4,000/. 
(the  capital  is  to  be  awarded  to  the  discoverer  of  (1)  the 
cure;  (2)  the  preventible  cause;  (3)  the  prophylaxis  of 
Asiatic  cholera).  This  prize  has  been  awarded  to  M.  Phisali.x 
for  his  studies  on  immunity  against  venom  by  chemical 
vaccines.  M.  Carles,  who  divides  the  Montyon  prize 
(unhealthy  arts)  with  M.  Masure,  is,  if  I  mistake  not,  my 
friend  at  the  British  pharmacy  at  Bordeaux.  His  pamphlet 
on  tartaric  acids  in  wines  succinctly  describes  how  these 
acids  may  be  removed,  purified,  ^nd  converted  into  bitartrate 
of  potash.  M.  Lemoult  takes  70Z.  (half  the  Jerome  Ponti 
prize)  for  his  experimental  researches  on  the  polymeric  in 
the  cyanogen  series,  while  the  laureates  of  the  Cahours 
chemistry  prize  are  M.  Metzner  (oxygenated  derivatives  of 
selenium  and  tellurium.  Book  of  Mineral  Analyses)  and 
M.  G.  Blanc,  for  his  interesting  and  very  complete  work  on 
i,  olanronolic  acid,  an  acid  derived  from  camphoric  acid.  A 
large  proportion  of  the  juries  who  award  these  prizes  is 
drawn  from  the  Paris  School  of  Pharmacy.  Professor 
Moissan  sits  on  the  chemical-prize  jury  and  several  others, 
while  MM.  Chatin  and  Guignard  assist  in  judging  the  botany 
papers,  and  M.  Milne  Edwards  the  zoology  essays. 
M.  Berthelot  is,  of  course,  on  numerous  juries.  Other  jurors 
from  the  Sorbonne  and  elsewhere  are  MM.  Ditte,  Friedel, 
Troost,  jj.  Bertrand,   Duclaux,   Schloesing,  &c.     For  the 


triennial  Leconte  prize  (new  and  important  capital  discoveries 
in  mathematics,  physics,  chemistry,  natural  history,  and 
medical  sciences)  no  candidate  was  adjudged  worthy,  and 
the  matter  was  postponed  till  next  century  (1901). 


Colonial  anb  jforelon  IRcws. 


The  Roumanian  Phabmacopceia  is  now  in  coarse  of 
revision,  and  the  work  is  expected  to  be  completed  soon. 

Fatal  Firb  in  Rotteeda.m. —  A.  fire  broke  out  on 
Tuesday  night  in  a  druiigiso's  shop  in  Rotterdam.  A  woman 
and  two  boys  were  burnt  to  death. 

Antituberculosis  Congrfss  — A  Congress  is  to  be  held 
in  Berlin,  on  May  23  to  27  1899,  the  object  of  which  is  to 
formulate  measures  against  the  spread  of  tuberculosis. 

Chemical  Apparatus  Lost. — About  700Z.  worth  of 
chemical  apparatus,  consigned  to  the  McGill  University, 
Montreal,  was  on  the  s.s.  Wcttmcatk,  which  was  lost  at  sea 
in  November. 

Murder  of  a  Pharmacist. — An  Ostcnd  pharmacist 
named  JIarissael  was  fatally  wounded  on  December  16,  by  a 
former  sailor  called  Francois,  whostabbed  him  with  a  dagger. 
The  man's  motive  was  revenge,  the  pharmacist  havina", 
according  to  the  murderer's  account,  given  him  some  pills  for 
rheumatism  which  had  increased  his  sufferings. 

A  Prize  of  War. — The  Philadelphia  College  of  Phar- 
macy has  added  to  its  treasures  a  pair  of  scales  taken  from 
Admiral  Cervera's  flagship.  Infanta  Maria  Teresa,  after  the 
battle  of  July  3  They  were  found  on  board  by  Mr.  C.  E. 
Alexander,  a  U.S.  naval  apothecary,  and  a  graduate  of  the 
College.  The  scales  are  made  of  steel,  on  the  French  prin- 
ciple, and  have  had  the  brass  coating  removed  from  them  by 
he  heat  of  the  burning  vessel. 

The  Universal  Phabmacopceia  —Dr.  Remmelaere's 
proposal  to  the  Brussels  Royal  Academy  of  Medicine,  to  pre- 
pare an  international  PharmacopcEia,  has  been  considered, 
and  a  committee  appointed  to  draw  up  a  preliminary  scheme. 
Among  the  members  of  the  committee  are  Messrs.  Depaire 
Masius,  Remmelaere,  Van  Bastelaer,  and  Vanden  Corput. 
The  committee  is  to  deal  exclusively  with  potent  remedies, 
and  exclude  those  medicines  to  which  the  custom  of  each 
country  has  given  a  special  form.  This  was  the  opinion  of 
the  1897  International  Congress,  acting  upon  the  report  of 
Professor  Remington,  of  Philadelphia,  who,  with  Messrs. 
Carteighe,  of  London,  and  Von  Waldheim,  of  Vienna, 
constituted  the  International  Pharmacopoeia  Committee 
appointed  at  Chicago. 

Patent  Medicines  in  Japan. — The  Japanese  Govern- 
ment has  decided  to  raise  the  tax  on  patent  medicines,  but 
the  rate  has  not  yet  been  fixed.  It  will  probably  mean  an 
advance  from  10  per  cent,  to  33  per  cent.,  with  a  corre- 
sponding increase  in  the  Customs  duty.  The  consumption  of 
patent  medicines  in  Japan  is  enormous,  the  business  being 
carried  on  by  peripatetic  vendors  who,  during  the  Tokugawa 
rfgime,  were  ofi'ered  every  encouragement  bv  the  various 
diamios  to  visit  their  respective  domains.  The  most  im- 
portant seat  of  this  patent-medicine  industry  is  Tovama,  in 
Etchu  prefecture,  whence  it  is  calculated  that  10,000  peri- 
patetic vecdors  annually  sally  forth  to  go  on  their  rounds 
through  the  country.  The  custom  is  for  a  selection  of  the 
medicines  most  commonly  required  to  be  left  at  a  house  by 
these  vendors,  who  return  a  year  later  and  receive  payment 
for  what  has  been  used. 

German  Pharmacy  in  Beyrout. — According  to  the 
Pliarm.  Zeit.,  the  Prussische  Apotheke  in  Beyrout  is  a  model 
of  its  kind,  aud  almost  the  sole  representative  of  pharmacy, 
strictly  speaking,  in  Syria  and  Palestine.  It  was  founded  in 
1867  by  a  Prussian  (Dr.  Lorange)as  a  dispensary,  but  under 
careful  management  it  developed  into  a  first-rate  pharmacy. 
On  the  retirement  of  Dr.  Lorange  some  years  ago  Apotheker 
Hans  Heine  tonk  over  the  business.  In  regard  to  the  super- 
vision of  pharmacies  in  the  Turkish  Empire,  there  is  now  a 
change  for  the  better.  A  pharmacist  must  pass  an  examina- 
tion at  Constantinople  before  he  is  allowed  to  practise  hi? 
calling.    Drufs  and  medicines  imported  from  Europe  ar<j 
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also  inspected  by  a  commission  appointed  by  the  Turkish 
Gnvernment  consisting  of  one  European  and  one  Arab  phar- 
ma -ist  Only  a  few  drug-stores  are  allowed  to  sell  quinine 
and  strong  remedies,  which,  as  a  rule,  are  handled  exclusively 
by  pharmacists. 

Geeman  Trade-quaeeel. — A  sharp  controversy  is  being 
carried  on  just  now  in  Germany  between  the  so-called 
Central  Bureau  for  the  Preparation  of  Commercial  Treaties 
and  the  Society  for  Promoting  the  Interests  of  German 
Chemical  Industry  on  the  one  side,  and  the  "Zentralver- 
band  "  of  German  Industries,  represented  by  its  Secretary- 
General,  Herr  Busch,  on  the  other.  Some  time  ago 
the  Central  Bureau  openly  questioned  the  accuracy  of 
the  Government  trade-statistics.  The  Berliner  PnUschen 
Nachricltten  now  points  out  some  glaring  errors  committed 
by  Dr.  Vosberg-Kekow,  Director  of  the  Central  Bureau,  in  his 
work  on  this  subject.  The  Chemical  Industry  Society, 
through  its  business  manager,  Herr  Wenzel,  accuse j  the 
"  Zentralverband "  of  delaying  the  formation  of  a  Central 
Bureau  for  the  Preparation  of  Commercial  Treaties,  through 
jealou.'y  of  the  "  Handelstag,"  these  two  bodies  having 
exchanged  views  on  the  subject  in  1893-95.  And  so  the 
vituperation  goes  on.  We  may  return  to  the  matter  if  any- 
thing definite  comes  out  of  it. 

The  Russian  Platinum-industey. — The  official  organ 
of  the  Ministry  of  Finance  {Tori/ovo  Proinislilennala  frazetta) 
states  that  a  group  of  Russian  platinum-mine  owners  recently 
appealed  to  that  paper  to  help  the  Russian  platinum-industry, 
which  was  alleged  to  be  in  a  helpless  position,  owing  to  an 
English  firm,  John  Mattei  (?  Johnson,  Matthey  &  Co.),  which 
has  a  contract  with  the  largest  mineowner,  dictating  prices. 
As  a  result,  "a  large  company  has  been  founded,  chiefly  with 
foreign  capital,  for  erecting  a  platinum-refinery  in  Russia, 
and  has  concluded  contracts  on  conditions  very  favourable 
to  Russians.  They  are  going  to  pay  now  in  Jekaterinenburg 
11  200r  per  pood  (36  lbs.)  ;  whereas  'John  Mattei'  used  to 
pay  lately  6  COOr.  and  even  less.  The  sale-price  of  refined 
platinum  being  17  760r.,  and  the  cost  of  refining  about  4  25r., 
it  is  easy  to  see  what  profits  were  made."  From  another 
source  (the  I'.S.  Consul-General  at  St.  Petersburg)  we 
learn  that  in  the  Verkhotursk  district  there  are  about 
seventy  mines,  of  which  only  forty  are  being  worked.  Two 
of  the  mines  passed,  in  1897,  into  the  hands  of  foreigners. 
In  the  beginning  of  September,  other  enterprises  were  sold 
to  a  syndicate  from  Paris,  with  a  capital  of  several  million 
francs.  The  price  was  fixed  according  to  the  productiveness 
of  the  mines,  estimating  a  ton  of  platinum  from  159,650Z  to 
191,580Z.  There  are  only  seven  great  platinum  enterprises  in 
the  Urals,  of  which  five  have  been  purchased  by  foreigners. 
Russian  platinum-owners  tried  to  get  rid  of  them  without 
success.  A  Financial  News  telegram  from  St.  Petersburg, 
December  26,  states  that  news  has  reached  there  of  the 
formation  of  a  Franco- Belgian  company,  controlling  a  capital 
of  Z0,000,000f.,  established  with  a  view  to  purchasing 
platinum-mines  in  Russia.  This  is  headed  by  Baron  Oppen- 
heim,  and  it  intends  to  establish  the  central  market  of  the 
metal  at  Paris  instead  of  London. 


Hu0trala0lan  1Rew5. 


Personal. — Mr.  T.  A.  Graham  (formerly  of  Fraserburgh 
N.B.),  who  disposed  of  his  business  at  Normanton,  Queens- 
land, some  time  ago,  has  been  appointed  manager  of  the 
Friendly  Societies'  Dispensary,  Rockhampton,  Queensland. 

B  P.  Te.  Aueantii  — ^With  regard  to  the  use  of  fresh 
orange-peel  in  the  preparation  of  the  new  B.P.  tincture  of 
orange,  a  correspondent  from  Adelaide  writes  to  the  C.  Ji'  D 
of  Amtralasia  that,  owing  to  unfavourable  climatic  con- 
ditions, Seville  oranges  have  this  season  been  practically  un- 
obtainable in  South  Australia.  He  suggests  that  nexs  year, 
when  the  new  Pharmacopoeia  comes  into  force,  either  local 
requirements  for  oranges  must  I33  met  from  abroad  or 
temporary  provision  be  granted  allowing  the  alternative  use 
of  Aurantii  Cortex  Sice.,  in  the  same  way  as  Limonis  Cortex 
Sieo.  is  officially  permitted  for  India  and  the  colonies.  In 
this  connection  another  correspondent  in  the  Parramatta 
district  states  that  the  main  crop  of  Seville  oranges  this 


season  has  been  a  good  one,  but  the  supply  has  been 
principally  bought  up  for  marmalade-making.  He  further 
asserts  that  ICO  to  200  cases,  containing  about  120  oranges 
each,  could  still  be  got  at  74'  or  Zs.  per  case.  There  will  be 
a  second  crop  of  fruit  ready  for  pulling  in  about  a  month, 
and  growers  are  planting  out  larger  areas  in  Sevilles  owing 
to  the  increasing  demand. 


1Rew  l^ork  litotes. 

(^By  the  Man  from  Lonilon.) 


The  Synthesis  of  the  Ballroom.— This  is  the  way 
a  New  York  reporter  describes  a  ball  given  in  aid  of  some 
charity : — '•'  Under  the  impelling  force  of  the  inspiring 
music  the  gallant,  black-ccated  masculine  atoms  separated 
out  daintily  gowned,  be-powdered,  bewitching  feminine 
atoms,  and  tbe  resulting  molecules  would  whirl  off  in  mazy 
intricacif  s,  weaving  in  and  out  in  sinuotis  evolutions.  With 
the  cessation  of  the  music  the  molesules  fell  asunder,  and 
the  atoms  streamed  off  into  chaotic  groups  until  the  music 
began'again,  and  produced  further  temporary  combinations.' 

Wanted,  ax  Effervescent  Saline.— The  American 
public  are  just  beginning  to  wake  up  to  the  fact  that  an 
effervescent  saline  is  about  the  best  form  of  mild  laxative. 
Hitherto  cascara  and  similar  drugs  have  secured  an 
undeserved  popularity,  but  since  the  Anglo-American 
entente  a  demand  has  arisen  for  English  goods,  and  the  fact 
that  the  few  Englishmen  in  the  United  States  always  travel 
with  a  bottle  of  "Eno"  has  excited  the  curiosity  of  the 
American,  and  awakened  his  appetite  tor  saline  laxatives. 
There  is  but  one  in  the  field  to-day,  and  in  spite  of  its 
horribly  sweet  taste  it  is  securing  some  sale.  If  "Eoo  ' 
or  "Lamplough"  would  enter  the  field  in  earnest  just  cow, 
business  would  boom.  A  fortune  awaits  anyone  willing  to 
spend  money  in  this  direction. 

Silvering  Pills  — The  following  tip  from  an  old  dispenser 
may  be  u.seful  to  readers  who  like  to  turn  out  silver  coated 
pills  in  good  style.  I  very  seldom  use  any  mucilage  or 
syrup  to  stick  the  silver  on.  The  method  I  adopt  is  to 
make  the  mass  hard  enough  so  that  it  will  roll  comfortably. 
This  I  cut  and  round  well,  then  roll  the  pills  off  from  the 
side  of  pill-machine  into  a  4  oz.  earthenware  covered  oint- 
ment-pot, hold  tbe  pot  over  a  lighted  spirit-lamp,  and  warm 
slightly ;  then  add  silver-leaf  in  proper  proportions,  and 
rotate  the  pot  gently  until  pills  are  properly  coated.  It  is 
necessary  to  keep  up  the  ro  ary  motion  and  warm  over  the 
spirit-lamp  during  the  process.  A  good  chip-box  answer.s 
as  well  as  an  earthenware  pot,  but,  of  course,  chars  by 
constant  use.  This  method  of  silvering  pills  requires  a  little 
practice,  as  too  much  heat  must  cot  be  used,  and  the  con- 
stituents of  the  mass  must  be  taken  into  consideration. 

Talcum-powdee  foe  a  Toilet- powdee — I  notice  in 
the  C  4'  B.  for  November  26  a  correspondent  asks  for  in- 
informafion  about  "  talcum  powder."  It  may  be  of  general 
intei'est  to  the  trade  to  know  that  this  article  is  usea  to  an 
enormous  extent  here.  It  takes  the  place  of  violet-powder 
generally,  and  as  a  dusting-powder  for  infants  it  cannot  be 
excelled.  It  costs  about  5o.  per  lb.,  and  is  sold  in  perforated 
tins — plain,  perfumed,  and  borated.  Talcum-powder  is  so 
common  in  America  as  a  requisite  for  infants'  toilet  that  it 
is  surprising  it  has  not  been  introduced  for  the  purpose  in 
England,  as  it  is  preferable  in  every  respect]  to  violet- 
powder.  I  subjoin  a  formula  for  a  nursery  talcum- 
powder  : — 

Talcum-powder    2  lbs. 

Magnesia  carbonate...       ...       ...    2  oz. 

Powdered  orris-root  ...       ...    2  oz. 

Essence  of  bergamot         ...       ...  .^ij. 

Essence  of  lemon    ...       ...  ... 

Oil  of  neroli  ...       ...       ...       ...  .")ss. 

Oil  of  rosei7i:i,ry       ...       ...       ...  5^3. 

Mi.x  and  sift. 

English  Pharmaceuticals  in  America. — The  advent 
of  Messrs.  Allen  &  Hanburys  and  W.  J.  Bush  &  Co.  into  the 
American  field  is  the  first  attempt,  the  writer  believes,  to 
place  English  pharmaceuticals  on  this  market.  Business  at 
the  present  time  is  unusually  good,  and  will  improve  durin'; 


December  31,  1898 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


1037 


the  next  few  years,  and  success  awaits  any  preparations  of 
merit,  provided  they  are  presented  in  the  proper  manner. 
Success  in  this  direction  cannot  be  secured  by  advertising 
alone,  nor  can  it  be  secured  by  following  English  methods. 
The  American  physician  is  only  too  ready  to  take  up  new 
goods  if  they  are  presented  right.  Personal  canvass  of  the 
physicians  is  a  necessity.  The  American  physician  has  long 
since  abandoned  the  ultra- dignified  position  of  his  English 
brother,  and  he  is  canvassed  and  inteiviewed  by  manu- 
facturing firms  just  as  the  retail  trade  is.  Unlike  the 
English  physician  he  expects  the  canvasser  to  know  more 
about  drugs,  &c.,  and  their  uses  than  he  does  himself,  and 
herein  lies  the  opportunity  of  the  pharmaceutical  manu- 
facturer. To  be  sure  the  tariff  is  against  the  English 
manufacturer,  but  half-crown  articles  in  England  readily 
sell  for  a  dollar  in  the  United  States. 


Zvn^c  1Rote0, 

Messes.  Evans,  Gadd  &  Co.,  of  Exeterjand  Bristol,  are 
willing  to  send  a  copy  of  their  Calendar  for  1899  to  any 
chemist  who  will  apply  for  one. 

Edwaeds's  Haelekb  CoiiPANY,  96  High  Holborn,  E.G., 
intimate  that,  commencing  with  the  new  year,  they  will 
pay  carriage  on  all  thfir  goods  to  any  part  of  the  British 
Isles. 

A  NOTEWOETUT  feature  of  this  issue  is  that  it  carries  New 
Year's  greeticg-s  irom  seven  firms  to  C.  I),  subscribers  and 
their  staffs  at  home  and  abroad.  The  brief  epistles  remind 
old  friends  that  they  are  not  forgotten,  and  that  these 
advertisers  look  to  do  more  service  to  old  and  new  friends 
during  the  coming  year 

Messes.  John  Weight  &  Co.,  of  Bristol,  have  published 
a  new  "case-paper,"  suggested  by  Drs.  Couch  and  Lancaster. 
The  novelty  of  the  sheet  is  that  on  the  back  are  outline- 
sketches  of  those  parts  of  the  body  which  are  most  likely  to 
be  affected,  so  that  the  attending  physician  may  indicate 
upon  them  the  area  affected,  and  so  judge  of  the  progress  of 
the  disease.  Chemists  can  obtain  supplies  for  doctors  from 
the  publishers. 

Geetificates  op  Oeigin  fob  Feancb.— We  have  pre- 
viously commented  on  the  difficulties  experienced  by  British 
shippers  to  France  in  respect  of  the  certificates  of  origin 
sent  with  certain  goods  in  order  to  secure  the  bene  lit  of  the 
most-favoured  nation  tariff.  After  prolonged  correspondence 
between  the  British  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Paris,  the 
London  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  the  Foreign  Offices  of 
the  two  countries,  it  is  now  stated  that  a  new  form  of  cer- 
tilicate  of  origin  has  been  drafted  which  the  French 
Customs  authorities  have  expressed  their  willingness  to 
accept  in  the  case  of  goods  exported  from  this  country,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  this  step,  in  conjunction  with  the  recent 
instructions  issued  to  the  French  Customs  authorities  in 
August  last,  which  enjoined  the  placing  of  greater  reliance 
on  the  good  faith  of  such  declarations,  may  prove  effectual 
in  removing  some,  at  least,  of  the  difficulties  which  have  been 
felt  to  affect  the  importation  of  British  goods  into  France. 

Messes.  May,  Eobeets  &  Co  ,  drnggists'  sundriesmen, 
Clerkenwell  Eoad,  E.G.,  will  have  their  new  illustrated  price- 
list  ready  for  distribution  within  the  next  few  days.  We  have 
seen  an  advance-copy  of  it,  and  find  points  in  it  which  will 
warrant  keen  buyers  making  a  post-card  request  for  a  copy 
immediately.  The  combination  amongst  indiarubber  manu- 
facturers has  raised  the  prices  of  all  kinds  of  indiarubber 
goods  which  druggists  handle,  but  M.,  R.  &  Co.  have  made 
very  little  difference  in  their  list-prices,  and  they  continue 
the  carriage-paid  (for  51.  orders)  and  free-cases  system.  The 
latter  innovation  is,  we  understand,  working  smoothly.  The 
patents-list  again  shows  advances.  It  includes  special 
mention  of  every  P.A.T.A.  or  other  protected  article,  and  of 
goods  which  are  saleable  by  chemists  only.  Customers  are 
advised  to  buy  certain  goods  from  the  makers  when  there  is  | 
no  advantage  in  buying  from  M.,  R.  &  Co.,  but  we  cannot  find 
more  than  one  instance  of  this  kind — viz.,  Beecham's  pills—  t 
while  there  are  dozens  of  cases  in  which  notes  are  given 
showing  buyers  how  best  to  buy.  The  list  of  packed  goods, 
&c.,  has  been  rearranged  so  that  the  first  four  pages  of  it 
form  a  complete  index,  fuller  particulars  and  illustrations 
following. 


A  LETTER  from  Messrs.  Seabury  &  Johnson's  solicitors 
appeared  in  the  Morning  Advertiser  of  December  27,  in 
reference  to  the  case  at  Lambeth  Police  Court  reported  by 
us  last  week.  The  reports  in  the  daily  papers  did  not  give 
the  name  of  the  makers,  and  consequently  it  was  thought 
that  the  Magistrate's  comments  on  "  these  American  plasters  " 
(which,  by  the  way,  were  very  injudicious,  as  he  had  not  heard 
tlie  defence,  but  dismissed  the  summons  on  a  legal  point) 
v\  ere  unfair  to  other  American  makers.  Messrs.  McKenna  k 
Co  (Seabury  &  Johnson's  solicitors)  write  : — "  In  justice  to  our 
clients,  Messrs.  Seabury  &  Johnson,  of  New  York,  who  are, 
we  believe,  the  largest  manufacturers  of  belladonna  plasters 
in  the  world,  and  whose  plasters  have  a  very  large  sale  in 
England,  we  desire  to  point  out  that  the  plasters  which  were 
the  subject  of  the  before- mentioned  prosecution,  although 
American  plasters,  were  not  the  plasters  of  our  clients,  who 
claim  that  their  plasters  are  of  the  highest  standard  of 
belladonna  plasters  manufactured  either  in  America  or 
England,  and  that  they  conform  to  the  requirements  of  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia." 

The  Ceown  Perfumeey  Company,  of  Fore  Street,  E.G., 
send  us  an  account  of  their  experience  with  another  Crown 
Perfumery  Company,  respecting  whom  they  use  very  un- 
complimentary language.  They  found  last  July  that  their 
namesakes  had  been  advertising  in  a  Glasgow  paper  a 
missing-word  competition,  offering  a  prize  to  everyone  who 
solved  the  puzzle  and  forwarded  \s.  Id.  for  a  box  of  tooth- 
powder.  The  address  given  was  "The  Crown  Perfumery 
Company,  34  Arlington  Street,  Clerkenwell,  E.C."  They 
ascertained  that  the  advertisement  was  being  offered  to 
various  papers  by  parties  styling  themselves  "  C.  R.  Young 
&  Co.  (Limited),  advertising  agents."  Inquiry  respecting 
this  firm  led  to  the  discovery  that  its  address  was  merely  a 
barber's  shop  in  the  City  where  letters  were  received,  and 
that  the  person  using  this  address  and  the  name  of 
"  C.  R.  Young  &  Co.  (Limited)  "  was  one  Oscar  Bartley.  The 
rest  of  the  story  details  the  difficulties  the  Crown  Per- 
fumery Company  had  with  the  police  of  Glasgow  and 
Scotland  Yard  respectively.  The  Glasgow  police,  finding 
that  the  alleged  fraud  was  traceable  to  Clerkenwell,  said  it 
was  a  matter  for  Scotland  Yard  to  deal  with.  The  Metro- 
politan Police  investigated,  but  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
they  could  only  proceed  if  a  warrant  was  obtained  on  the 
information  of  someone  who  had  been  defrauded.  As  the 
victims  resided  in  Glasgow,  and  the  enterprising  missing- 
word  man  in  Clerkenwell,  it  was  necessary,  either  that  the 
information  should  be  sworn  in  London  or  that  the  case 
should  be  tried  in  Glasgow.  This  meant  considerable 
expense  for  somebody,  and  the  Crown  Perfumery  Company 
did  not  see  why  they  should  be  saddled  with  it  for  the 
benefit  of  credulous  newspaper-readers. 

Me.  D.  S.  Kemp,  in  a  recent  note  in  the  C.  4-  Z>.,  referred 
to  a  percolator  with  hot-water  jacket,  but  the  section  sketch 
scarcely  showed  the  exact  form  of  the  apparatus.  We  give 
another  sketch.    The  apparatus  was  designed  by  Mr.  Kemp, 


and  those  who  would  like  to  see  one  in  operation  should  call 
at  Gallenkamp's  apparatus-warehouse  in  Holborn.  The 
percolator  is  made  of  copper.  Mr.  Kemp  mentions  to  us,  as 
an  example  of  the  efficiency  of  the  apparatus,  that  in  ex- 
tracting chrysarobin  from  Goa  powder  by  means  of  chloroform 
the  chrysarobin  crystallises  out  in  the  receiver,  so  that  re- 
crystallisation  isi  unnecessary. 
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Xcgal  1Rcport0. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

FORMALIX  AS  A  PRESERVATIVE. 

At  Liverpool  on  December  22,  Samuel  Wainwright,  a  milk- 
dealer,  was  charged  with  selling  milk  in  wuich  Dr.  Colling- 
woo-i  Williams,  piiblic  analyst,  found  a  small  percentage  of 
formalin.  The  sample  was  purchased  as  separated  milk,  and 
the  formalin  was  an  unnecessary  addition  to  properly- 
treated  milk.  Besides,  it  rendered  the  milk  itself  less  easy 
of  digestion,  it  hardened  the  lining  membrane  of  the 
stomach,  and  enabled  stale  milk  to  be  sold  as  fresh.  Pro- 
fessor Boyce,  of  Liverpool  University  College,  having  given 
evidence  as  to  the  harmful  effects  of  formalin,  Mr.  E.  Davies 
and  Dr.  Barron  for  the  defence  gave  their  opinion  that  the 
small  quantity  of  formalin  in  the  milk  was  not  injurious. 

The  Magistrate  said  he  was  on  the  side  of  the  cow  and 
against  the  chemist,  and  fined  defendant  51.  and  costs. 

Notice  of  appeal  was  given. 


Milk  of  Sulrhuk. 
At  Petersfitld  (Hants)  Petty  Sessions  on  December  21, 
Charles  Whitcombe,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Petersfield,  was 
summoned  for  selling  milk  of  sulphur  adulterated  with  34 
per  cent,  of  sulphate  of  lime.  Defendant,  who  was  repre- 
sented by  Mr,  G.  Cosens  Prior,  pleaded  not  guilty. 

The  purchase  of  5-  lb.  of  the  drug  was  proved  by  George 
Hayles,  assistant  to  Mr.  E.  C.  Davis,  Inspector.  In  reply  to 
Mr.  Prior  Mr.  Hajles  admitted  that  he  did  not  ask  for  milk 
of  sulphur  according  to  the  directions  of  the  new  British 
PharmacopcBia. 

Inspector  Davis,  in  cross-examination,  said  he  had  a  little 
chemical  knowledge,  but  he  was  not  going  to  express  an 
opinion  on  the  value  of  milk  of  sulphur  as  manufactured 
prior  to  the  new  Pharmacopuiia  as  a  medicine.  He  was  not 
only  aware  that  precipitated  sulphur  had  now  been  made 
.synonymous  with  milk  of  sulphur  in  the  new  British  Phar- 
macopfcia,  but  also  that  in  old  works  on  pharmaceutical 
chemistry  they  were  synonymous  terms.  Mr. :  Prior  read  a 
description  of  the  manufacture  of  milk  of  sulphur  from  a 
book  on  chemistry  published  in  1828,  and  witness  said  that 
was  quite  an  antiquated  method.  Mr.  Prior  :  Would  you  be 
surprised  to  learn  that  it  is  the  method  adopted  at  the  present 
moment  for  the  manufacture  of  milk  of  sulphur?  Witness: 
I  would  not  be  surprised  to  bear  anything.  Mr.  Prior  drew 
witness's  attention  to  the  1898  list  of  a  leading  Ih-m  of 
manufacturing  chemists,  in  which  milk  of  sulphur  was  dis- 
tinguished from  sulphur  precipitatum,  and  asked  if  that  was 
a  false  description.  Witness  :  I  say  nothing  ;  but  if  I  asked 
for  milk  of  sulphur  I  should  expect  sulphur  precip. — pure 
milk  of  sulphur.  When  I  take  milk  of  sulphur  I  do  not  wish 
to  have  plaster  of  Paris  in  my  interior.  In  farther  cross- 
examination  witness  said  it  was  a  lie  to  state  that  this  action 
had  been  brought  simply  to  catch  the  chemist  because  the 
new  British  Pharmacopceia  had  been  brought  out  within  the 
last  few  months. 

Dr.  Arthur  Angell,  County  Analyst,  was  of  opinion  that 
this  drug,  it  taken  internally,  would  be  injurious  to  healtb. 
Cross-examined  :  He  was  not  a  medical  man  in  the  ordinary 
sense,  but  a  doctor  of  philosophy.  Dr.  Angell  admitted 
that  the  new  British  Pharmacopojia  had  hardly  had  time  to 
come  into  working  order.  His  experience  was  that  if  a 
chemist  were  to  write  to  a  manufacturer  and  order  milk  of 
sulphur,  he  would  expect  to  get  ic  without  any  sulphate  of 
calcium.  If  pure  materials  were  used  in  the  manufacture 
there  could  not  be  any  calcium  remaining.  He  admitted 
that  what  he  now  claimed  to  be  adulterated  used  to  be 
milk  of  sulphur  proper,  but  that  ceased  in  1874.  He  did 
not  know  anything  about  any  notice  being  given  to  chemists, 
but  he  produced  a  book  on  pharmaceutical  chemistry  by 
Muter,  achemist  of  great  repute,  publishedinl874,in  whiclilao. 
sulphuris  and  precipitated  sulphur  were  named  synonymously. 
The  Pharmacopcjcia  had  been  altered  because  the  medical 
profession  knew  that  it  was  almost  a  crime  that  this  sul- 
phate of  lime  should  be  present.  He  had  no  thought  of  the 
B  itish  Pharmacopceia  or  allowed  it  to  have  the  slightest 
e  fijct  upon  him  in  bringirg  ihis  action, 


Mr.  Prior,  in  addressing  the  Court  for  the  defence,  said  that 
his  client  was  one  cf  the  most  reputable  chemists  in  the 
town,  and  had  borne  a  high  and  irreproachable  character  as 
a  pharmaceutical  chemist  both  ic  Petworth  and  Petersfield 
for  the  last  thirty-five  years.  He  purchased  the  Petersfield 
business  frrm  the  executors  of  the  late  Mr.  Greenshields  in 
October,  1897,  and  amongst  the  stock  was  the  milk  of 
sulphur,  and  he  had  bad  no  occasion  to  buy  any  new  stock 
of  that  description  since.  Such  proceedings  as  these  brought 
the  law  into  disrepute  and  made  people  think  of  it  more  as  a 
tiick  to  obtain  a  conviction  and  not  in  accordance  with 
equity  or  justics.  His  client's  name  came  before  the  public, 
who  did  not  understand  chemistry,  as  if  he  were  guilty  for 
the  sake  of  gain  of  selling  an  aculterated  article,  whereas 
his  client  always  endeavoured  to  buy  the  very  best  materials 
from  the  very  best  houses.  If  blame  should  attach  to 
anyone  it  should  be  to  the  manufacturers,  who  still  issued 
circulars  sliowing  two  distinct  articles.  In  conclusion  he 
mentioned  that  similar  actions  at  Burnley  and  Bradford  had 
been  dismissed  by  the  Magistrates  cn  the  ground  that 
chemists  bad  not  had  time  to  assimilate  mentally  the  new 
Pharmacopada. 

Mr.  Whitcombe  gave  evidence  on  his  own  behalf,  and  said 
in  the  Pharmacopoeia  of  1885  milk  of  sulphur  was  not 
stated  to  be  synonymous  wilh  precipitated  sulphur,  and  he 
had  always  understood  them  to  be  different  drugs,  and 
always  kept  them  separate.  There  was  no  commercial 
difference  of  value  between  them  worth  spe  iking  of. 
Unless  he  orccred  precipitated  sulphur  his  wholesale  house 
would  not  send  it.  He  bought  the  very  best  drugs  he  could 
buy,  and  paid  the  very  best  prices  for  them.  He  c^id  not 
believe  sulphate  cf  calcium  would  be  injurious  to  health. 
Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Davis  :  He  was  rather  annoyed  when 
Mr.  Davis  called,  as  he  had  always  been  used  to  doing  things 
in  an  upright  way.  By  precipitated  sulphur  he  meant  pure 
sulphur,  but  there  might  be  some  percentage  of  lime  in  it. 
He  might  have  told  Mr.  Davis  that  he  sold  the  milk  of 
sulphur  as  he  bought  it  in  Ivondon,  giving  no  thought  at  the 
time  whether  he  purchased  it  or  not.  He  had  never 
attempted  to  test  the  drug  by  burning  it,  and  did  not  think 
it  was  his  duty  to  do  so.  It  would  not  be  possible  for  him 
to  test  every  drug  in  his  shop. 

Mr.  H.  M.  Brownfield,  M.R.C.S  ,  L.P.C.P.,  said  if  he  wrote 
for  milk  of  sulphur  he  should  expect  it  to  be  mixed  with 
sulphate  of  calcium,  and  if  he  prescribed  milk  of  sulphur 
for  a  patient  he  would  expect  the  dispensing  chemist  to  use 
that  particular  article.  Cross-examined  :  He  had  not  kept 
himself  up  to  date  with  regard  to  this  preparation,  and  pure 
sulphur  would  certainly  be  better  than  milk  of  sulphur.  He 
certainly  thought  the  new  Pharmacopoeia  was  an  improve- 
ment, and  he  should  now  always  prescribe  precipitated 
sulphur  instead  of  milk  of  sulphur. 

Mr.  W.  B.  Edgeler,  J. P.,  who  has  been  a  pharmaceutical 
chemist  in  Petersfield  for  twenty-eight  years,  said  if  he 
wanted  milk  of  sulphur  he  should  write  for  lac.  sulphuris, 
and  if  he  wanted  precipitated  sulphur  he  should  write  for 
sulphur,  precip.,  and  he  would  expect  lac.  sulphuris  to 
contain  a  certain  proportion  of  sulphate  of  lime.  Since 
the  new  Pharmacopceia  of  course  chemists  had  to  reconsider 
their  position. 

The  Chairman  said,  after  taking  into  considerat,ion  that 
the  terms  were  only  made  synonymous  in  recent  years, 
they  must  dismiss  the  case,  but  they  thought  the  public 
analyst  was  perfectly  justified  in  bringing  it  forward. 


Bottles  and  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act. 

At  Manchester  City  .Police  Court,  on  December  23,  Wm. 
Capper,  herbalist,  was  charged  by  the  inspector  of  the 
Manchester  Mineral-water  Association  with  breaches  of  the 
Merchandise  Marks  Act  by  selling  botanic  beer  of  his  own 
manufacture  in  bottles  bearing  the  labels  of  other  makers. 
He  pleaded  guilty,  and  a  fine  of  40^.  in  each  of  three 
summonses,  with  costs  and  31.  3s.  extra  costs,  was  imposed. 


County  Court  Cases. 

A  Dispute  about  Commission. 
At   the  Wandsworth   County  Court  last  week  Messrs. 
Arding  &  Hobbs,  of  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.,  sued  Mr. 
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Parkinson,  a  chemist,  lately  residing  in  Dalka  Koad,  Wands- 
worth Common,  for  11/.,  commission  on  the  sale  of  a  house. 
Plaintiffs  stated  that  instructions  had  been  given  to  the 
manager  of  their  house- agency  department  to  sell  defendant's 
house  for  the  sum  of  3Z0A  A  purchaser  was  found  by  the 
plaintiffs,  and  the  sum  of  3Wl.  was  obtained.  On  behalf  of 
the  defendant  it  was  contended  that  the  house  was  sold 
through  a  Mr.  Williams,  who  had  received  the  commission. 
This  was  denied,  the  purchaser  of  the  house  stating  he 
received  the  order  to  view  the  house  from  Messrs.  Arding  & 
Hobbs,  and  did  not  know  Mr,  Williams  until  he  had  agreed 
to  purchase  the  house.  Judgment  for  the  amount  claimed 
was  given. 


Bankruptciea  anb  jfailurcs. 


Jie  K.  LB  COJIPTE,  Eist  Howard  Street,  Glasgow, 
Manufacturing  Chemist. 

This  debtor  appeared  for  his  examination  in  ccsaio,  at  the 
Glasgow  Sheriff  Court,  on  December  2Z.  It  appeared  that 
the  debtor  had  not  filed  a  statement  of  affairs,  and  the 
Sheriff  said  this  practice  had  now  grown  to  be  an  abuse, 
and  he  should  select  an  opportunity  of  sending  such  a  debtor 
to  prison  for  contempt  of  court. 


Ee  James  Graham,  7  Ridley  Street,  Shieldfield,  late  6  Leazes 
Park  Road,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  Druggists'  Traveller,  kc. 

This  debtor  appeared  at  the  Newcastle  County  Court  last 
week  for  examination.  He  stated  that  he  bad  failed  once 
before,  his  liabilities  then  amounting  to  500/.  Previous  to 
that  failure  he  had  carried  on  for  eight  years  the  business 
of  a  wholesale  and  manufacturing  confectioner.  He  traded 
for  two  years  afterwards,  and  got  into  financial  difficulties 
again,  and  he  sold  his  business.  His  present  bankruptcy 
was  caused  by  his  creditors  in  the  second  period  of  his 
business  pressing  him.  The  amount  of  his  liabilities  since 
that  time  was  very  small.  The  examination  was  adjourned. 


S)ee^0  of  arranoemcnt 


Davies,  Alfced  Foster,  traJ'mg  as"Davies  &  Roberts,"  The  Mi^nPt 
Cliemical-works,  Itarshgate  Lane,  Strat'ord,  and  rcsiciins  at  11  St. 
Paul's  Road,  Totteuliaui,  chemical-mannfactiirer.  Trustee,  Steplien 
Musgrave,  8  Clifford's  Imi,  Fleet  Street,  H.O.,  solicitor'.-*  luana^rins 
clerk.  Dated,  December  19  :  filed.  December  24.  Secured  creditors, 
107/. :  liabilities  unsecured,  1.963;.  7s.  Zd. ;  estimated  net  assets,  1,1151. 


The  foUowing  are  scheduled  as  ci  editors  : — 

£  .5.  (!. 

British  Gas  Light  Company,  Norwich . .       ..       ..    25  0  0 

Brooks,  Sampson  &  Spiller  (Limited ),  Loudon       . .    50  0  0 

Carron  Company,  Stirling        ..   15  0  0 

Clayton  Aniline  Company,  Manchester        . .       . .    60  0  0 

Oowx,  J.,  Liverpool        ..       .,       ..       ..       .,    12  0  0 

Douglas,  J.,  Loudon    140  0  0 

Dowey,  F.,  Loudon    20  0  0 

Firmin,  T.  R.,  London   300  0  0 

Gas  Light  and  Coke  Company,  London        ..       ..    30  0  0 

Great  Northern  Railway,  Lomlon    109  0  0 

Groom,  R.  H.,  Manchester   15  0  0 

Liverpool  United  Gas  Company,  Liverpoil   ..       ..    85  0  0 

London  and  North-Western  Railway,  London        . .  143  0  0 

London,  Brighton,  and  South  Coast  Railway,  London  2;!7  0  0 

Metropolitan  District  Railway,  London        . .       . .    24  0  0 

Midlaud  Railway,  London   1500 

Read,  Holliday,  Halifax  21  0  0 

Reading,  W.,  Stratford   180  0  0 

Roberts,  Mrs.,  London   300  0  0 

Stevens,  E.,  &  Sou,  Loudou       . .       . .       . .       . .    32  0  0 

Stockman,  S.  N.,  London  13  0  0 

Thompson,  McKay  &  Co.  (Limited),  Liverpool       ..    11  0  0 

Union  Lighterage  Company  (Limited;,  Loudou     ..    54  0  0 


Jenkins,  Alexander,  114  St.  Aldate's  Street,  O.xford,  dispensing  chemist. 
Trustee,  Arthur  E.  Preston,  Oxford,  chartered  accountant.  Dated, 
December  16;  filed,  December  21,   Secured  creditors,  25?. ;  liabilities 


nnseoared,  205?.  17.«. ;  estimated  net  ^assets,  lOOi.  The  foUowing  are 


scheduled  as  creditors  :— 

£  t.  d. 

Hearon,  Squire  &  Francis,  Lomlon   25  0  0 

Lynch  &  Co.  (Limited),  London    '.33  0  0 

Maw,  Son  &  Thompson,  London        ..       ..       .,  15  0  0 

Southall  (Limited),  Birmingham       .,       ..       ..  13  0  0 

M'yleys  (Limited),  Coventry   70  0  0 


(Ba3ette, 


THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACTS,  1883  AND  1890. 

Receiving  Order. 

Mann,  Edwin,  Liverpool,  chemist  and  druggist. 

Order  made  on  Application  foe  Dischaboh. 

Ford,  Alfred,  Bloxwicb,  miueral-watcr  mmufarturer— ilischargcd  on 
payuieot,  on  or  before  November  30,  1893,  of  75/.  to  tlie  dtlicial 
Receiver  for  distribution  amongst  the  creditors. 


IRew  Companies  S,  Company  Mem, 


Thomas  Seager  &  Co.  (Limited).— Capital  2  000/,  in 
11.  shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  and  carry  on  the  business 
of  mineral-water  and  cordial  manufacturers  carried  on  by 
ThoQias  Seager  and  Gilbert  G.  Burrington,  at  Cheltenham, 
as  "  Thomas  Seager  &  Co." 

H.  MoRRELL  (Limited).— Capital  20,000/.,  in  1/.  share.a. 
Objects :  To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  as  "  H.  Morrell," 
at  Cook's  Road,  Stratford,  Essex,  and  to  manufacture,  sell 
and  deal  in  printing  and  writing  inks,  &c.  The  first 
directors  aie  Wm.  Williams,  Arthur  F.  Walker,  and  John  H. 
Williams. 

AcETYLiTE  (Limited).— Capital  10,000/.,  in  1/.  shares. 
Objects  :  To  acquire,  own,  and  work  certain  patents  relating 
to  acetylene  gas,  ami  to  acquire  and  carry  on  the  business 
connected  with  such  patents  carried  on  by  A.  M.  Chance, 
G.  Salter,  and  T.  H.  Kendrick  at  400  New  John  Street, 
Birmingham. 

Lord's  (Limited),  with  a  capital  of  4,000/.,  in  11.  shares. 
Objects :  To  acquire  and  carry  on  the  business  of  a  mineral- 
water  manufacturer  carried  on  by  John  Lord  at  Walsall. 
The  fits';  directors  are  John  H.  Watkiss,  Thomas  Downing, 
and  Selina  Downing.  Registered  office,  96  Birmingham 
Road,  Walsall. 

Pink  &  Green  (Limited).  —  Capital  1.000/.,  in  1/. 
shares.  Objects :  To  carry  on  tne  business  of  storekeepers, 
diys&lters,  and  dealers  in  perfumery,  soap,  mineral  waters, 
druggists'  sundries,  tobacco,  pickles,  &c.  Among  the  sub- 
scribers is  Ernest  Browne,  perfume  manufacturer,  of 
9  Clementina  Terrace,  Carlisle.  Registered  without  aniclts 
of  association. 

RfDER's  Ebonite  Company  (Limited).— Capital  15,0C0/. 
in  1/.  shares.  Objects:  To  acquire  the  business  of  Ryder  A: 
Co.    (Limited),  ebonite   screw-stopper   manufacturers,  of 

1  Wallis  Road,  Victoria  Park,  N.E.  ;  to  acquire  the  business 
of  A.  C.  Baber  &  Co  ,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  manufactuie 
of  stoppers;  and  to  manufacture,  sell,  and  deal  in  stoppeis, 

!  bottles,  jars,  &o. 

[  BoissELiBR  Patent  Bottlb-cap  (Limited).— Capital 
3.000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects:  To  adopt  an  agreement  wiih 
Astor  Boisselier,  and  to  manufacture,  sell,  and  deal  in  caps 

1  and  stoppers  for  bottles,  jars,  and  other  vessels.  The  first 
subscribers  (each  with  one  share)  are: — Astor  Boisselier, 
36  Lime  Street,  E  C,  drug-merchant ;  Sydney  S.  Austin  and 
George  Austin,  14  Addle  Street,  E  C.,  manufacturers ; 
Ernest  A.  Umney,  50  Southwark  Street,  S  E.,  chemist;  Miss 
Emily  J.  Austin,  Miss  Ethel  M.  Austin,  and  Miss  Edith  E. 

'  Austin,  all  of  Ravensbourne,  Sydenham.  The  first  directors 
are  Astor  Boisselier  and  George  Austin.  Registered  office, 
36  Lime  Street,  E.C. 

Edgar's  Croup-lotion  (Limited).— Capital  lO.COO/.,  in 
1/.  shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  the  business  of  a  jjatent- 
medicine  manufacturer  and  vendor,  carried  on  by  Susannah 
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Edgar,  at  Dartford,  Kent,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of 
chemists,  druggists,  daysalters,  oil  ami  colour  men,  &c.  The 
first  subscribers  are : — Susannah  Edgar,  Field  House,  Dart- 
ford,  Kent,  medicine  vendor  (5  shares)  ;  Frank  C.  Stedman, 
314  Strand,  W.C.,  tobacconist  (1)  ;  H.  E.  Warner,  3  Corn- 
wall Mansions,  Clarence  Gate,  W.,  journalist  (1) ;  Harold  A. 
("olyer.  Old  Rectory,  Northfleet,  gentleman  (1)  ;  H.  E.  G. 
Roy,  33  Overstrand  Mansions,  Battersea  Park,  S.W.,  gentle- 
man (1)  ;  E.  M.  Hadley,  73  IJasinghall  Street,  E.C  ,  broker 
(1);  Harry  White,  63  Cheapside,  E.G.,  watchmaker  (1). 
Table  "A"  mainly  applies. 

Dent's  (Limited). — Capital  2,000/.,  in  IZ.  shares.  Objects : 
To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  as  "  The  Dental  Mechanics 
Company,"  at  432  Strand,  W.C  ,  and  35  Ludgate  Hill,  E.G., 
to  manufacture  artificial  teeth,  to  buy,  sell, !  manufacture, 
export,  import,  and  deal  in  chemical,  surgical,  and  anatom- 
ical apparatus  and  appliances,  and  to  employ  qualified 
surgeon-dentists,  medical  practitioners,  and  chemists.  The 
first  subscribers  (each  with  one  share)  are: — Mary  E.  Ire- 
land, 41  Woodberry  Grove,  Finsbury  Park,  N.,  clerk  ;  Mabel 

D.  Harding  and  Maud  S.  Harding,  82  FerndaJe  Road,  Leytoc- 
stone,  clerks  ;  Maggie  Gilray,  36  Great  Coram  Street,  W.C., 
cleik ;  Violet  A.  Smith,  104  Cornwall  Road,  Westbourne 
Park,  W.,  clerk ;  Leoline  Hartley,  12  Portland  Terrace, 
Regent's  Park,  N.W.,  teacher;  Alice  li.  Austen,  15  Highbury 
Place,  N.,  clerk.    Registered  without  articles  of  association. 

KuTNOW  Brothers  (Limited).— Capital  20,200^.,  in  11. 
shares  (200  founders').  Objects:  To  adopt  an  agreement 
with  Sigismund  Kutnow,  Hermann  Kutnow,  and  Gustav 
Kutnow,  and  to  carry  on  a^;  successors  to  Kutnow  Brothers 
the  business  of  a  merchant  and  dealer  in  medicines  and 
medicated  articles  in  North  America.  The  first  seven 
subscribers  are : — Hermann  Irwell,  24  Coleman  Street,  E.C  , 
stockbroker  (500  ordinary  and  5  founders') ;  John  Graham, 
24  Coleman  Street,  E.G.,  solicitor  (600  ordinary  and  6 
founders');  Henry  Hayman,  3  Coleman  Street,  E.G., 
merchant  (500  ordinary  and  5  founders') ;   B.  W.  Levy. 

17  Tokenhouse  Yard,  E.G.,  merchant  (500  ordinary  and  5 
founders') ;  Martin  Lilienfeld,  19  and  20  Holborn  Viaduct, 

E.  G.,  merchant  (500  ordinary  and  5  founders') ;  Samuel  Baer, 

18  Adamson  Road, South  Hampsteafl,  merchant  (500  ordinary 
and  5  founders' ) ;  Moritz  Joseph,  28  Holborn  Viaduct,  E.G., 
merchant  (500  ordinary  and  5  founders').  The  first  directors 
are  Sigismund  Kutnow,  Martin  Lilienfeld,  Henry  Hayman, 
Siegfried  Strauss,  and  Hermann  Irwell.  Registered  oflice, 
41  Farringdon  Road,  E  C. 


The  directors  of  A.  J.  White  (Mother  Seigel's,  Limited) 
have  declared  an  interim  dividend  of  5  per  cent.  (  Is.  per 
share)  on  the  ordinary  shares. 

Mbister,  Lucius  &  Bruning,  of  Hochst  a/M.,  are  to  pay 
a  dividend  of  26  per  cent,  for  the  year  now  closing.  This  is 
the  same  as  in  1897. 

The  Nusnberg  Soda-fagtoey  is  still  unable  to  pay  a 
dividend,  the  profits  of  the  past  year  having  been  swallowed 
up  by  administrative  expenses. 

Aktibngesellschaft  fur  Pharmaceutische  Bedarps- 

AKTIKEL    (VOEM.    GeORG     WENDEROTH,      CASSEL).— This 

company  made  a  net  profit  of  lH,606tn.  in  the  year  ending 
June  30,  and  is  to  pay  a  dividend  of  7  per  cent,  on  the 
ordinary  shares. 

Aktiengesellschaft    fur    Chemische  Producktb 

(VORM.  H.  SCHEIDBMANDEL,  LA^M)S^UT).— A  net  profit  of 
268,696m.  has  been  made  by  this  company  during  the  past 
year,  and  from  this  a  dividend  of  12  per  cent,  is  to  be  paid, 
as  compared  with  9  per  cent,  last  year.  The  dividend  will 
absorb  186,000ai. 

SERU.^t  UXD  LiMPFixsTiTUT,  BEEN.. — Under  the  above  title 
a  joint-stock  company  has  been  formed  for  the  preparation  and 
sale  of  serum  and  lymph,  as  well  as  other  bacterio-thera- 
peulic  preparations.  This  institution  succeeds  those  of 
Hilfliger  &  Co.,  Berne,  and  Charles  Haccius,  Lancy,  Geneva. 
The  capital  is  450,000f.  (450  shares  of  l.OOOf.). 

Hicics  &  Oo.  (Limited). — The  directors  of  this  druggists' 
business  at  Cardiff  have  just  issued  their  report  and  balance- 
sheet  for  the  eighteen  months  ended  September  30  last.  The 
balance-sheet  shows  the  position  of  the  company  on  that  date, 


but  does  not  give  particulars  as  to  the  trading.  The  directors 
state  that  in  consequence  of  the  coal  strike  they  considered 
it  advisable  to  defer  issuing  the  balance-sheet,  so  that  the 
loss  which  they  foresaw  must  be  incurred  could  be  ascertained 
and  dealt  with.  The  freehold  premises  in  Queen  Street  they 
state  have  greatly  increased  in  value,  and  they  are  of  opinion 
that  they  should  stand  at  a  higher  figure  in  the  balance- 
sheet ;  therefore,  although  they  are  at  present  still  below 
their  market  value,  the  amount  of  such  increase  has  been 
used  to  write  otf  the  deficit,  and  also  a  consideralile  sum  off 
the  goodwill  and  fixtures,  and  the  balance  of  1,000/.  appears 
as  a  reserve  fund.  The  directors  state  that  they  will  submit 
a  proposition  to  the  meeting  of  shareholders  which  they 
believe  will  have  the  effect  of  placing  the  company  in  a 
position  to  pay  regular  dividends  in  the  future. 

Taylor's  Drug  Company  (Limited).  —  The  annua^ 
general  meeting  of  this  company  was  held  at  Leeds  on 
December  21,  Mr.  W.  B.  Mason  (chairman  of  the  company) 
presiding.  The  report  (particulars  of  which  were  given  in 
last  week's  issue)  was  read,  and  the  Chairman,  in  moving  its 
adoption,  said  he  thought  all  present  would  agree  with  him 
that  it  was  very  satisfactiiry.  In  1888  they  had  only  eight 
stores,  hut  now  they  had  sixty-four  branches  in  operation  and 
two  or  three  others  in  course  of  construction.  Business 
during  the  year  had  been  very  gratifying,  and  although  25 
per  cent,  of  the  profits  had  been  handed  over  to  the  reserve  fund 
they  wereable  to  payadividend  of  15  per  cent,  on  the  ordinary 
shares.  Dr.  Kemp,  who  seconded,  asked  if  there  was  any 
likelihood  of  their  getting  a  quotation  on  the  Stock  Exchange 
list.  The  Chairman  said  they  had  never  had  their  shares 
quoted,  as  none  of  the  shareholders  had  had  any  desire  to 
sell.  Mr.  Houldsworth  agreed  with  Dr.  Kemp  that  it  would 
1)6  advisable  to  secure  a  quotation  if  possible,  and  the 
auditor  said  the  question  had  never  arisen  before,  but  he 
would  make  inquiries  and  endeavour  to  secure  a  quotation  on 
the  local  Exchange  if  they  were  entitled  to  one.  The 
report  was  unanimously  adopted.  Mr.  Jno.  Mason  was 
re-elected  a  director  of  the  company,  and  Messrs.  Lee 
and  Whitfield  re-appointed  auditors.  The  Chairman  said  it 
would  be  of  interest  to  the  members  to  know  that  during  the 
week  ending  December  10  there  had  been  66,747  customers 
at  their  stores. 


Dcatb0. 


Agar. — At  Mansfield,  Notts,  on  December  26,  Mary  Ann 
wife  of  Mr.  William  Agar,  retired  chemist.    Aged  80. 

Bentley. — At  Haworth,  on  December  14,  Nr.  J.  T. 
Bentley,  chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  27. 

Black. — At-.  Douglas  Street,  Blythswood  Square,  Glasgow 
on  December  20,  Donald  Campbell  Black,  M.D.,  F.R.S.E.,  &c. 
in  his  55'h  year.  Dr.  Campbell  Black  was  formerly  pro- 
fessor of  clinical  medicine  at  Anderson's  College,  Glasgow, 
and  obtained  more  than  a  local  reputation  for  his  skill  in  the 
treatment  of  urinary  diseases.  To  the  medical  profession 
he  was  best  known  through  his  joining  hands  with  Dr. 
Rentoul  in  an  endeavour  to  reform  the  General  Medical 
Council,  but  Dr.  Black  failed  to  defeat  the  Scotch  direct 
representative,  Dr.  Bruce,  of  Dingwall.  Dr.  Black  was  a 
facile  writer  and  a  medical  iconoclast.  He  never  lost  an 
opportunity  to  make  an  onslaught  on  "  Listerism,"  on  Koch's 
discoveries,  and  on  the  abuse  of  public  hospitals  ;  and  it  was 
one  of  his  favourite  sayings  that  "  medicine  is  no  more  an 
exact  science  than  millinery." 

Hardy. — At  Queen's  College,  Cambridge,  on  December  19  , 
Edward  Croft,  eldest  son  of  Mr.  S.  G.  Hardy,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  Wandsworth  Common,  S.W.    Aged  22. 

Wells.— On  December  16,  at  Norwich,  Mr.  F.  G.  R.  Wells, 
late  dispenser,  to  Dr.  Muriel,  of  that  city.    Aged  26. 


Cochineal  in  India.— There  is  evidence,  says  Nature, 
that  cochineal-insects  were  introduced  into  Madras  five 
times  between  1795  and  1883,  with  a  view  to  the  establish- 
ment of  the  cochineal-industry  in  the  country.  In  1807 
Government  offered  a  reward  of  2,000/.  for  its  _  successful 
introduction.    It  never  became  thoroughly  established. 
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flDr.  ^.  f.  X\>ncb. 


"  TS  it  true  you  are  going  to  leave  the  City,  Mr.  Lynch?" 

X  asked  the  C.  <?•  B.  Town  Traveller  of  the  well-known 
druggists'  sundriesman  in  Aldersgate  Street  a  few  days  the 
other  side  of  Christmas. 

"  Yes  ;  I  shall  leave  here  on  the  31st  of  this  month,  and  I 
think  I  have  earned  a  little  rest  for  I  have  worked  as  hard 


as  any  man  in  the  City  of  London  for  more  than  fifty  years," 
was  Mr.  Lynch's  reply. 

"  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  it — no,  I  did  not  mean  that.  We 
shall  be  sorry  to  lose  jou,  but  I  meant  I  was  glad  to  hear  you 
were  going  to  take  a  rest." 

"  I  quite  understand  what  you  meant, '  said  Jlr.  Lynch. 
"  \ovi  meant  kindly,  I  know." 

Thus  pleasantly  absolved  of  his  fjaiicherie,  the  C.  <5'  D.  man 
produced  his  pencil  and  note-bock. 

"But  I  don't  want  yon  to  interview  me.  I  don't  want  this 
to  go  into  the  C.  ,\''  B." 

"■Why  not?" 

"  Why,  because  everybody  will  know  it." 

"  That's  true,  but  they  have  got  to  know  it.  You  don'c 
think  yovi  can  retire  from  the  business  and  nobody  wonder 
what  has  become  of  you  l  " 

"  No ;  but  I  have  never  cared  for  personal  publicity.  Busi- 
ness publicity  I  have  been  glad  to  have,  and  have  been 
willing  to  pay  for.  I  am  old-fashioned  enough  not  to  care 
to  be  paraded  before  the  readers  even  of  the  C.  <)'■  i>." 

"  But  we  must  state  the  fact  " 

"  Well,  state  the  fact,  then,  but  don't  embellish  it." 

"  Only  with  your  portrait,  Mr.  Ljnch;  and  I  shall  cer- 
tainly add  that  you  have  been  a  hard  worker.  For  I  have 
known  you  ever  since  you  started  this  business,  and  it  has 
gjown  to  be  a  pretty  biij;  affair  now.  Who  will  take  your 
place  here  when  you  have  left  I  " 

"  Well,  my  work  will  be  divided.  There  are  three  gentle- 
men who  will  sha^e  the  management.  They  have  all  been 
in  this  business  a  considerable  time,  and  understand  it  well. 
They  are  younger  men  than  I  am,  and  will  no  doubt  put 
fresli  ideas  into  it.  There  is  infinite  scope  for  development, 
and  I  certainly  shall  not  be  jealous  of  their  success,  however 
great  it  may  be." 

"  And  what  are  you  going  to  do  ?  " 

"  Oh,  I  shall  not  be  altogether  idle.  I  am  chairman  of 
Lamplough's,  you  know,  and  I  am  also  chairman  of  another 
company  not  connected  with  the  trade.  I  shall  continue  to 
look  after  these  businesses,  so  they  will  bring  me  to  the 
City  still.  Then  I  shall  have  my  garden  and  greenhouses, 
which  1  am  very  fond  of.  I  am  hoping  to  travel  a  little,  and 
I  expect  to  have  some  time  left  for  favourite  literary  pur- 
suits; so  you  see  I  shall  be  fairJy  occupied." 

Like  so  many  other  successful  Londoners,  Mr.  Lynch  is  an 
Irishman,  and,  notwithstanding  the  half -lifetime  he  has  spent 
on  the  banks  of  the  Thames,  his  speech  still  bewrayeth  him 
slightly.  It  was  with  W.  &  H.  M.  Goulding,  of  Cork,  that 
he  iirst  became  acquainted  with  the  drug-trade.  He  after- 
wards held  a  responsible  position  forsome  eight  years  in  Messrs. 
Maw's  establishment,  and  staited  in  the  commission-business 


about  1870  with  a  friend,  under  the  style  of  Lynch  &  Thorn- 
ton, in  Bush  Lane,  Cannon  Street.  About  two  years  later  he 
had  found  his  way  back  into  the  drnggists'-sundries  business  in 
the  court  in  Aldersgate  Street  where  Lynch  &  Co.  are  still 
locateil.  At  that  time  he  had  five  neighbours  in  that  court. 
Gradually  he  dispossessed  them  all,  and  Lynch  &;  Co.'s  ware- 
house now  occupies  the  whole  area.  The  space  is  now  not  big 
enough  for  the  requirements  of  the  firm,  but  Mr.  Lynch 
says  he  will  leave  it  for  the  younger  men  to  make  future 
developments.  Mr.  Lynch  says  he  has  had  his  share  of 
business  worries,  but  on  the  whole  he  has  found  his  occu- 
pation a  very  enjoyable  one.  He  has  made  many  firm 
friends,  and  he  hopes  not  many  enemies.  We  are  sure  all 
his  friends,  and  especially  those  of  us  who  have  worried 
him  in  the  past,  will  wisli  him  a  very  happy  new  year  in 
his  retirement,  and  lots  of  them. 


Z^ra^e*=^lDarft0  applic&  for. 

Anyone  who  objects  to  the  registration  of  a  trade-mark  must 
address  the  Comptroller-General,  Patent  Office,  Chancery 
Lane,  W.C.,  within  a  month  of  the  date  of  publication. 


{From  the  "  Trade  Marks  Journal,"  December  14,  1898.) 

Japanese  and  Chinese  picture-designs ;  for  chemical  substances 
used  in  manufactures,  photography,  (fcc.  By  A.  Kavberg  ct 
Co.,  5  East  India  Avenue,  E.G.,  merchants.  209,309  and 
212,025. 

Device  (the  essential  particular)  and  wording  "  CHEsT-rROTEfToii 
Cachous  "  ;  for  medicinal  cachous  and  lozenges.  By  Potter  &■ 
Clarke,  Artillery  Lane,  E.,  wholesale  druggists.  216,885. 

"  BiRTAC  "  ;  for  photographic  apparatus.  By  Birt  Acres,  Hert- 
ford, manufacturer.  218,136. 

IxCANTO  "  ;  for  apparatus  for  generating  acetylene  gas.  By  Thorn 
&  Hoddle,  Victoria  Street,  S.W.,  acetylene-gas  engineers, 
217,329. 

"Virissa";  for  perfumery  and  toilet-articles.  By  E.  Gordon, 
Paris,  merchant.  217,935. 

"  Pelletta  "  ;  for  perfumery  and  toilet-articles.  By  F.  W.  Bates, 
Brook's  Bar,  Manchester,  chemists.  218,014. 

"  Daddie  " ;  for  perfumery  and  toilet-articles.  By  the  Co- 
operative Wholesale  Society  (Limited),  Manchester,  manufac- 
turers. 218,389. 

(From,  the  "  Trade  Marls  Journal,"  December  21,  1898.) 
"  SoLiDis  " ;   for  chemical  substances  for  use   in  agricultural, 
horticultural,  veterinary,  and  sanitary  purposes.     By  the 
Sanitas  Company  (Limited),  Bethnal  Green,  E.,  manufac- 
turers 218,420. 

Device  of  label,  with  picture  of  emu  and  the  word  "  Emu  "  (the 
essential  jjarticulars)  ;  for  cliemical  substances  for  use  in 
medicine  and  pharmacy.  By  H.  D.  Brandreth,  Birkenhead, 
manufacturer.  214,189. 

Design  of  label  and  facsimile  signature  (the  essential  particular)  ; 
for  a  gout-saline.  By  J.  Boulton,  Stratford,  E.,  chemical- 
manufacturer.  217,654. 

"Vivara";  for  a  medicine  tor  liuman  use.  By  T.  W.  Coslett, 
Birmingham,  chemist.  217,821. 

"  Medino  "  ;  for  non-ai'rated,  non-medicated,  and  non-alcoholic 
beverages  and  preparations  for  making  same,  and  for  mineral 
and  al'rated  waters.  By  Cox  &  Co.  (Limited),  King's  Cross, 
N.,  brewers  of  non-alcoholic  beverages.    218,479  and  218,480. 

Design  of  label,  and  signature  "  William  Brand"  (the  essential 
particular) ;  for  a  meat  and  malt  wine.  By  W.  Brand,  Edin- 
burgh and  Broxburn,  N.B.,  merchant.  217,979. 

Design  of  ancient  gateway,  and  wording  "  Kaven  Nook";  for 
nuneral  and  ain-ated  waters.  By  T.  Ridley  tt  Co.  (Limited), 
Carlisle,  manufacturing  chemists.  216,237. 

"  Demon  "  ;  for  perfumed  soap.  By  J.  Crosfield  &  Sons,  War- 
rington, soap  mamufacturers.  217,313. 

"  Ladylove  "  ;  for  perfumery  and  toilet-articles.  By  the  Maypole 
Company  (Limited),  High  Holborn,  W.C.,  merchants, 
218,316. 

"  Sarasene  "  ;  for  hair,  tooth,  and  nail  brushes,  hair-combs" 
nail-cleaners,  and  tooth-powder,  violet-powder,  and  puff" 
boxes.  By  Ayrton  &  Saunders,  Liverpool,  druggists'  sundries- 
men.  217,471. 
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EMBROCATION 


In  bottles  to  retail  at 


8d.,     X/-,     stsid  S:/6. 

SANITAS" 


AND  OTHER 


DISINFECTANTS 

SULPHUR  FUMIGATING  CANDLES  (Kingzett's  Patents), 

6d.,  9d.,  and  1/-  each. 
PBESERVKD   PEROXIDE    OF  HYDROGEN 

(Kingzett's  Patent). 
MOTH  PAPER,  BLOCKS   AND  CRYSTALS, 
WEED  DESTROYER,  &o.,  &c. 


THE  SANITAS  CO.,  LIMITED,  BETHNAL  GREEN,  LONDON. 

AND  636-642  W.  55  Stbebt,  NEW  YORK. 


TOMLINSON  &  CO.'S 


11  *  l^.se 


00.^^       ESTABLISHED  1842 


Only  Address-MINT  ST.,  LINCOLN. 

stocked  by  all  Wholesale  Housesm 


FARRINGOON    ROAD,   LONDON,  E.G. 


M.  1  Viiiui  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

16/ el 

Flnelt  Pnrg  { 
STARCH  POWDER 

19/.!. 

No.  S  Piue 

CRUSHED  LINSEED 

14/ol 

Ko.  1  FlneBt  Light  Pure 
PRECIPITATED  CHALK 

25/ ol; 

BEST 

CLBANED  LINSEED 

15/ oft. 

No.  a  Pure           Ia-1  /  * 
PRECIPITATED  CHALkIA  I  /  BWt 

Ms.  1  Finest  Puie 
«>LLER'S  EARTH 
(Light  Oolonr) 

15/.^ 

"WHITE  EARTH" 
Bpectally  prepared  lot 
Toilet  parposea. 

18/ .Si 

No.  3  Pars 
FULLER'S  EARTH 

12  /  owt. 

FineBt  Pure 
koiLCT  OfTMEAL,  SPECIM. 

/3 

TSTrrc 

/9  tin*. 

Pnie 
UQUORICE 

/10'H 

Best  Pure 
1  ARROWROOT 

#  OABRIAOB  PAID  to  BaUwsy  Station!  wUhln  aOO  mllei  ol  I^ndon  (or 
■UowMM*  made  tot  iilit»ne««  baroDd)  on  a  total  weight  ot  111  Ibo.  and 
uvatdi  ol  aboTO  taiUSm,  WmtXSm  wu%•^a <tMTW»i  tw  •■  wtHlimUm. 

■i  •kVT*  MlBM. 

PUREST  IN  ENGLAND. 


OURNE 
TABLE 


SODA,  SELTZER. 
LITHIA,  POTASH,  LEMONADE. 
GINGER  ALE.  ht. 


Bnjpplied  in  Six  Dozen 
Oasea, 
OarrlBge  Paid,  by 

R.  M.  MILLS  &  CO., 

BOUKNB, 

Z>IirOOLI7SniRE. 


Analysis,  &<s.,  OB 
Applioation. 


WATERS 


Weit  End  Agents,  WHEATLET  &  SONS,  24  South  Aiidley  Street,  W. 
And  of  tkW  Ohemi8t3,  Wine  Merotiantfl,  Hotels,  &o, 


BELLADONNA  PLASTERS. 


Proscoution  vnder  the  Sale  of  Food  and  JJrnris  Act  at  the 
Lambeth  Police  Court,  Beccmher  22. 
See  The  Ciiemi.^t  and  DiinGQiST,  December  24,  1893,  page  1018. 


lu  mauy  of  the  published  reports  ot  the  above  rase  the  tame  Of  th; 
manufacturer  was  not  given. 

The  Plasters  complained  of 

were  NOT  SEABURY  &  JOHNSON'S. 

The  name  of  SEMIURY  &  .JOHNSO.X  on  any  Planter  stan.ls  for  » 
guarantee  of  full  Pliarm;icop(jc-ial  strength  and  the  highest  st"ndi»r(l  of 
excellence  of  manufadure  and  uniformity.  Indorencii-nt  annlysea  end 
published  report.'^  in  I'.ngland  and  America  fully  bear  out  the:-e  claim-, 
and  prove  the  contrary  of  others. 


DY's  Fluid. 


ELEVEN  INJUNCTIONS 


With  damages  and  costs,  have  been 
obtained  against  Chemists  selling  a 
liquid  not  manufactured  by  Condy  and 
Mitchell,  Ltd.,  in  execution  of  orders  for 
"CONDY'S  FLUiD." 


MALTED  MILK 


Send  Tra<3e  Car<3  and  ask  for  a  supply  of  "  FREDDY'S 
DIARIES";  they  will  please  your  Customers. 


35  FARRINGDON  ROAD,  B.C. 


The  principle  of 

fletcDers'  Concentrated  ClQuon 

Is  now  recognised  In  the 

BRITISH  PHARMACOP(EIA,  1898. 
Vol.  LIII. 

FiFTY-THEEE  Saturdays  in  1898,  and  we  end  the  year  with 
our  fifty-third  volume.  The  biggest  volume,  too,  of  the 
series,  for  it  contains  1062  pages  plus  an  index.  Two  like 
that  in  a  year,  and  a  600-page  Diaey  are  not  a  bad  half- 
sovereign's  worth  as  things  go.  We  thank  our  friends 
n  the  trade  for  making  such  volumes  possible.  Advertisers 
who  want  buyers  for  their  goods,  and  subscribers  who  know 
a  good  thing  when  advertisers  make  it  known,  have  con- 
tributed materially  to  the  progress  of  The  Chemist  and 
Deuggist.  We  trust  that  the  penultimate  year  of  the 
century  will  advance  this  splendid  co-operation,  and  that  it 
will  be  to  all  our  friends 

A  Happy  and  Prosperous  New  Year. 
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Drug;=trade  History  in  1898. 


The  year  now  ending  has  undoubtedly  been  a  busy  one, 
and  in  some  respects  an  impoitant  one.  The  figures  189B 
will  be  linked  in  the  future  with  a  British  Pharmacopoeia,  1 
and  also  with  a  British  Pharmacy  Act.  Curiously  enough,  I 
the  latter  achievement  was  coincident  with  an  audacious 
attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Privy  Council  to  surreptitiously 
destroy  the  original  Act  which  the  Legislature  was  at  that 
very  time  engaged  in  amending.  Moreover,  closely  following 
the  "unfriendly  act"  of  the  Lord  President  of  the  Privy 
Council  came  an  important  declaration  from  his  Cabinet 
colleague,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  in  strong  support  of  the 
principle  on  which  the  Pharmacy  Act  is  based,  and  in 
denunciation  of  the  unfair  usurpation  of  th3  privileges  of 
qualified  pharmacists  by  unqualified  companies.  This  mani- 
festo was  supported  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  the  previous 
Government,  but,  to  the  profound  regret  of  those  who  through 
the  controversies  of  the  past  twenty  years  have  most  earnestly 
contended  for  the  rights  of  pharmacists,  the  opportunity  thus 
created  was  thrown  away  with  a  light  heart.  AVe  shall 
endeavour  to  justify  this  allegation  in  the  paragraphs  which 
immediately  follow. 

The  Pharmacy  Acts  Amendment  Act  1898. 

When  Parliament  met  on  February  8,  nearly  four  hundred 
members  came  forward  to  ballot  for  precedeuce  in  private 
members'  Bills.    But  at  that  time  no  M.P.  had  undertaken 
the  charge  of  the  Bill  drafted  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
to  amend  the   Pharmacy  Acts,   and  it  was  not  until 
February  2A  that  the  measure  was  introduced  and  read  a 
first  time  on  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  Smith,  the 
member  for  the  Strand.  With  him  were  associated  as  backers 
of  the  Bill  Mr.  Brodie  Hoare  (Hampstead),  Dr.  Farquharson 
(West  Aberdeenshire),  Mr.  Boulnois  (Bast  Marylebone),  Mr. 
Thomas  Shaw  (Hawick  Burghs),  Col.  Brookfield  (East  Sussex), 
Mr.  Hudson  Kearley  (Devonport),  and  Mr.  Schwann  (North 
Manchester).    The  subsequent  history  of  the  Bill  in  Parlia- 
ment was  almost  romantic  by  its  varying  fortunes.  The 
second  reading  was  slipped  through  after  midnight  on 
March  7.     Until  then  no  notice  of  opposition  had  been 
announced.    Mr.  Crilly,  member  for  North  Mayo,  however, 
objected  to  the  second  reading,  and  according  to  the  rules 
of  the  House  his  objection  to  it  would  have  been  fatal  at 
that  time  of  night.    At  the  critical  moment  Dr.  Tanner,  of 
all  people,  gave  a  helping  hand,  and  it  was  due  to  his 
persuasion  that  Mr.  Crilly  was  induced  to  abandon  his 
opposition.    In  another  minute  the  House  of  Commons  had 
adopted  the  principle  of  the  Bill.   But  then  came  the  fiercest 
part  of  the  fight.    Mr.  Alexander  Cross,  member  for  the 
Camlachie  division  of  Glasgow,  and  the  head  of  a  firm  of 
seed-merchants  who  two  or  three  years  previously  were 
prosecuted  for  selling  an  arsenical  insect-killer,  suddenly 
awoke  to  the  national  danger  involved  in  this  measure,  and 
for  many  weeks  he  kept  Mr.  Smith  at  bay.    The  amend- 
ments he  proposed  were  irrelevant  and  ridiculous,  but  they 
answered  their  purpose  in  checking  the  further  progress  of 
the  Bill.    In  support  of  Mr.  Cross's  action  Mr.  Boot,  of 
Nottingham,  in  view  of  the  possible  collateral  danger  to 
company-pharmacy,  organised  a  farther  opposition,  and  more 
amendments  appeared  on  the  notice-paper.    At  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in  May  the  prospects 
of  the  Bill  were  spoken  of  as  next  to  hopeless.    But  the 
unexpected  happened.  On  June  8,  just  after  the  Whitsuntide 
recess,  the  Bill  got  into  Committee  ;  Mr.  Cross  was  absent, 
Mr.  Boot's  champion,  Mr.  Yoxall,  surrendered,  the  Bill 
passed  through  Committee  without  amendment,  was  reported 


to  the  House,  and  read  a  third  tim=  thit  afternoon,  and  a 
first  time  in  the  House  of  Lords  the  next  day  on  the  motion 
of  the  Earl  of  Hardwicke.  It  went  through  all  its  stages  in 
the  LTpper  House  without  comment  until  it  reached  the 
Grand  Committee,  when  the  Lord  Chancellor  and  Lord 
Herschell  intervened  in  regard  to  company-pharmacy,  in 
respect  to  which  the  former  drafted  an  amendment.  He 
was,  however,  induced  to  withdraw  it,  and  the  Bill  passed  its 
third  reading  on  July  21,  and  secured  the  Royal  assent  on 
July  25. 

The  modifications  accomplished  by  this  Act,  after  the 
expenditure  of  all  the  labour  we  have  narrated,  are  of  no 
trade  importance  whatever.  It  enables  the  Pha'maceutical 
Society  to  entitle  students  who  subscribe  after  passing 
the  Preliminary  examination  "  Student-Associates,  '  to  elect 
persons  who  have  passed  the  Minor  examination  to  member- 
ship instead  of  the  associateship  as  heretofore,  and  any  of 
these  members  are  now  eligible  to  sij  on  the  Council. 
Hitherto  membership  could  only  be  acquired  after  passing 
the  Major  examination.  The  election  of  Council  will  also  be 
slightly  affected,  only  seven  members  instead  of  fourteen 
retiring  annually.  Probably  the  most  important  ultimate 
result  of  the  Act  will  be  the  more  rapid  extinction  of  the 
Major  examination. 

The  Poisonous  Substances  Bill. 

In  fulfilment  of  many  promises  a  Bill  to  Kagulate  the  Sale 
of  Carbolic  Acid  and  other  unscheduled  poisons  was  intro- 
duced into  the  House  of  Lords  by  the  Lord  President  of  the 
Privy  Council  on  June  13.  It  dealt  with  th?  following  .sub- 
stances : — 

Butter  of  antimony. 
Carbolic  acid. 

Chloride  of  zinc  and  its  solutions. 
Cresylic  acid. 

Hydrocliloric  acid")  Unless  diluted  in  manner  prescribed  by 
Nitric  acid  v       the  Ei-itisli  Pliarmacoprpia  for  the  time 

Sulphuric  acid     J        beuig  in  force. 
Sugar  of  lead  and  other  salts  of  lead. 

Preparations  of  carbolic  or  cresylic  acid  or  their  horaologues 
used  as  disinfectants  and  containing  more  than  10  per  cent,  of  any 
of  them. 

Substances  sold  for  the  purpose  of  poisoning  hisects  or 
vermin. 

The  Bill  left  the  sale  of  these  substances  open  to  anyone, 
but  required  that  when  sold  they  should  always  be  labelled 
'  with  the  name  of  the  substance,  with  th?  word  "poison," 
and  with  the  name  and  address  of  the  vendor.  It  also  gave 
power  to  th3  Privy  Council  to  mike  regulatioas  as  to  the 
keeping  and  selling  of  these  substances,  and  to  amend  the 
schedule  as  they  should  ses  fit.  It  further  claimed  for  the 
Privy  Council  the  powers  at  present  entrusted  to  the  Council 
of  the  Pharmaceu'ioal  Society  of  prescribing  regulations  for 
keeping,  dispensing,  and  selling  the  poisons  scheduled  in  the 
Act  of  1868.  The  Bill  was  read  a  second  time  on  June  Z4-, 
after  a  brief  justification  of  its  policy  from  the  Duke  of 
Devonshire.  There  was  no  discussion  on  it,  either  then  or  at 
any  of  its  subsequent  stages,  and  it  was  read  a  third  time  in 
the  House  of  Lords  on  July  1.  Meanwhile  chemists  had 
realised  the  serious  danger  involved  in  the  principle  of  this 
measure.  There  was  no  suggestion  that  the  poison-sections 
of  the  1868  Act  had  proved  inefficient.  To  contemptuou.sly 
abandon  well-considered  and  well-proved  legislation,  and  to 
authorise  free  trade  in  the  most  deadly  articles,  without 
any  consultation  with  those  who  had  been  the  agents  of  the 
law  for  thirty  years,  was  felt  to  be  a  policy  as  stupid  in  its 
character  as  it  was  arrogant  in  its  execution.  Chemists 
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were,  we  believe,  absolutely  unanimous  in  their  opposition  to 
the  Duke  of  Devonshire's  proposal,  and  a  circular  in  reference 
to  it  addressed  to  members  of  the  House  of  Commons,  which 
was  published  with  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  July  2, 
was  cordially  received, and  in  a  few  days  members  of  Parlia- 
ment were  bombarded  with  it,  with  covering  letters  from 
their  constituents  in  all  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
Promises  of  opposition  to  the  Bill  and  of  sympathy  with  the 
chemists'  i-ase  were  received  from  scores  of  M.P.'s,  and 
by  the  time  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  had  organised  an 
opposition  on  similar  lines  the  Bill  was  as  good  as  defeated. 
There  was  no  opportunity,  however,  of  debating  the  policy, 
for  on  July  12  Mr.  Balfour,  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury, 
announced  that  the  Bill  would  not  be  proc-eeiled  with. 

The  Practice  of  Pharmacy. 

The  year  1898  had  not  got  into  double  day-figures  when 
the  pharmaceutical  and  medical  worlds  were  startled  by  the 
publication  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  particulars 
regarding  the  British  Pharmacopccia  then  forthcoming  and 
since  published.  The  information  which  we  had  was 
authentic,  new  principles  then  explained  to  the  trade  for 
the  first  time  are  now  to  be  found  in  theB.P.,  and  generally 
the  particulars  which  we  gave  were  not  so  unreliable  as  the 
vehement  rebuke  which  the  General  Medical  Council  passed 
upon  our  efforts  to  give  early  information  upon  matters 
which  the  whole  trade  was  interested  in  suggested.  On  the 
assurance,  however,  that  in  some  respects  our  information 
was  based  on  versions  which  had  been  withdrawn,  we 
abandoned  our  advance  publication ;  but  when  the  B.P. 
became  available  it  was  seen  that  no  glaring  inaccuracy 
appeared  in  our  articles.  Certain  matters  in  connection 
with 

The  Publication  of  the  Pharmacopoeia 

must  be  mentioned,  as  they  are  likely  to  be  historic.  When 
the  work  of  revision  was  approaching  completion  it  transpired 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  committee  to  give  the  drug- 
trade  ample  time  to  prepare  for  the  changes  which  would  be 
made.  Therefore,  on  April  7,  proof-copies  of  the  new 
Pharmacopa'ia  were  placed  in  the  ofiices  of  the  General 
Medical  Council  in  London,  Edinburgh,  and  Dublin  for  public 
in.spection  ;  and  on  the  same  day  review-copies  were  received 
by  journals  of  medicine  and  pharmacy.  On  the  previous  day 
all  who  had  directly  assisted  in  the  revision  received  large- 
paper  copies.  It  was  not  expected  that  the  new  book  would 
be  purchasable  for  a  month,  and  it  was  thought  that  this 
interval  would  sufiice  for  the  preparation  of  new  galenicals 
and  the  like.  The  London  Gazette  of  April  29,  1898,  con- 
tained a  notice  that  the  British  Pharmacop(jt;ia  had  been 
revised  and  republished,  but  copies  of  the  book  were  not 
obtainable  until  May  11.  This  anomalous  circumstance  was 
due  to  the  G.M.C.  having  directed  its  Secretary  to  gazette 
the  book  on  that  date,  under  the  impression  that  it  would 
be  ready,  and  he  carried  out  his  instructions  to  the  letter. 
It  has  been  assumed  in  some  quarters  that  gazetting  makes 
a  new  edition  of  the  British  Pharmacope  ia  authoritative, 
the  supposition  being  based  upon  the  Medical  Act  of  1862, 
which  made  the  gazetting  of  the  first  British  Pharmacopceia 
evidence  of  publication,  and  consequently  legal  authority 
for  its  substitution  for  the  London,  Edinburgh,  and  Dublin 
Pharmacopicias  which  had  previously  been  used.  But  there 
is  nothing  in  the  Medical  Act3,  or  other  Acts,  providing  for 
the  substitution  of  a  new  British  Pharmacopieia  for  a 
previous  edition  of  the  same ;  therefore,  it  is  not  clear  that 
the  mere  act  of  gazetting  has  any  statutory  effect.  Thef 
official  view  seems  to  be  that  it  has,  and  the  Gazette  notice 
is  80  worded  as  to  suggest  that  there  is  no  new  British 
Pharmacopueia,  a  fresh  edition  being  simply  a  republication 


of  the  work  instituted  by  the  Medical  Acts  ;  therefore,  that 
gazetting  makes  the  reprint  authoritative  for  the  time  being. 
However  this  may  be,  the  1898  edition  created  much  un- 
certainty on  the  point,  which  the  General  Medical  Council 
neither  directly  nor  indirectly  cleared  up. 

It  is  desirable,  in  view  of  future  publications,  that  this 
moot  point  should  be  settled.  Opinions  and  actions  arc  too 
diverse  for  the  common  good.  The  following  are  the  more 
important  declarations  as  to  when  the  new  British  Pharma- 
copo'ia  becomes  authoritative,  or  resolutions  as  to  when  it 
should  be  adopted  : — 

A.  "  It  comrs  iiiti)  oporaliiiu  as  soon  as  it  is  ;^azott('il." — Presi- 

dent of  the  I'lianuaceutical  Society  of  CIreat  Britain. 

B.  July  1  or  Midsummer  Day. — Bristol,  Liverpool,  and  other 

Clieniist?'  Associations,  Mr.  Win.  Martiiulale  (a  member 
of  the  Pharmacopoeia  Comniitteo  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society),  and  pharmacists  generally. 

C.  September  1. — Forfarshire  Chemists'  Association. 

D.  October  1. — Canadian  Medical  Association  and  several  phar- 

maceutical societies  in  Australasia. 

E.  January  1,  1899. — Victoria  and  other  Australian  Colonies, 

South  African  Pharmacevitical  Associations  and  several 
local  authorities  for  the  administration  of  the  Sale  of  Food 
and  Drugs  Act. 

F.  The  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britam  resolved  not 

to  examine  Minor  candidates  in  the  new  Pharmacopoeia 
until  January,  1899,  and  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Ireland  decided  that  it  could  not  be  ignored  in  tlie  Licence 
examination  from  the  time  that  it  appeared. 

The  experience  of  the  past  year  clearly  shows  that  it  is 
impossible  to  get  the  new  standards  of  a  Pharmacopieia 
completely  into  force  within  two  months  after  the  book  is 
issued,  and  it  would  be  well  in  future  if  the  revised  Pharma- 
copccia  were  issued  about  midsummer,  and  made  authori- 
tative on  the  first  day  of  the  year  then  following.  If  the 
General  Jledical  Council,  backed  by  legal  opinion,  were  to 
adopt  this  course,  it  would  no  doubt  be  tacitly  accepted  by  the 
trade,  and  all  that  would  then  be  required  would  be  to 
issue  the  new  edition,  and  six  months  thereafter  gazette  the 
publication  thereof. 

The  Reception  of  the  B.P. 

has  been  cordial  on  the  whole,  and  decidedly  more  favour- 
able than  that  accorded  to  any  previous  edition.  We  have 
dealt  in  detail  with  the  principal  criticisms  of  the  work  in 
oar  Diary  for  1899,  but  we  may  here  mention  that  our  pre- 
liminary review  of  the  new  B.P.  was  reprinted  in  pamphlet 
form,  and  nearly  15,000  copies  of  it  were  sold  to  the  trade 
for  distribution  to  medical  practitioners.  We  also  sold 
several  thousand  copies  of  the  B.P.,  and  to  The  Chemist 
AND  Druggist  a  valuable  series  of  critical  articles  was 
communicated,  the  fulness  and  promptness  of  which  have, 
no  doubt,  been  the  main  reason  why  there  has  been  so  little 
of  that  erratic  critical  fire  which  characterised  the  issue 
of  previous  Pharmacopoeias.  The  following  is  a  list  of  our 
special  articles : — 

Mr.  F.  W.  Fletcher  severely  commented  upon  the  inconsistencies 
of  the  work  (  April  16  and  May  7). 

Mr.  David  Howard  criticised  adversely  the  chemistry  of  the  B.P., 
showing  how  it  might  be  improved  (April  23). 

Mr.  John  C.  Umney  wrote  a  series  of  articles  on  the  galenical 
preparations — viz.,  tinctures  (April  23  and  30),  spirits  (May  7), 
syrups  (May  14),  ointments  (May  28),  liquors  (June  11  and  July  2), 
and  hquid  extracts  (September  10). 

Dr.  J.  C.  McWalter  condemned  the  strength-change  in  tr. 
chlorof.  et  morphinae  (April  16). 

Mr.  C.  E.  Sage  wrote  on  cream  of  tartar  (April  30). 

Mr.  E.  Ockenden  dealt  with  eucalyptus  oil  (April  30). 

Mr.  J.  Brown  communicated  rules  for  making  the  weaker  alco- 
hols (Aprd  30). 

Mr.  F.  J.  Burd  criticised  the  sp.  gr.  of  spt.   amm.  arom. 
(April  30). 

Mr.  J.  J.  Bryant  showed  the  excessive  absorption  of  alcohol  in 
making  ext.  belladon.  liq.  (May  7j, 
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Mr.  Ralpli  Swinton  communicated  a  process  for  assaying  syr. 
ferri  iod.  (May  21). 

Mr.  E.  J.  Parry  criticised  the  monographs  on  fi.ved  oils,  fats, 
waxes,  and  soaps  (May  28),  and  essential  oils  (July  9). 

Mr.  J.  Moss  wrote  on  cascara  sagrada  and  its  extracts 
(May  28). 

Mr.  R.  Warington  pointed  out  that  the  B.P.  lead-test  for  citric 
and  tartaric  acids  is  had  (June  4). 

Dr.  Karl  Dieterich  criticised  and  supplemented  the  monographs 
on  Ijalsams,  resins,  gum  resins,  opium,  &c.  (July  23),  and  on  ben- 
zoin (November  12). 

Mr.  E.  Merck  criticised  the  chemical-tests  of  tlie  B.P. 
(August  20). 

Besides  these,  many  letters  on  B.P.  topics,  as  well  as 
editorial  articles,  have  been  published  iu  this  journal,  and  we 
have  kept  pace  with  association  criticism,  which  was  started 
in  Birmingham  (May  21)  within  ten  days  of  the  publication 
of  the  work.  The  15ritish  Pharmaceutical  Conference 
(August  13)  devoted  a  sitting  to  the  subject,  and  it  may 
fairly  be  said  that  its  pronouncement  on  the  book  and  the 
manner  of  revising  it  has  done  good,  for  in  future  the 

Relations  of  Pharmacists  to  the  B.P. 

are  to  be  more  satisfactory  than  hitherto — first,  in  respect 
to  the  fact  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Societies  of  the  United 
Kingdom  are  to  assist  in  the  revision  ;  second,  the  work  is 
to  be  commenced  immediately;  and,  third,  opportunity  will 
be  afforded  for  preliminary  criticism.  These  matters  were 
dealt  with  in  the  C.  cj'  D.  of  December  3,  where  also  the 
draft  of  the  Indian  and  Colonial  Addendum  was  fully 
epitomised.  From  the  critici-^ms  of  the  latter  which  we 
have  already  published  (December  17),  and  which  we 
have  ready  for  publication,  we  gather  that  the  proposed 
Addendum  is  scarcely  worthy  of  officialising.  This  may  be 
due  to  the  fact  that  it  is  a  mere  remnant  of  the  suggestions 
which  were  forwarded  to  the  Pharmacop<tna  Committee  by 
India  and  the  colonies,  the  bulk  having  been  utilised 
during  the  revision  of  the  work  already  published. 

Company  ^pharmacy. 

For  several  years  past  we  have  recorded  in  this  chapter 
the  registration  of  some  forty  companies  annually,  formed 
to  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists  and  druggists.  It  is 
curious  to  note  how  regular  has  been  the  output  of  this 
system  of  qualification  at  Somerset  House.  This  year  there 
is  a  notable  increase  in  the  development  of  this  form  of 
competition.  Looking  through  our  reports  of  company- 
registrations  from  January  to  December,  we  find  that  those 
which  seemed  to  1)3  formed  expressly  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  on  the  business  of  retail  pharmacists  number  at 
least  fifty-four.  Among  these  are  several  already  established 
businesses,  such  as  those  of  Messrs.  Reynolds  &;  Branson 
(Leeds),  Messrs.  Southall  Brothers  &  Barclay,  Messrs.  Wilson 
(Harrogate),  Mr.  Earle  (Hull),  Messrs.  E.  Gould  &  Son,  and 
Mr.  A.  Allchin  (of  London),  and  others.  The  Ulster 
Chemists  and  several  other  Irish  registrations  are  also  in- 
cluded in  our  total. 

The  indignation  of  the  trade  against  the  u.'urpation  of  its 
rights  by  unqualified  companies  has  been  more  marked  this 
year  than  ever  before.  This  hostility  has  been  fostered  by 
vigorous  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  Irish  Pharmaceutical 
Council,  and  it  seemed  to  be  brought  within  the  region  of 
]iractical  politics  by  the  declarations  of  the  present  Lord 
Chancellor  and  his  predecessor.  Lord  Herschell,  in  the  House 
of  Lords  already  referred  to.  The  British  Medical  Associa- 
tion in  April  voted  its  support  to  the  petition  of  the  Irish 
Pharmaceutical  Council  to  the  House  of  Lords  in  opposition 
to  company-pharmacy ;  and  in  November  the  General 
Medical  Council  instructed  a  committee  to  communicate  with 
the  Lord  Chancellor  in  reference  to  the  invasion  of  the  medi- 
cal and  dental  professions  by  unqualified  companies.    As  the 


year  closes  the  Council  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Society  is 
joining  in  the  agitation,  and  has  asked  the  Lord  Chancellor 
to  deal  with  pharmaceutical  companies  if  he  takes  action  in 
respect  of  those  formed  to  evade  the  Medical  and  Dentist.s 
Acts.  Meanwhile,  some  of  the  drug-companies  have  raised 
more  capital  and  extended  their  operations.  In  July  the 
principal  of  them  formed  a  Defence  Association  (July  16) 
The  completion  of  the  winding-up  of  the  Chemist's  Co- 
operative (Limited)  was  reported  (October  8  and  15). 

A  Chance  Rejected. 

When  the  Pharmacy  Bill  came  before  the  Grand  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Lords,  which  is  the  last  stage  before  the 
third  reading,  the  Lord  Chancellor  intimated  that  in  his 
opinion  advantage  should  be  taken  of  the  opportunity  to  so 
amend  the  original  Act  that  it  should  apply  as  much  to 
companies  as  to  individuals.  The  ex-Lord  Chancellor,  Lord 
Herschell,  supported  this  view,  and  subsequently  the  Lord 
Chancellor  gave  notice  of  an  amendment  as  follows : — 

A  company  may  carry  on  the  business  of  a  pharmaceutical 
chemist  or  chemist  and  druggist  if  and  so  long  only  as  the 
business  is  bona  fide  conducted  by  a  manager  or  assistant  being 
a  duly  registered  pharmaceutical  chemist  or  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, but,  subject  as  aforesaid,  Sections  1  and  15  of  the  Pharmacy 
Act,  1868,  shall  apply  in  the  case  of  a  company  in  like  manner  as 
they  apply  in  the  case  of  an  individual. 

It  can  easily  be  seen  that  such  a  provision,  if  enacted, 
would  have  been  unworkable.  In  the  first  place,  "the 
business  of  a  pharmaceutical  chemist  or  chemist  and 
druggist"  has  never  been  legally  defined.  It  certainly 
extends  beyond  the  sale  of  poisons ;  it  undoubtedly  covers 
the  compounding  of  medical  prescriptions,  and  might  be 
construed  to  'extend  to  the  sale  of  Beecham's  pills.  And, 
secondly,  the  application  of  Sections  1  and  15  of  the 
Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  to  companies  would  make  it  impos- 
sible for  them  to  keep  open  a  shop  fcr  the  sale  of  poisons 
under  any  conditions.  In  short,  the  latter  part  of  the 
clause  was  legally  inconsistent  with  the  former  part.  Bat, 
instead  of  representing  this  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  those  in 
charge  of  the  Bill  only  appealed  to  him  to  withdraw  his 
amendment  unreservedly.  In  this  they  were  successful,  and 
the  chance  of  a  century  was  thus  wantonly  thrown  away. 

For  let  the  circumstances   be   considered.    The  Lord 
Chancellor  was  evidently   willing   to   make  the  law  .as 
applicable  to  companies  as  to  individuals.    That  is  exactly 
what  chemists  also  want.    It  surely  could  not  have  been 
impossible  to  show  his  Lordship  that  the  method  by  which 
he  proposed  to  accomplish  his  purpose  could  be  improved. 
If  the  law  would  only  insist  on  the  qualification  of  directors 
and  managing  directors  of  pharmaceutical  companies,  it 
would  give  us  as  much  as  we  are  likely  now  to  obtain.  The 
Lord  Chancellor's  clause  would  probably  have  been  carried 
without  (lifliculty  in  the  House  of  Lords,  and  we  should  have 
had  the  inestimable  advantage  of  getting  the  issue  submitted 
to  the  House  of  Commons  without  going  through  the  long 
preliminary  stages,  organised  opposition  baulking  us  at  every 
step.     Against  these  immeasurable  advantages  had  to  be 
placed  the  risk  of  losing  the  Bill,  and  the  company  clause 
kicked  the  beam.     The  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  has  since  stated  that  if  he  could  have  half-an-honr's 
interview  with  every  M.P.  he  could  probably  persuade  him 
to  his  own  view  of  company-pharmacy.     He  had  his  inter- 
view with  the  most  influential  authoiity  in  either  House  for 
this  purpose,  no  persuasion  as  to  principle  was  necessary,  and 
yet  he  either  failed  to  induce  him  to  modify  a  detail  or  did 
not  try.    And  yet  this  gentleman  and  his  colleagues  are  now 
canvassing  with  all  their  energy  to  get  chemists  to  subscribe 
to  their  Society  on  vague  promises  that  if  they  join  in 
sufficient  numbers  they  will  see  what  can  be  done.     It  is 
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niceteen  years  since  the  law  in  this  matter  was  finally 
declared ;  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  have  been 
discussing  various  amendments  to  the  Pharmacy  Act  all  that 
time,  and  have  submitted  several  Bills  to  Parliament.  But 
they  have  never  once  tried  to  fight  for  this  essential  position, 
and  when  the  best  prospect  of  a  successful  contest  they 
could  have  vras  presented  to  them,  they  ran  away. 

Parliamentary, 

The  most  strikins;  pharmaceutical  features  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary Session,  1898  have  already  been  alluded  to.  But  it 
was  interesting  in  some  other  respects  also.  In  the  Budget 
the  duty  on  tobacco  was  reduced  by  Qd.  per  lb.,  and  rebates 
on  income-tax,  which  were  formerly  granted  in  respect  of 
incomes  not  exceeding  £00/.  a  year,  are  now  granted  on  in- 
comes up  to  700/.  a  year.  No  progress  was  made  with  either 
of  the  Bills  directed  against  long  shop-hours,  and  the  intima- 
tion that  the  Government  intended  to  amend  the  Sale  of 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  was  practically  disregarded,  though, 
towards  the  end  of  the  Session,  the  President  of  the  Ivocal 
Government  Board  introduced  a  Bill  to  protect  certain 
agricalfcural  products  froai  adulteration,  but  it  made  no  pro- 
gress. Vaccination  was  dealt  with,  and  glycerinated  lymph 
was  adopted,  but  the  most  striking  result  of  the  debates 
was  to  show  the  unexpected  strength  of  the  opponents  of 
compulsory  vaccination,  which  has  been  practically  abolished. 
The  House  of  Lords  Committee  on  Company  Law  sat  eight 
times,  but  seemed  to  scarcely  take  their  task  seriously.  The 
Petroleum  Committee  recommended  a  drastic  change  in  the 
law  by  raising  the  flish-point  of  oil  not  coming  under  the 
provisions  oE  the  Act  from  73  '  F.  to  100°  F.  The  Government 
did  not,  however,  see  fib  to  carry  out  the  suggestion  last 
Session.  Another  notable  result  of  the  year'.s  work  was  the 
introduction  of  penny  postage  to  those  parts  of  the  British 
Empire  which  are  willing  to  accept  it. 

Pharmaceutical  Societies. 

The  principal  work  undertaken  by  the  Councils  of  both  the 
British  and  the  Irish  Pharmaceutical  Societies  has  been 
already  alluded  to  in  previous  paragraphs.  Mr.  Walter  Hills 
was  re-elected  President  of  the  former  Society  in  June,  and 
is  now  in  the  third  year  of  his  presidency.  Mr.  R.  J 
Dowces,  who  was  re-elected  in  November,  is  filling  the 
office  of  President  of  the  Irish  Society  for  the  second  year- 
No  change  in  the  British  Council  resulted  from  the  election 
in  May,  but  since  then  Mr.  Robert  Hampson,  the  Society's 
Treasurer,  ha^  resigned  his  seat.  Mr.  Martindale  was 
chosen  to  succeed  him  in  his  office,  and  Mr.  J.  F.  Harrington, 
of  Kensington,  was  co-opted  to  his  seat  on  the  Council.  Mr 
Hirringtcii  is  the  first  representative  on  that  body  of  the 
chemist  and  druggist  by  examination. 

In  the  Irish  Council  Mr.  Elgar  Connor,  of  Newry,  was 
chosen  by  the  Council  to  replace  Mr.  McKnight,  of  Belfast, 
and  at  the  election  Messrs.  Michie,  Tate,  and  Brittaia  were 
substituted  for  Messrs.  Hajes,  Conyngham,  and  E.  P.  Murray. 

The  P.A.T.A  ,  under  the  intelligent  control  of  its  originator, 
Mr.  Glyn- Jones,  continues  to  secure  for  the  trade  a  reasonable 
profit  on  the  proprietary  articles  included  in  its  list.  The 
membership  appears  to  be  stationary  at  about  3,000,  though 
something  like  twice  that  number  who  do  not  subscribe 
share  its  benefits.  The  selling-prices  of  a  fair  number  of 
saleable  articles  are  now  protected  through  the  agency  of 
this  Association,  and  evidence  has  been  afforded  of  the 
difficulties  attending  the  path  of  its  enemies  by  the  devious 
ways  in  which  they  have  tried  to  supply  themselves  with 
the  stocks  denied  to  them  in  the  regular  course.  But, 
besides  the  direct  benefits  resulting  from  the  work  of  the 
P.A.T.A.,  indirect  profit  has  accrued  as  the  result  of  the 
agitation.    Chemists  are  far  less  disposed  than  they  were  a 


few  years  ago  to  lend  their  reputations  and  their  pharmacies 
for  the  sale  of  advertised  but  profitless  specialities;  and  if 
this  .spirit  becomes  more  general  they  will  be  able  one  day 
to  dictate  terms  to  those  who  want  their  assistance.  During 
the  year  the  P.A.T.A.  has  Qirted  with  the  grocers,  but  so  far, 
we  gather,  without  any  definite  results. 

The  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  at  Bdfast,  under 
the  Presidency  of  Dr.  Symes,  was  an  exceptionally  successful 
meeting,  and  the  Federation  of  Local  Associations,  which 
organised  its  year's  work  at  the  same  place,  seems  to  have 
found  its  mission.  There  is,  in  fact,  a  stronger  disposition 
towards  union  just  now  than  has  been  manifested  for  some 
years.  'Vigorous  speaking  and  plenty  of  it  has  characterised 
the  meetings  of  provincial  associations  throughout  the 
country  ;  but  it  will  probably  be  found  that  the  unanimity 
at  present  apparent  depends  on  the  feeling  of  dissatisfaction 
with  the  existing  state  of  things,  and  will  hardly  be  main- 
tained when  definite  remedies  come  to  be  proposed.  One 
newcombination,tbe  Chemists'  Assistants'  Union,  whosehead- 
quarters  are  at  the  Horseshoe  Hotel,  Tottenham  Court  Road, 
was  apparently  the  outcome  of  a  lively  correspondence  in  The 
Chemist  and  Deuugist  in  the  early  part  of  the  year.  Its 
formation  acd  organisation  were  due  principally  totheefEorts 
of  Mr.  C.  E.  Pickering.  The  objects  of  the  Union  as  ex- 
pressed in  its  rules  (November  12)  are  to  keep  a  register  of 
worthy  employers  and  assistants  and  to  prevent  qualified 
men  from  selling  their  services  to  companies  whose  share- 
holders and  circitors  are  not  qualified. 

Examinations.. 

In   Great   Britain  we  began  the  year  with  a  total  of 
15  215  qualified  persons  on  the  registers— viz.,  2,251  pharma- 
ceutical chemists  and  12,96^1  chemists  and  druggists.  Since 
then  635  have  passed  the  Minor  examination,  as  compared 
with  460  in  1897;  but  1,680  Minor  candidates  were  actually 
examined  during  this  year,  and  the  excessive  proportion  of 
failures  gave  rise  to  a  discussion  in  our  columns  during 
October  and  November,  the  participants  endeavouring  to 
bring  out  the  cause  of  this  excessive  slaughter.  Some 
corre-pondents  alleged  unfairness  on  the  part  of  certain 
examiners,  and  it  was  especially  alleged  that  ridiculous 
percentage  problems  are  given  by  the  dispsnsing  examiners 
(which  allegation  was  disproved  in  regard  to  the  London 
examiners),  and  that  the  examiners  buHv  the  candidates 
(not  proven).    The  fact  seems  to  be  that  the  examination 
is  too  comprehensive  for  the  majority  of  candidates  to  do  at 
one  time.     We  had  already,  and  not  for  the  first  time, 
urged  this  opinion  in  our  Eduiational  number,  advocating 
division ;   Sir  James  Crichton  Browne  supported  our  sug- 
gestion in  his  address  to  the  School  of  Pharmacy  (October  8), 
and  the  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  and  other 
leaders  have  expressed  their  concurrence.    Little  improve- 
ment in  the  Minor  results  can  be  looked  for  under  the 
present  conditions,  and  it  is  essential  that  those  interested 
should  keep  the  subject  of  division  to  the  front.  There  has  not 
been  equal  disaster  in  the  Major  examination  (6i  pas.'^ed  out 
of  121  examined  in  1893),  because  the  cleverer  men  only  go 
in  for  it.    The  Preliminary  examination  has  jogged  along  in 
its  usual  style    The  situation  in  Ireland  was  summed  up  by 
Mr.  Downes  in  his  presidential    address  two  months  ago 
(October  8),  when  he  showed  that  in  Ireland  there  are  in 
all  1,311  persons  registered  as  sellers  of  poisons — viz .  577 
pharmaceutical  chemists,  who  have  the  additional  privilege 
of  compounding  medical  prescriptions,  and  734  chemists 
and    druggists    and    registered    druggists.      Since  then 
(December  17)  Sir  George  Dulfey,  M.D.,  has  reported  on  the 
examinations,  showing  that  27  out  of  50  candidates  have 
passed  the  Licence  examination  this  year,  while  our  reports 
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show  that  17  have  passed  the  Registered  Druggist 
examination ;  so  that  this  latter  class  falls  behind  the  higher 
order. 

The  Progress  of  Practical  Pharmacy 
in  this  country  (apart  from  B.P.  matters)  has  been  quite  up 
to  the  average  during  the  past  year,  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain  alone  being  retrogres.^ive  in  this 
respect,  except  in  Edinburgh,  which  keeps  the  lamp  burning 
continuously,  but  in  London  the  evening  meetings  are  a 
comparative  failure.  In  the  early  part  of  the  year  Professor 
Greenish  and  Mr.  Harold  Wilson  endeavoured  (March  12)  to 
get  back  to  old  times  with  a  paper  on  "The  Pharmacy  of 
Cantharides,"  and  there  the  attempt  has  stopped,  the  even- 
ings now  being  devoted  to  semi-popular  lectures.  The 
Society's  research-laboratory  has  workers  in  it,  we  under- 
stand, but  there  is  no  evidence  of  work  done.  The  Irish 
Society,  thanks  to  the  enerj;y  of  the  President,  Mr.  R.  J. 
Downes,  has  had  fair  success  with  its  evening  meetings, 
some  of  which  are  devoted  to  lectures  by  eminent  men,  and 
some  to  conversational  debates  on  compounding  and  similar 
topics. 

Our  provincial  associations  also  bring  out  good  work, 
apart  from  the  rhetoric  on  trade-topics  which  federation  has 
encouraged.    One  of  the  first  practical  topics,  in  chrono- 
logical order,  was  communicated  to  the  Liverpool  Chemists' 
AN.sociation  by  Messrs.  Cowley  and  Catford.    It  was  on  the 
relative  solvent  powers  of  proof  spirit  and  acetic  acid  on 
colchicum-seeds  (February  5),  and  although  the  conclusion 
was  that  the  old  faith  in  acetic  acid  as  a  good  menstruum 
was  exploded,  that  opinion  has  not  been  sustained  ;  for  quite 
recently  American  pharmacists,  following  up  work  recorded 
by  Professor  Remington  two  years  ago,  have  shown  that 
acetic  acid  has  advantages  as  a  solvent  which  indicate  that 
it  will  rival  alcoholic  menstrua  in  preparing  fluid  extracts. 
Dr.  Squibb  has  confirmed  Professor  Remington's  observations, 
and  tihe  professor  proposes  to  call  the  fluid  extracts  made 
with  acetic  acid  "  acetracts."    These  experiments  have  re- 
called the  observation  by  a  German  pharmacist,  two  or 
three  years  ago,  that  a  dilute  lactic  acid  (2  per  cent.)  is  an 
efficient  menstruum  for  many  drugs  whose  properties  are 
•desired  to  be  exhibited  in  liquor  form.    The  publication  of  a 
■new  Pharmacopccia  is  probably  responsible  for  the  comparative 
paucity  of  pharmaceutical  researches  in  the  year's  work — at 
least,  such  as  may  be  singled  out  in  this  review ;  and,  as  has 
already  been  indicated,  dispensing-problems  are  more  attrac- 
tive for  local  associations.    AVe  find  such  matters  dealt  with 
well  in  Dublin  by  the  parent  Society  and  the  Assistants' 
As-ociation,  in  Birmingham,  Liverpool,  Glasgow,  and  Edin- 
'burgh.    Amongst  other  topics  dealt  with  we  find  "the 
pnarmacy  of  the  pancreas,"  by  Dr.  McWaltcr,  a  writer  who 
has  dealt  further  with  the  question  of  animal  extracts  before 
tMe  B.P.C.,  supplementing  his  observations  recently  with  a 
paoer  before  the  Irish  Society  on  "organoids."  Mr.  Marsden 
rt-ad  an  interesting  paper  on  Russian  pharmacy  before  the 
Liverpool  Society  (February  19)  ;  the  estimation  of  sugar  in 
'arine  was  dealt  with  by  Mr.  McKellar  at  the  North  British 
Branch  (February  19),  and  by  Mr.  Cowley  at  Liverpool 
(March  19).    On  the  latter  date  will  also  be  found  papers 
by  Mr,  Dott  on  the  estimation  of  ash,  and  by  Mr.  Ferret  on 
fiUmg  gelatin  capsules.  The  pharmacist's  interest  in  bacteri- 
ology has  been  awakened  by  papers  by  Mr.  Pilkington  Sargent 
(Fe  bruary  5),  Mr.  Leo  Atkinson  (February  12),  and  Prof. 
P.  F.  Frankland  (April  2) ;  the  last  read  to  the  Midland 
Pharmaceutical  Association,  and  dealing  especially  with  the 
bacteriology  of  water.  This  subject  is  one  in  which  pharma- 
cists are  taking  a  growing  interest,  but  naturally  it  has 
not"  the  importance  of  radiography,"the  advances  of  which 
•were  usefully  summarised  in  our  issue  of  April  9,  and  have 


since  been  recorded  in  several  issues.  This  takes  us  up  to 
the  end  of  the  1897  98  winter  session  (reviewed  in 
C.  Sf  D.  May  7),  and  to  the  hiatus  which  is  gulfed  by 

The  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference. 

The  meeting  held  in  Belfast  under  Dr.  Symes's  presidency 
(August  12)  was  one  of  the  best  of  the  decade  in  accom- 
plished work,  and  it  especially  demonstrated  the  importance 
of  this  Association  to  British  pharmacy  in  its  widest  sense. 
There  is  no  other  Association  which  can  unite  the  various 
branches,  colonial  and  home,  as  a  non-political  whole,  and  it 
is  regrettable  that  the  pecuniary  support  extended  to  the 
Conference  is  not  measurable  with  the  enthusiasm  and 
accomplishments  of  its  meetings.  This  year's  proceedings 
were  exceptionally  rich  in  both  the  litter  respects,  some  of 
the  papers  being  of  high  merit.  There  is  every  reason  to 
believe  that  this  condition  will  continue  as  long  as  the 
Conference  exists;  its  existence  depends  upon  a  multi- 
plicity of  the  three  half-crowns  which  constitute  the  annual 
subscription.  The  fact  that  the  Conference  commands  more 
high-class  and  practical  communications  than  pharma- 
ceutical societies  is  evidence  that 

Scientific  Research 

is  not  a  dead-letter  in  this  country,  and  it  is  worth  con- 
sidering whether  the  Conference  could  not  attract  some  of 
the  work  communicated  to  the  Chemical  Society,  much  of 
which  would  have  been  overlooked  by  pharmacists  had 
not  this  journal  some  years  ago  begun  to  report  the  Chemical 
Society's  meetings  in  a  less  diy-as-dust  v.-ay  tlian  had 
hitherto  obtained.  The  Society  receives  tlie  reports  of  the 
pharmaceutical  work  done  in  the  Imperial  Institute  labora- 
tory, which,  in  spite  of  much  criticism,  remains  the  only 
active  public  pharmaceutical  research-laboratory  in  the 
country,  as  its  work  .shows — eg^,  the  completion  of  the 
aconitine  research  (February  19)  :  analysis  of  roiloflujllum 
Emodl  (February  23),  followed  by  a  physiological  study  of  its 
constituents  which  establishes  the  utility  (hitherto  doubted) 
of  Indian  podophyllum ;  work  on  the  oxycannabin  of  Indian 
hemp,  corroborative  of  Wood,  Spivey,  and  Easterfield's  con- 
clusions (March  26)  ;  and  the  recent  paper  on  Hyoscydmus 
muticiis  (December;  10).  As  there  are  indications  that  phar- 
maceutical research  of  a  scientific  nature  is  growing  in  this 
country,  it  is  desirable  that  the  results  should  be,  as 
far  as  |possible,  kept  within  pharmaceutical  borders,  and 
courtesy  is,  we  fancy,  all  that  is  needed  to  secure  this. 
We  do  not  propose  to  deal  in  detail  with  the  papers  apart 
from  those  on  the  B.P.  which  have  been  directly  communi- 
cated to  this  journal,  although  some  of  them,  dealing  with 
such  subjects  as  kino,  essential  oils,  and  opium,  have  assisted 
in  the  settlement  of  moot  points  or  the  exposure  of  fraud  ; 
but  it  is  right  that  we  should  say  that  we  do  not  measure  the 
value  of  any  paper  by  the  signature  attached  to  it.  We 
desire  to  bring  out  the  original  ideas  and  suggestions  of 
British  pharmacy  on  all  trade  topics,  therefore  on  analytical 
and  galenical  subjects,  and  the  most  timid  man  may  with 
confidence  communicate  his  ideas  through  the  C.  Sj'  B. 

In  pure  science  related  to  pharmacy  little  has  been 
brought  to  definite  conclusion  in  this  country  during  the 
past  year,  but  he  is  blind  who  does  not  perceive  that 
organic  research  is  growing  with  us,  and  that  progress  is 
being  made  towards  the  elucidation  of  the  complexity  of  the 
molecules  of  camphor  and  alkaloidal  bodies.  The  Chemical 
and  Royal  Societies  secure  more  than  sufficient  pure 
chemistry  to  show  that  British  work  in  that  section  of 
scientific  research  is  advancing,  while  technical  progress  is 
exhibited  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Society  of  Chemical  In- 
dustry.   In  regard  to  the  fundamental  observatior=  of  the 
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year  we  may  note  that  the  Anglo-American  chemist  Emmens 
has  failed  to  convince  the  world  that  he  can  make  gold  from 
the  baser  metals  (January  29),  and  Sir  Wm.  Crookes,  who  is 
ever  ready  to  give  ear  to  philosophical  outcasts,  expressed  his 
doubts  about  the  matter  (February  19).    In  his  capacity  as 
President  of  the  British  Association,  Sir  Wm.  Crookes  made  a 
pessimistic  pronouncement  regarding  the  cereal  food-supply 
of  the  world  (September  10),  which  has  since  been  liberally 
discounted  by  those  experienced  agricultural  experts  Sir  J. 
B.  Lawes  and  Sir  Joseph  Gilbert ;  but  the  chemical  phase  of 
Sir  Wm.  Crookes's  address  remains,  this  being  that  when 
soil  and  fertilisers  fail  us  man  may  turn  the  nitrogen  of  the 
atmosphere  into  nitrogenous  manures  by  means  of  electricity. 
This  suggestion  may  have  arisen  out  of  the  interest  all 
chemists  are  taking  in  the  chemistry  of  the  atmosphere. 
The  isolation  of  helium  in  1891  by  Lord  Rayleigh  and  Pro- 
fessor Ramsay  has  opened  the  way  to  new  lines  of  research, 
and  the  past  year  has  been  particularly  illustrative  of  the 
inefficiency  of  theory  as  opposed  to  experiment.  Professors 
Ramsay  and  Collie  originally  explained  the  anomalous  atomic 
weight  of  helium  by  suggesting  that  it  is  composed  of 
two  kinds  of  molecules,  one  heavier  than  the  other;  but 
early  this  year  (February  19)  Professor  Rxmsay  and  Dr. 
Travers  found  argon  in   the   heavier  helium,  and  later 
(June  11)  these  chemists  isolated  a  new  gas,  krypton  ;  sub- 
sequently they  announced  the  discovery  of  neon  (June  25), 
and  a  week  after  metargon ;  while  only  last  week  we 
recorded  the  discovery  of  xenon.    These  dis3overies  were 
made  jDossible  by  the  use  of  the  low-temperature  methods  of 
research  which  Professor  Dewar  has  done  so  much  to  make 
known,  and  by  which,  during  the  past  year,  he  his  succeeded 
in  liquefying   hydrogen  (May  1^  and  13),  carrying  his 
obs3rvations  to  such  an  extent  that  he  actually  used  the 
liquid  as  a  means  of  research  (December  24).    Sir  Wm. 
Crookes  has  proved  that  etherion,  a  gas  discovered  by  an 
American,  and  said  to  be  fifty  times  lighter  than  hydrogen,  is 
merely  water-vapour,  but  he  himself  has  discovered  a  new 
element,  monium,  in  the  yttria  group  ;  but  more  of  this  and 
its  allies  is  reserved  for  1893. 

Optical  Novelties. 

A  new  opening  for  chemists  has  been  created  during  the 
year  by  the  scheme  of  optical  examinations  formulated  by 
the  Spectacle-makers'  Company.  This  scheme  was  suggested 
two  years  ago,  but  it  was  only  finally  adopted  by  the 
Company  in  January  last.  It  will  probably  be  of  great 
value  to  chemists  in  the  future.  The  Pharmaceutical 
Society  was  asked  to  nominate  a  member  of  the  Company's 
Optical  Committee  but  declined,  and  subsequently  our 
recommendation  that  Dr.  H.  T.  Maw,  a  member  of  the 
Compacy,  should  be  placed  on  the  committee  to  look  after 
chemists'  interests  was  acceded  to.  The  Company's  first 
examinations  were  held  in  London  on  November  1,  2,  and  3. 
The  test  was  by  no  means  an  easy  one,  but  twelve  chemists 
were  among  the  successful  candidates.  By  agreement  with 
the  British  Optical  Association  the  S.M.C.  will  admit  to 
membership  those  who  passed  the  Dioptric  grade  of  the 
Association  before  July  last.  This  adds  four  or  five  more 
chemists  to  the  list  of  registered  opticians.  We  gave  reports 
of  both  the  S.M.C.  and  B.O.A.  examinations  in  November. 

In  photography  we  have  reported  the  introduction  of  some 
new  developers — ortol,  diphenol,  diogen,  and  acetone — for 
use  instead  of  alkali.  Persulphate  of  ammonia,  as  a  reducer 
is  another  novelty.  It  is  doubtful  whether  any  of  these  new 
agents  have  as  yet  proved  themselves  of  great  practical  use. 
Gum-bichromate  has  been  the  popular  printing  process  of 
the  year,  and  many  shadowy  claims  to  have  discovered 
colour- photography  have  been  put  forward. 


In  radiography  the  tendency  has  been  to  wards  using' 
larger  tubes  and  intenser  currents,  the  use  of  18-inch  spark- 
coils  being  fairly  common.  Many  methods  for  localising 
foreign  bodies  have  seen  the  light,  the  one  perfected  by  Dr. 
Mackenzie  Davidson  being  perhaps  the  most  useful.  The 
osmium  tube  is  also  a  useful  invention  of  the  fame  practi- 
tioner, while  Mr.  A.  A.  0.  Swinton  has  been  devoting 
attention  to  the  theoretical  field  of  radiography. 

Obituary. 

Among  the  pharmacists  whose  deaths  we  have  had  to  recorc? 
during  the  year  those  who  were  most  generally  known  were 
Richard  William  Giles,  formerly  of  Clifton  ;  Michael  Conrov, 
of  Liverpool ;  Thomas  Glaisyer,  of  Brighton,  at  the  age  of  90  ,- 
James  Marson,  of  Stafford,  at  the  age  of  83 ;  ,J.  B.  Mackey, 
the  wholesale  druggist ;  J.  J.  Snook,  proprietor  of  the  old 
foreign  businesses  in  London  of  Wilcox  and  Jozeau  ;  llenrv  H. 
Sivann,  an  English  pharmacist  in  Paris ;  and  E.  P.Murray, 
of  Clones,  a  member  of  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Ireland.  Alexander  Cleghorn,  of  Cape  Town  ;  John 
McNeil,  of  St.  John's,  Newfoundland  ;  and  Joseph  Bosisto. 
of  Melbourne,  have  been  notable  losses  among  colonial  phar- 
macists. Professor  Dragendorflf,  of  Dorpat ;  Lord  Play  fair  ;  Dr. 
De  Yry,  of  the  Hague,  the  famous  quicologist;  Dr.  Aitchison, 
an  authority  on  Indian  materia  media ;  and  Sir  Richard 
Qaain,  President  of  the  General  Medical  Coanoil  and  Chair- 
man of  the  committees  which  produced  the  last  two  British 
Pharmacopccias,  ware  all  honorary  members  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society.  Among  chemists  we  have  had  to  record 
the  deaths  of  J.  A.  R.  Newlands,  the  original  discoverer  of 
the  periodic  law  in  chemistry,  and  of  Dr.  Ferdinand  Hurter, 
the  scientific  director  of  the  L'nited  A'kili  Company.  Ernest 
Hart,  the  best- known  medical  journalist ;  E  Rider  Cook  and 
D.  A.  Gib'as,  founders  of  famous  soap  and  chemical  factories  - 

F.  Bartleet,  G.  N.  Souratty,  Charles  Christey,  and  C.  T 
Ashmore,  well-known  drug-merchants  in  Mincing  Laie  ;  Dr. 

G.  T.  Congreve,  the  originator  of  a  popular  patent  medicine  ; 
and  Edward  Sage,  the  head  of  a  large  shop- fitting  business, 
are  also  among  those  whom  we  have  losi  during  the  year. 

Legal  Decisions. 

No  new  interpretation  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  has  been 
recorded  during  the  year.  Perhaps  the  most  interesting 
County  Court  case  under  the  Act  was  one  in  which  the 
Deputy  Judge  at  Hull  found  that  an  unqualified  person 
carrying  on  "  Cash  Drug-stores,"  who  supplied  a  bottle  of 
Winslow's  Syrup  which  he  obtained  from  a  chemist  and  drug, 
gist,  and  sold  with  the  chemist's  name  on  it,  had  thereby 
"  used  "the  title  of  chemist,  and  was  fined  for  doing  so  (June  18). 
The  adoption  of  the  title  "manufacturing  chemist"  by  an 
unqualified  person,  who  sold  a  mixture  containing  poisoD, 
involved  a  fine  (August  13).  In  another  case  the  County 
Court  Judge  at  Oldham  discovered  that  he  had  no  power  to 
refuse  costs  along  with  the  penalty  (September  24). 

The  most  important  case  under  the  Pnarmacy  Act  of 
Ireland  was  that  of  Conyng'nam  r  the  Council  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland.  The  applicant  sought  a 
mandamns  to  compel  the  Council  to  admit  him  to  the  Licence 
examination.  The  CouncU  had  refused,  on  the  ground  that 
the  applicant's  certificate  of  service  showed  that  part  of  his 
time  had  been  spent  with  alimited  company.  In  a  previous 
case,  Cleeland  v.  Council,  this  contention  had  been  success- 
ful. The  High  Court  of  Ireland  now  held  that  the  condition 
requiring  a  certificate  of  service  antecedent  to  e.^amination 
was  originally  vltra  vires,  but  that  it  was  validated  by 
j  recognition  in  the  Act  of  1890 ;  that  Mr.  Conyngham's 
certificate  fulfilled  the  condition,  as  the  company  gi\)ng  it 
1  was  composed  exclusively  of  pharmaceutical  chemists,  ard 
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in  this  respect  differed  from  Mr.  Cleeland's  case  (Novem- 
ber 19). 

In  Knox  r.  Galbraith,  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  Ireland 
•and  other  judges  decided  that  it  was  not  competent  for 
•magistrates  to  reduce  penalties  under  Section  30  of  the 
Pharmacy  Act,  1875  (February  12).  The  Lord-Lieutenant, 
however,  has  again  exercised  his  prerogative  in  this  direc- 
tion, notwithstanding  a  very  forcible  protest  addressed  to 
him  by  the  Council  of  the  Society  (December  3  and  17). 

Under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  convictions  have 
■been  recorJed  in  respect  to  compound  liquorice-powder 
without  sulphur  (April  2),  seidlitz- powders  not  B.P.  weights 
((April  9),  Gregory's  powder  compounded  with  carbonate 
of  magnesia  instead  of  with  calcined  magnesia  (April  23, 
August  27,  September  3,  October  1,  October  15,  December 
24),  lime-water  (May  28,  June  4,  July  23,  July  29,  August  6, 
■September  24,  October  8,  October  22).  Since  the  publica- 
tion of  the  new  Pharmacopoeia  fines  have  been  imposed  for 
the  sale  of  sweet  spirit  of  nitre  (July  2)  and  milk  of  sulphur 
(Oct.  8  and  Dec.  31)  not  corresponding  with  spirit  of  nitrous 
ether  and  precipitated  sulphur  of  the  B.P.,  for  which  these 
names  are  now  respectively  synonyms.  The  accuracy  of 
dispensed  prescriptions  was  tested  at  Birmingham  (June  4) 
and  at  Nottingham  (October  1).  Mr.  Glyn- Jones,  who  was 
defendant  in  one  of  the  lime-water  cases,  raised  the 
'interesting  point  of  law  that  lime-water,  being  liable  to 
decomposition,  should  have  been  so  declared  on  the  analyst's 
certificate,  and  that,  this  net  being  done,  the  certificate  was 
informal.  This  contention  was  carried  to  the  High  Court, 
but  the  Judges  refused  to  relieve  the  applicant  (July  9).  In 
respect  to  the  Gregory's  powder  cases,  an  interesting  investi- 
gation by  Mr.  J.  C.  Umney  tended  to  show  that  by  natural 
changes  calcined  magnesia  may  absorb  moisture  and  car- 
■bonic  acid,  and  thus  deceive  the  analyst  (September  24). 

The  right  to  use  chemical  preservatives  in  food  has  been 
■  decided  both  for  and  against  the  defendant  (January  22, 
August  6,  and  October  29).  The  description  "vinegar  from 
the  wood"  was  not  allowed  to  cover  wood  vinegar  (June  18). 
Co  buy  sis  penny  bottles  of  glycerin  and  to  leave  two  of 
them  with  the  defendant  was  held  to  be  not  a  compliance 
with  the  Act  (May  7).  And  in  another  case  a  summons 
was  dismissed  because  the  purchaser  .stated,  "  I  want  the 
oil  for  analysis,"  and  did  not  add,  "  by  the  public  analyst  " 
<July  2). 

The  most  important  trade-mark  case  of  the  year  was  the 
•  one  in  which  the  House  of  Lords,  reversing  the  judgments 
of  the  Courts  below,  unanimously  decided  in  favour  of  the 
Eastman  Company's  application  to  register  the  word  "  Solio 
for  photographic  paper.  The  Comptroller  refused  to  register 
the  word  on  the  ground  that  it  was  probably  derived  from 
"Sol,"  the  sun,  and  was  therefore  to  a  certain  extent 
descriptive.  The  House  of  Lords  held  that  if  the  term  was 
a  truly  "  invented  word"  it  was  entitled  to  registration,  even 
though  it  might  contain  a  covert  and  skilful  allusion  to  the 
character  or  quality  of  the  goods  (July  23).  The  same 
company  succeeded  in  stopping  the  use  of  their  trade-mark 
"Kodak"  in  connection  with  cycles  (February  26). 

Among  other  trade-mark  cases  may  be  mentioned  an 
•action  brought  by  the  Sanitas  Company  to  restrain  the 
Sanitants  Manufacturing  Company  from  using  that  descrip- 
tion. The  defendants  not  resisting  the  application,  it  was 
panted  (March  12).  The  Bovril  Company  brought  actions 
against  Bouillon  Fleet  and  several  retailers  to  prevent  the 
■sale  of  the  product  of  the  latter  company  in  bottles  re- 
■eembling  those  in  which  Boviil  is  sold.  It  was  alleged  that  in 
many  cases  this  had  been  passei  off  as  "  the  new  Bovril." 
The  article  in  question  was  known  as  Keros.  The  Judge 
thought  the  defendants  had  gone  dangerously  near  infringe- 


ment, but  had  kept  on  the  right  side  of  the  line  (August  13). 
In  an  action  brought  by  an  aij rated- water  maker  to  prevent 
another  firm  in  a  distant  part  of  the  country  from  using  the 
description  "Sparkling  Lime- wine"  injunction  was  refused 
(August  6).  Several  actions  affecting  the  patents  for 
saccharin  have  been  commenced,  but  they  are  still  pending. 

An  interesting  point  in  patent  law  was  decided  by  the 
Court  of  Appeal  in  an  action  brought  by  the  Badische 
Anilin  nnd  Soda  Fabrik  against  a  French  company.  The 
plaintiffs  held  a  patent  for  the  manufacture  of  rhodamine 
dye,  and  in  their  specification  it  was  stated  that  the  chemical 
process  was  to  be  conducted  in  an  autoclave.  It  was  sub- 
sequently discovered  that  the  necessary  chemical  action 
could  only  be  produced  in  an  iron  autoclave.  An  enamelled 
autoclave,  for  example,  would  not  fulfil  the  requirements. 
The  defendants  contended  that  the  patent  was  invalid  in 
consequence  of  the  insufficient  specification,  and  the  Court 
admitted  that  contention.  Thus  the  patentees  lost  their 
monopoly  because  they  did  not  foresee  an  undiscovered  fact 
(May  28). 

A  chemist's  assistant,  who  was  charged  with  causing  the 
death  of  a  woman  by  serving  her  with  tincture  of  nux  vomica 
in  mistake  for  laudanum,  was  discharged  under  the 
Offences  against  the  Persons  Act,  1831,  Section  7,  which 
directs  that  "no  punishment  or  forfeiture  shall  be  incurred 
by  any  person  who  shall  kill  another  by  misfortune  or  in  his 
own  defence  or  in  any  other  manner  without  felony ' 
(July  30).  The  Judicial  Committee  of  the  Pri%'y  Council 
refused  damages  to  a  Canadian  doctor  who  sued  a 
Canadian  wholesale  druggist,  alleging  that  he  had  caused 
the  death  of  his  wife  by  supplying  emetic  tartar  in  mistake 
for  bismuth  trisnitrate.  The  case  was  an  appeal  from  the 
highest  Canadian  Court  (July  30). 

In  the  case  of  the  Bath  Drug  Company  against  a  rival  firm 
the  plaintiffs  claimed  copyright  in  a  druggist's  price-li.st 
which  it  was  admitted  the  defendants  had  copied.  For 
the  defendants  it  was  contended  that  there  could  be  no  copy- 
right in  a  mere  price-list,  but  Mr.  Justice  North  granted  an 
injunction  (June  11). 

In  the  case  of  Hubbuck  v.  "Wilkinson,  Heywood  & 
Clark,  the  Court  of  Appeal  held  that  it  was  not  a  cause  of 
action  for  one  firm  to  state  that  their  goods  are  better 
than  those  of  all  rivals  or  of  any  particular  rivals.  Nor 
is  the  case  altered  if  the  disparaged  party  can  prove  that 
the  statements  published  are  untrue  or  malicious.  The 
Courts  will  not  undertake  to  adjudicate  between  rival  firms 
as  to  the  respective  merits  of  their  products  (Xo7ember  12). 

Medicine=staiTips. 

We  published  on  March  26  an  expression  of  opinion  from 
the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  reversirg  an  interpretation  of 
the  Medicine-stamp  Act  given  in  Alpe's  "  Handy-book."  Mr. 
Alpe  stated  that  as  the  title  "  Toothache-tincture,"  for 
example,  does  not  render  the  preparation  liable  to  duty, 
neither  would  "Tincture  for  Toothache.'  The  Board,  how- 
ever, now  maintain  that  the  latter  title  is  a  holding-out  or 
recommendation,  and,  as  such,  dutiable.  In  a  case  heard  at 
Stalejbridge  it  was  held  that  to  sell  recipes  and  to  give  a 
box  of  pills  with  them  was  a  sile  of  the  pills,  and  that  there- 
fore the  latter  should  be  stamped  (July  16).  The  revenue 
from  medicine-stamps  was  again  the  highest  on  record :  in 
the  year  ending  March  31,  1898,  it  reached  260,852^. 

Veteran  Chemists. 

When  the  Chemical  Society,  last  month,  honoured  six  of  its 
Past- Presidents  at  a  public  banquet,  the  occasion  was  made 
international,  and  Europe  and  the  United  States  joined  in 
felicitations  to  Sir  J.  Gilbsrt,  Sir  E.  Frankland,  Sir  F.  A.  Abel, 
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Dr.  Williamson,  Dr.  Odling,  and  Dr.  Gladstone.  It  was 
apparent  that  in  science  nationality  is  being  wiped  out,  that 
there  is  brotherhood  between  its  votaries,  and  that  only  in 

Ccmmerce 

have  we  the  old  international  rivalry.  The  past  year  has 
given  us  splendid  evidence  that  the  Governments  of  the  Great 
Powers  are  assiduous,  nay,  anxious  to  help  their  manu- 
facturers and  traders  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  British  trade 
has  not  been  made  by  the  British  Government,  but  by 
Britishers  themselves,  and  it  is  questionable  if  in  former 
times  our  manufacturers  and  merchants  would  have  cared  I 
for  the  assistance  extended  to  tliem  by  the  Foreign  and 
Colonial  Offices,  through  their  Consuls,  and  the  Board  of 
Trade.  The  Spanish-American  war  in  Cuba,  the  condition  of 
China,  and  the  spirit  of  unrest  in  Europe  have  all  been  trade- 
disturbing  elements  which  have  counteracted  the  imperialifin 
which  has  favoured  commerce  ;  but  the  year  closes  with 
Great  Britain  in  her  old  jiosition  as  the  market  and  bank 
of  the  world.  Yet  we  must  figlib  hard  for  our  connec- 
tion.   We  hold  our  own  in 

China, 

and  perhaps  know  the  trade  of  the  country  better  than  any 
other  European  nation,  but  Germany  rues  us  close.  The 
commercial  mission  which  she  sent  to  the  laud  of  the 
Celestial  did  not  get  far  ahead  of  the  one  which  went  from 
this  country,  and  ours  was  followed  by  one  arranged  by  the 
Philadelphia  Commercial  Museum,  an  energetic  voluntary 
association  which  is  making  great  efforts  to  extend  American 
trade  in  foreign  countries.  France  has  a  grip  of  the  South 
of  China,  but  scarcely  enters  the  region  where  we  meet  the 
German,  American,  Jap,  and  Russian  ;  indeed,  strategic 
position  and  militant  force  bear  no  fruit  in  China  at  present. 
What  the  Chinese  want  is  cotton  goods,  and  these  we  can 
supply  cheaper  and  better  than  any  other  nation.  With  these 
goods  go  others,  however  ;  for  example,  in  our  first  issue  of 
the  year  we  printed  a  communication  from  Consul  Gardner 
regarding  the  trade  to  be  done  in  household  medicines  in 
China.  Already  a  large  business  has  been  done  in  these  by 
a  well-known  British  house  with  headquarters  at  Ilong- 
Kong;  and  later  advice  which  we  published  showed  that 
the  chance  for  others  will  come  when  the  country  is  further 
opened  up. 

Tariff=changes. 

Japan,  the  Great  Britain  of  the  East,  as  it  has  been  called, 
has  during  the  year  concluded  the  commercial  treaties  with 
the  Great  Powers  under  which  a  new  tariii  comes  into  force 
on  January  1,  1899.  Our  country  is  on  as  favourable  terms 
as  any,  and  our  commercial  relations  with  the  enterprising 
Jap  are  good,  the  trade  in  chemicals  and  medicines  especially 
being  on  the  increase.  Other  tariff-changes  have  been  made 
in  Brazil,  Cuba,  Manila,  Mexico,  and  Tasmania ;  while  the 
new  fiscal  arrangements  with  Canada  which  came  into 
force  this  year  mark  an  important  stage  in  our  commercial 
relations  with  the  Dominion,  and  the  increased  amount  of 
business  done  has  quite  justified  the  favour  extended  to  the 
Mother  Country.  A  special  commissioner  of  this  journal 
has  spent  the  last  six  months  in  our  North  American 
possessions,  and  has  sent  home  a  number  of  letters  upon  the 
trade,  which  we  hope  may  bear,  fruit.  The  most  important 
matter  bearing  upon  tariffs  which  has  ^occurred  dtiring  the 
year  was  the  result  of  the  hostilities  be>tween  Spain  and  the 
United  States.  The  latter,  seekicg  increased  revenue,  created 
a  large  measure  of  internal  taxation,  which  has  been  so 
productive  that  the  financiers  of  tbe  country  have  been 
forced  to  admit  the  inadequacy  of  tariffs  as  a  money- 
provider  compared  with  internal  taxation,  for  it  is  the  fact 
that  increased  tariffs  in  many  instances  have  meant  reduced 


j  revenue  with,  of  course,  greater  protection  ;  but  the  fact 
that  some  of  the  best  men  in  the  Union  have  awakened  to 
the  economic  fallacy  of  protection  is  a  thing  which  may  be 
placed  to  the  credit  of  1898.  Since  the  termination  of  the 
Cuban  War  the  United  States  has  had  to  be  reckoned  with 
as  a  keen  competitor  in  foreign  trade.  During  the  year  the 
U.S.  Export  Association  has  opened  agencies  and  sample- 
rooms  in  Europe  similar  to  those  which  had  previously  been 
established  in 

South  America, 

hitherto  one  of  the  strongest  of  the  United  States  ex. 
porting  markets.  As  evidence  of  our  own  awakened 
official  interest  in  foreign  trade  we  may  recall  the 
fact  that  in  January  the  Board  of  Trade  sent  out  Mr. 
T.  Worthington  (of  the  Blackburn  Chamber  of  Commerce)  to 
iSouth  America  to  inquire  into  and  report  upon  the  c3ndition 
and  prospects  of  British  trade  there,  bat  up  to  the  present 
the  reports  published  hare  contained  little  of  interest  to  the 
drug-trade,  the  chief  fact  being  that  continental  and 
American  competition  is  closely  following  on  the  heels  of 
Great  Britain  in  that  quarter. 

The  British  Colonies 

are  the  only  customers  who  buy  as  much  from  us  as  we  buy 
from  them,  and  it  is  our  best  goods  that  they  buy — manufac- 
tures. The  drag-trade  has  an  excellent  example  of  that  in  the 
export  of  spirituous  medicines.  On  June  4  we  printed  an 
article  showing  how  this  trade  had  increased  since  the  con- 
cession was  made  in  1888.  The  first  whole  year  (ending 
March  31,  1890)  s^ho^ved  exports  amounting  to  9,715 
proof  gallons,  the  last  (March  31,  1898)  67,519  gallons, 
and  the  current  year  shows  a  continuing  increase 
(December  3).  This  represents  goods  which  wholesale 
houses  in  this  country  can  sell  as  chea])ly  as  continental 
houses,  because  they  are  refunded  the  duty  whioh  they  have 
paid,  and  are  allowed  a  4-per-cent.  rebate  additional  for  loss 
of  duty-paid  alcihol  in  the  course  of  manufacture.  Before 
1888  such  preparations  were  exported  in  bond,  which 
practically  meant  that  they  were  imported  from  Germany 
and  reshipped  to  colonial  customers,  who  in  many  instances 
found  out  the  maker  of  the  tinctures  and  sent  their  orders 
direct,  along  with  lines  for  other  goods.  We  pointed  out  iti 
1857  this  loss  to  British  trade,  and  agitated  the  matter 
thoroughly,  until  the  drug-trade,  through  the  London 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  obtained  the  needed  concession  from, 
the  Board  of  Inland  Eevenue.  The  importance  of  the 
concession  is,  perhaps,  not  universally  appreciated  by  the 
drug-trade,  for  houses  with  good  home  connections  and 
little  colonial  naturally  have  not  the  organisation  for  pro- 
perly conducting  the  latter ;  but  those  who  have  export 
business  find  that  the  drawback  concession  conserves  their 
interests,  and  they  have  even  greatly  developed  their  trade. 
Early  in  the  year  we  called  attention  to  a  somewhat  parallel 
case,  but  somewhat  more  difficult  one  to  handle  from 
the  fiscal  point  of  view — viz.,  the  free  importation  into  this 
country  of 

Alcoholic  Medicinal  Extracts, 

pointing  out  that  the  Customs  already  requires  a  duty  to 
j  bs  paid  on  transparent  soap,  in  the  manufacture  of  which 
I  alcohol  is  employed,  and  we  asked  that  the  same  principle 
J  should    be    extended   to    alcoholic    medicinal  extracts 
(February  12).   As  German  manufacturers  work  with  cheaper 
.spirit  than  ours  tha  loss  to  them  is  less  (roughly,  3d.  per  lb. 
,to  our  9d.),  and  so  they  can  undersell  onr  makers  here. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  home  trade,  for  whom  we  acted 
in  this  matter,  could  have  secured  a  countervailing  duty  on 
imports,  but  the  matter  became  complicated  owicg  to  a 
demand  for  drawback  on  re-exportation,  and  this  was  a 
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fiscal  impossibility.  The  whole  question  of  the  use  of 
duty-free  alcohol  in  the  arts  was  raised  at  this  time,  Sir 
Howard  Vincent  at  our  request  questioning  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  about  the  matter,  and. the  Board  of  In- 
land Revenue  gave  a  tentative  concession  to  at  least  one 
large  chemical  firm  (outside  pharmacy)  for  the  use  of  a 
duty-free  alcohol,  not  methylated  spirit,  which  is  likely  to 
be  of  immense  value  to  our  dyeing-industry.  Oa  March  5 
we  summarised  the  conditions  under  which  denatured 
alcohol  is  used  in  Germany,  on  Marcli  26  we  gave  a  full 
account  of  the  alcohol  laws  of  Europe,  which  was  based  upon 
a  Governmental  return.  Quite  recently  (December  3)  the 
subject  of  tincture-drawback  has  again  been  raised  owing 
to  a  correspondence  which  we  had  with  the  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Inland  Revenue  regarding  extension  of  the 
4-  per  cent,  allowance  on  new  B.P.  alcoholic  preparations 
which  are  not  named  in  the  existiog  General  Orders,  and 
this  matter  is  now  under  consideration  by  a  Select  Committee 
of  the  London  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Chemical  Section. 
At  the  same  time  certain  spirits  were  added  to  the  prepara- 
tions upon  which  the  special  allov^ance  is  given,  and  we  may 
add  that  during  the  year  ethyl  chloride  and  ethyl  bromide 
were  added  to  the  Customs  list  for  payment  of  import-duty. 

Drug=markets  during  the  Year. 

Wars  and  rumours  of  wars  have  greatly  disturbed  the 
produce-trade  of  1898;  even  Mr.  Leiter's  wheat-deal  affected 
many  branches  of  trade  quite  remote  from  wheat.  Spanish 
produce  was  low-priced  until  peace  was  finally  ratified,  when 
the  higher  rate  of  exchange  sent  up  values.  The  Cuban 
war  helped  to  scotch,  if  not  kill,  one  old  idea— viz.,  that 
war  sends  up  the  price  of  quinine.  This  was  true  when 
we  had  to  depend  upon  South  America  for  cinchona,  and 
when  there  were  comparatively  few  makers  of  quinine,  but 
it  is  a  fallacy  with  Java  in  the  field  and  a  quinine-pro- 
duction equal  to  a  million  ounces  p°r  month  nearly.  We  so 
recently  (December  17)  reviewed  the  years  movements  in 
cinchona  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  go  over  the  ground  again. 
The  position  is  this :  Java  has  sent  us  20  per  cent,  more 
bark  this  year  than  last,  and  has  got,  on  the  whole,  better 
prices  for  it  than  the  septennium  average.  There  was  a 
gradual  rise  in  the  unit  during  the  first  half  of  the  year, 
and  a  decline  in  the  second.  Ceylon,  India,  and  South 
America  are  still  factors  in  the  cinchona-trade — the  East 
for  cinchonidine-containing  barks,  and  the  West  for  phar- 
maceutical and  manufacturing  barks ;  but  Java  is  our  main 
quinine- source,  and  gives  the  key  to  these  remarks.  The 
J  ear  opened  with  big  talk  about  what  Java  planters  were  to 
do  in  order  to  punish  the  European  quinine-ring,  and  it  was 
hoped  that  by  making  quinine  in  Java  our  makers  would  be 
frightened."  However,  it  has  ail  come  to  nothing  very 
dreadful ;  bark  is  cheap,  so  is  quinine,  and  the  Java 
planters  prefer  prompt  cash  for  their  bark  rather 
than  to  hoard  it  up  for  the  sake  of  bea'ing  the  quinine- 
ring.  The  one  important  fact  of  the  year  is  that 
Java  quinine  is  a  reality.  We  reported  on  the  first  sample 
in  our  issue  of  March  26,  and  since  then  the  imports  and 
consumption  for  manufacturing-purposes  have  been  steady. 
The  effect  of  its  introduction  is  the  opposite  of  what  was 
intended,  for  it  has  kept  down  the  price  of  quinine  and  not 
raised  tlie  price  of  bark,  this  being  due  partly  to  lack  of 
support  by  the  planters  to  the  Bandoeng  scheme.  The  year 
has  also  been  a  poor  one  for  quinine  speculators,  because  the 
manufacturers  have  done  as  little  business  with  them  as 
possible,  and  they  seem  determined  not  to  permit  speculators 
to  corner  the  article.  The  feeling  rather  inclines  the  other 
way — namely,  that  the  manufacturers  may  take  the  first 
opportunity  of  much  enhancing  the  value  of  the  alkaloid. 


Quicksilver,  Iodine,  and  Camphor. 

On  January  15  we  drew  attention  to  the  approaching  con- 
clusion of  the  agreement  between  the  Spanish  Government 
and  the  Rothschilds  regarding  the  Almaden  cinnabar-minea. 
Various  rumours  were  current  as  to  the  future  of  this 
important  concession,  but  so  far  nothing  definite  has  tran- 
spired. Meanwhile  quicksilver  has  fluctuated  considerably  in 
price.  The  year  opened  with  it  at  61.  lis.  6d.  per  bottle,  and 
closes  at  71.  15s. — the  highest  figure  of  the'year.  There  have 
been  fluctuations  between,  and  mercurials  have  risen  and 
fallen  with  the  fluctuations.  It  would  be  unwise  to 
moralise  on  these  happenings,  for  the  destiny  of 
the  article  is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  control- 
ling house,  and  they  never  tell  what  they  are  going 
to  do  next.  Iodine  looked  like  giving  trouble  when  the 
year  opened.  A  Chili  nitrate-maker  threatened  to  put  his 
iodine  on  the  market  at  non-convention  rates  (January  29), 
and  for  a  month  or  two  there  was  an  undercurrent  of  uncer- 
tainty in  consuming-circles  as  to  what  the  future  would  be, 
but  the  rebel  was  brought  within  the  camp  and  calmed.  So 
iodine  has  remained  at  Ihd.  in  first- hands  all  the  year.  A 
few  months  ago  a  cheap  seller  appeared  upon  the  con- 
tinental market,  but  he  also  appears  to  have  been  disposed 
of,  acd  the  only  permanent  change  has  been  a  small  increase 
in  the  price  of  iodides  dictated  by  the  need  for  more  profit. 
Bromides  have  suffered  similarly.  Camphor  is  the  most 
interesting  article  of  the  year.  In  May  we  iu'licated  that 
the  statistical  position  of  the  article  was  getting  serions, 
although  the  price  of  the  crude  article  had  declined  frona 
88s.  to  82s.  for  Chinese ;  but  immediately  values  began  to  rise^ 
and  touched  100s.  in  November.  The  refiners  have  been 
reluctant  to  accept  the  situation  ;  indeed,  they  lowered  their 
price  by  Id.  per  lb.  in  July — the  most  critical  time — but  have 
since  September  raised  it  monthly  to  the  extent  of  3tl. 
per  lb  ,  and  a  further  advance  is  expected.  Stocks  In  the 
East  and  in  Europe  are  low. 

Ipecacuanha 

is  another  drug  which  has  given  anxiety  during  the 
year.  Here,  again,  fair  warning  was  given  in  the  C.  4"  -O. 
of  impending  rise.  Brazilian  or  Rio  ipecacuanha  is  not  so 
get-at-able  as  it  used  to  be  (as  wa9.:shown  in  an  article 
communicated  to  us  by  an  explorer,  April  30)  and  the  diggers 
prefer  indiarubber-gathering.  Hence  some  scarcity  ;  out  the 
drug  is  in  the  hands  of  a  few  importing  houses,  and  they 
steadily  raised  the  price  from  7s.  9d.  per  lb.  in  January  to 
10s.  per  lb.  in  October,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  which  it 
still  remains.  Colombian  or  Cartagena  ipecacuanha  followed 
suit,  although  it  suffered  temporary  neglect  when  it  became 
known  that  the  new  Pharmacopoeia  would  have  none  of  it. 

Various  Drugs. 

Cubebs  seemed  likely  to  go  high  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  but  are  only  half  the  price  now.  Calumba  was  scarce,, 
and  ran  up  to  almost  4Z.  per  cwt.  ;'but  plenty  came  forward;, 
and  prices  as  quickly  ran  down.  Scarcity  has  also  accounted 
for  rises  in  cascarilla,  balsam  of  Peru,  ambergris,  bnchu,  and 
senna,  but  kino  (whose  scarcity  is  purely  artificial)  la  only 
half  the  price  now  that  it  was  a  year  ago.  Among  other 
drugs  which  have  declined  in  value  in  the  course  of  the  year 
are  orris-root  (from  46s.  to  36s.  per  cwt.),  lemongrass  oil 
(from  lOd.  to  3d.  per  oz.),  asafetida  (from  75>.  to  50s.  per 
ewt  ),  oil  of  star  anise  (from  7s.  6d.  to  6s.  Id.  per  lb.). 
HGH  peppermint  oil  has  disappointed  speculators,  and  fair 
crops  have  helped  to  keep  prices  down  here  and  elsewhere. 
On  the  other  hand,  ergot  of  rye  ran  to  a  famine  price  in 
December,  2s.  lOd.  having  been  paid  for  new  Spanish.  Fine 
dragon's  blood  has  been  scarce  throughout  the  year  and  the 
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high,  figure  of  13'.  was  paid  publicly  in  November.  For 
croton-seed,  which  stood  at  AOx.  in  January,  85s.  was  paid  in 
September— we  think  the  highest  on  record.  Cascara 
sagrada  has  risen  from  18.>'.  to  25s. 

Synthetics  and  Chemicals. 

The  expiry  of  the  antipyrin  patent  in  February  brought 
clieap  phenasone  on  the  market,  16s.  per  lb.  being  the 
comaion  figure  until  recently,  when  10s.  less  was  accepted. 
Acetanilide  has  dropped  from  Is.  Id.  to  lid.  per  lb.  in  the 
course  of  the  year.  Cocaine  has  moved  about  uneasily,  and 
13  about  the  same  as  in  January,  when  10s.  6d.  per  oz.  was 
quoted.  Santonin  has  seen  two  reductions — viz.,  6d. 
(January)  and  3if.  (December).  Sulphonal,  which  stood  at 
7i-  3i.  in  February,  has  more  than  doubled  in  price  owing 
to  the  difficulty  of  getting  places  to  manufacture  it  in,  for  it 
is  auch  a  nuisance  that  one  manufacturer  (not  an  Irishman) 
has  declared  "  there  is  no  other  place  in  Germany  to  make 
sulphonal  than  the  middle  of  tlie  Atlantic,  and  even 
then,  the  odour  would  be  smelt  in  China."  Salicylic 
acid  and  salicjlatea  were  slightly  advanced  in  July  ; 
atropine  also  has  been  advanced ;  and  pilocarpine  (now 
■much  used  as  a  hair-stimulant  and  restorer)  has  moved  up 
and  down.  Citric  and  tartaric  acids  show  no  cliange  of 
importance,  the  highest  point  touched  by  the  former  being 
L;.  Zif.,  from  which  figure  it  has  slowly  declined  to  Is.  Id. 
foe  English.  The  peel-essences  have  fluctuated  somewhat, 
and  there  have  been  some  notable  reductions  in  other  essen- 
tial oils,  especially  otto  of  rose,  which  has  fallen  nearly  30  per 
•cent,  in  value  owing  to  a  good  crop  and  a  big  old  stock.  A 
bad  crop  of  turpentine  has  sent  the  price  of  that  oil  up  con- 
siderably, but  we  seem  to  be  in  the  middle  of  the  movement 
only,  and  it  is  too  soon  to  predict  the  end.  Cod-liver  oil 
weat  up  from  65s.  to  85i.  per  barrel  in  the  course  of  the 

■  earlier  months  of  the  year,  when  absence  of  consumption  pro- 
■duced  a  sagging,  so  that  now  we  are  getting  back  to  the  old 

figure.  Opium  has  had  many  small  ups  and  downs,  and  at 
one  time  seemtd  like  going  very  high,  but  it  was  not  strong 
enoagh.  Ehubarb  has  been  sick  all  the  year,  and  jalap, 
cfter  a  period  of  negkct,  advanced  a  bit  six  weeks  ago. 
Altogether  the  year'.-  trade  for  those  who  do  a  steady  non- 
.  speculative  business  has  not  been  a  bad  one,  but  it  has  not 
made  fortunes. 

False  Witness. 

In  last  weeks  Pharviacodical  Journal  the  editor,  referring 

■  to  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  desciibed  it  as  "  a  weekly 
.publication  which  has  lately  distinguished  itself  by  advccat- 

■  Jng  legislative  recognition  of  companies  of  unqualified  persons 

carrying  on  business  as  chemists  and  druggists  "  This  allega- 
tion, is  simply  a  malicious  calumny  which  no  quibbling  can 
justify,  and  for  which  the  Council  of  tlie  Pharmaceuti:al 
Society  would  hardly  care  to  accept  responsibility.  The 
policy  of  The  Ch  emist  and  Druggist  in  regard  to  coaapany- 
pharmacy  has  been  perfectly  consistent.  It  has  urged  that 
parliamentary  action  should  be  based  on  the  amendment  to 
the  Pharmacy  Bill  of  1898  drafted  by  the  Lord  Chancellor. 
That  amendment  as  it  stood  would  not  have  remedied  the 
mischief  involved  ;  but,  by  a  slight  and  not  unieasonable 
•espaasion  on  the  lines  of  the  Lord  Chancellor's  own  idea, 
justifiable  objections  to  the  company-pharmacy  of  the 
present  day  would  be  fairly  met.  The  Lord  Chancellor  pro- 
posed to  require  that  the  managers  of  all  chemists'  and 
druggists'  shops  carried  on  by  companies  should  be  qualified. 
We  have  suggested  that,  in  addition,  the  real  managers — 
that  is,  the  directors  of  such  companies — should  also  be 
•qj-ialifie.d.  This  we  believe  is  ths  utmost  modification  of  the 
Fharmacy  &.ct  in  this  direction  that  chemists  ara  at  all 


likely  to  get,  and,  therefore,  the  only  policy  worth  com- 
bining for.  That  is  whit  The  Chemist  and  Druggist 
has  advocated.  It  is  quite  possible  that  some  better  course 
might  be  suggested.  The  Pharmaceutical  Jourtwl  makes 
no  attempt  to  do  this,  but  is  content  to  grossly  misrepresent 
our  argument.  If  we  are  to  appeal  to  Parliament  next  year  it 
is  time  to  decide  on  the  extent  of  our  demands.  So  far,  the 
mind  of  the  Council  has  not  been  ofiicially  indicated. 
Meanwhile  guineas  are  being  extracted  from  the  trade  on 
the  vaguest  of  suggestions  as  to  what  may  be  done.  This  is 
what  we  have  protested  against.  We  ask  the  Council  to 
declare  its  intentions  definitely.  Nothing  but  disappoint- 
ment and  irritation  can  result  from  the  wild  abuse  and 
hopelessly  un realisable  aspirations  which  form  the  staple  of 
recent  trade  oratory. 

NOT  POSTED. 

Those  who  follow  the  camphor-market  will  be  interested  to 
read  the  following  paragraph,  which  we  cut  from  a  recent 
issue  of  Sell's  Commercial  Intelligence  : — 

The  Japan  Herald  states  that  the  market  quotations  for 
camphor  are  at  present  very  low,  which  is  due  to  the  large  ship- 
ments from  Formosa  to  London,  Bombay,  and  Germany  direct. 
There  are  four  camphor- refineries  in  Japan — viz.,  the  Nippon 
Camphor  Company,  the  Sumitomo  Camphor  Manufactory,  the 
Fukiai  Camphor  Eefinery.  and  a  factory  belonging  to  Messrs. 
Lucas  &  Co.,  in  Kobe,  which  is  the  onlj-  port  in  Japan  engaged  in 
that  line  of  trade,  camphor  being  refined  there  to  the  amount  of 
1,500,000  lbs.  this  year,  valued  at  6,500,000  yen  (say  650,000/.). 

It  is  rather  unfortunate  for  S.C.I,  that  camphor  at  the 
present  time  should  be  on  the  up  grade,  but  this  is  a  good 
reason  why  people  should  not  write  about  things  which  they 
are  unfamiliar  with. 

TOXICITY  OF  BORIC  ACID. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Manchester  Therapeutical 
Society,  Dr.  R.  B.  Wild,  the  pharmacologist  who  investigated 
the  action  of  cephaeline  and  emetine,  read  a  paper  on  the 
toxic  effects  of  boric  aoid.  He  based  his  remarks  upon  two 
cases  in  which  dermatitis  and  other  disagreeable  symptoms 
were  produced  by  the  continued  administration  of  boric 
acid  in  10  to  15  gr.  do.ses.  Dr.  Wild  finds  that  the  acid 
is  eliminated  by  the  urine  partly  as  free  Vioric  acid,  partly  as 
borax.  He  considered  that  with  diseased  kidneys  elimina- 
tion might  be  very  slow,  and  thus  allow  toxic  symptoms  to 
develop.  He  thought  it  is  not  justifiable  to  add  boric  acid 
as  a  preservative  to  foods  in  such  large  quantities  as  is  done 
sometimes. 

TO  WOMEN. 

Poor  fair  .sex  1  Germany  does  not  think  pharmacy  is  your 
proper  sphere.  You  have  done  well  in  Holland,  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  and  in  the  United  States,  but  in  spite  of 
Mr.  L.  van  Itallie's  advocacy  of  your  capabilities,  based  upon 
his  observation  in  Holland,  the  AputheJter  Zeitung  is  of 
opinion  that  you  should  not  be  admitted  to  pharmacy  until 
the  other  learned  professions  are  opened  to  you.  and  that 
the  same  educational  training  should  be  required  of  you  as  of 
men.  Our  German  friead  does  not  know  you,  or  that 
thought  of  an  easier  examination  being  desired  by  women 
would  never  have  been  written,  and  he  falls  into  the  carious 
error  (by  misunderitanding  Mr.  van  Itallie)  that  in  the 
countries  where  you  are  allowed  to  practise  the  calling  you 
have  damaged  the  profession,  financially  and  morally,  by 
establishing  drug-stores  and  prescribing  without  a  licence! 
You  also  drive  men  out  of  the  field  by  acoepting  a  lower 
rate  of  payment.  Your  offence  is  rank,  O  woman  phar- 
macist.   What  have  you  to  .^ay  to  this  severe  Teuton  7 

A  NEW  DEPARTURE  IN  INDIA. 

Simultaneously  with  the  issue  of  the  draft  of  an  Ino'ian 
and  Colonial  Addendum  to  the  Biitish  Pharmacopceia,  an 
institution  has  been  opened  at  R ijkot  (Kathiawar)  by  Lord 
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Sandhurst,  Governor  of  Bombay,  to  improve  the  practice  of 
native  medicine,  to  introduce  the  most  valuable  Indian 
remedies  to  Western  science,  and  to  study  the  properties  of 
the  most  valuable  Indian  herbs.  This  institution  is  called 
the  "  Laxman  Moran  Chemical  Laboratory."  The  building 
has  been  provided  by  Azim  Laxmanvala  at  a  cost  of 
30,000f.,  and  has  been  equipped  with  the  necessary  appli- 
ances out  of  the  State  Joint  Funds,  from  which  source  the 
cost  of  the  up- keep  will  also  be  met.  The  laboratory  is 
under  the  charge  of  a  competent  English  director,  Mr.  Lee, 
and  classes  have  already  been  held  for  one  term,  some  of  the 
students  being  sent  by  the  chiefs,  whilst  others  have  borne 
the  charges  themselves.  So  large  a  portion  of  the  population 
is  still  dependent  upon  the  native  haldm  or  raid  for  all 
medical  assistance  that  a  wide  sphere  of  work  would  appear 
to  lie  before  the  laboratory  in  the  direction  of  improving 
native  medicine  alone,  apart  from  the  other  important  work 
it  is  designed  to  accomplish.  In  bis  address  at  the  opening- 
ceremony  Lord  Sandhurst  wisely  pointed  out  that  the 
systems  followed  by  the  native  hakims  have  a  long  history 
and  a  considerable  literature,  and  amongst  a  good  deal 
that  to  Western  notions  may  seem  empirical,  or  even 
foolish,  there  must  be  included  a  large  amount  of  valuable 
knowledge,  especially  as  regards  the  properties  of  indi- 
genous drugs,  which  may  still  be  imperfectly  known  to 
Western  men  of  science.  He  hoped  that  Western  prac- 
titioners would  take  advantage  of  the  institute  as  occasion 
presented  itself,  and  spoke  in  appreciative  terms  of  the 
support  given  to  the  institution  by  the  Thaker  Sahib  of 
Gondal  and  Mr.  Jamsetjee  Tata,  of  Bombay.  It  is  hoped 
that  the  study  of  sanitation  and  bacteriology  will  ultimately 
be  added  to  the  subjects  studied  at  the  institute,  but  in  the 
meantime  chemistry  and  pharmacology  give  splendid  scope 
to  the  students,  and  the  new  venture  will  interest  European 
pharmacologists  greatly. 

WASTED  RHETORIC. 

The  temperance  doctors  are,  perhaps,  fewer  than  they 
might  be  to  the  nation's  advantage  ;  but  those  who  have 
acquired  prominence  among  them  make  up  in  enthusiasm 
for  their  cause  for  any  lack  of  followers  there  may  be.  In 
the  "  Proceedings  of  the  Society  for  the  Study  of  Inebriety,' 
Dr.  Norman  Kerr  opens  a  lengthy  reply  to  Mr.  Archdall  Reid 
in  the  Medical  Magazine  with  the  following  magnificent  if 
not  quite  coherent  passage.  Dr.  Archdall  Reid,  he  says, 
assumes  the  reality  of  evolution, 

And  having  to  his  satisfaction  demonstrated  this,  pro- 
ceeds to  deliver  a  spirited  assault,  or  rather  a  series  of 
spirited  assaults,  against  the  magnificent  temperance  move- 
ment, which  is  one  of  the  glories  of  the  Victorian  era,  the 
onward  and  triumphant  march  of  which  has  been  graced  all 
over  the  civilised  earth  by  more  resplendent  trophies  than 
the  illustrious  captives,  the  conquered  kingdoms,  the 
brilliant  gems,  the  burnished  gold  and  shining  silver  of  the 
greatest  warriors,  over  a  quarter  of  a  million  of  human  souls 
emancipated  from  the  degrading  thraldom  of  inebriety,  and 
transformed  into  sober,  industrious,  law-abiding  citizens. 

Dr.  Reid's  theory,  it  appears,  is  that  in  the  course  of 
centuries  races  will  grow  immune  to  alcoholic  efEects.  It 
hardly  needed  such  a  burst  of  eloquence  as  that  which  we 
have  quoted  to  refute  the  inference  which  might  be  drawn 
from  this  argument,  that  we  should  go  on  dosing  ourselves 
at  night  and  groaning  in  the  morning,  so  that  our  remote 
posterity  may  soak  to  any  extent  they  like  with  impunity. 


"  '  Phaemacbutical  Foemulas.' — There  is  no  doubt  but 
that  this  book  will  be  of  great  value  to  druggists  and  phar- 
maceutical chemists,  and  will  cause  them  a  great  saving  of 
time.  We  are  glad  to  see  that  there  is  an  excellent  index 
enabling  any  formula  to  be  found  almost  immediately." — 
Chemical  News. 


[The  appended  comments  have  particular  reference  to  the 
Irish  Phaimaceutical  Society's  examinations,  but  the  re- 
flections generally  are  equally  applicable  to  pharmaceutic;;!! 
examinations  elsewhere. — Ed.  C.  ,S'  I>  '\ 


THE  incidence  of  Sir  George  Duffej's  report  on  the  exam- 
inations of  the  Society,  received  at  the  closing  meeting  cf 
the  jear,  suggests  not  only  a  criticism  of  its  matter,  but  a  pro- 
spective which  is  appropriate  to  the  opening  of  a  new  year. 

The  most  prominent  fact  recorded  in  the  report  is  the 
falling-off  in  the  number  of  candidates  for  both  the  Prelim- 
inary and  the  Licence  examinations.  There  were  only  twelve 
novices  entered ;  all  the  rest  had  been  through  the  mill. 
This  is  what  has  always  been  expected,  and  shows  that  it  is 
being  appreciated  by  the  outside  public— by  those  who  have 
sons  and  daughters  for  whom  profitable  occupations  are 
desired — that  pharmacy  does  not  afford  sutlicient  induce- 
ment for 

A  Life  Saceifice, 

and  a  prominent  factor  in  that  conclusion  is  that,  owing 
to  the  fascination  for  company-trading,  and  the  support 
given  to  it,  the  only  prospects  are  employment  in  or  com- 
petition with  corporations,  bloated  or  bogus,  which  can 
possess  none  of  the  interests  which  the  individual  must 
cultivate  of  status,  of  individuality,  or  even  of  what  is 
known  as  a  living  profit.  Consequent  on  and  concurrent 
with  the  declension  in  the  Preliminary  there  has  been  a 
similar  decrease  in  the  candidates  for  the  Licence  (24  new 
and  23  re-examined).  Not  only  this,  but,  as  was  reported  at 
the  annual  meeting  in  October,  the  number  of  registered  drug- 
gists is  also  declining. 

Some  will,  perhaps,  attribute  this  to  the  stringency  of  the 
Society's  examinations ;  but  this  is  not  so.  A  very  liberal 
allowance  is  made  by  the  examiners,  and  there  is  not  one 
rejected  who  is  not  deservedly  so.  It  is  impossible  by  a 
mere  tabulation  of  marks  and  percentages  to  convey  hew 
totally  unprepared  many  of  the  candidates  are  in  the 
subjects  for  which  they  are  rejected,  and  even  liow  super- 
ficial is  the  knowledge  of  many  Vvho  are  allowed  to  pass. 
When  it  is  borne  in  mind  that 

The  Object  of  the  Examination 

is  to  prevent  "  boys  or  persons  disqualified  by  the  want  cf 
proper  education  to  prepare  or  vend  medicine,  not  being 
capable  of  learning,  '  entering  on  the  calling,  acd  that  there 
is  no  subsequent  examination  to  test  advance  in  education, 
the  standard  must  be  fixed  modcately  high.  The  cause  cf 
failure  is  chiefly  due  to  the  methods  of  teaching  in  the 
elementary  schools.  The  scholars,  being  only  taught  to  pass 
certain  examinations  for  which  they  are  prepared,  and  those 
only  being  taught  who  are  capable  of  taking  money-prizes 
at  those  examinations,  the  rest  are  valued  only  for  their 
attendances,  which  also  have  a  money- value,  whether  they 
learn  or  not.  The  following  passage  by  Monsignor  Mollcy, 
is  a  sufficient  exposure  of  the  sjstem  : — 

"  Moreover,  the  false  ideal  leads  in  practice  to  sotce 
startling  realities.  What  can  be  tested  by  written  examina- 
tion is  attended  to;  what  cannot  be  so  tested  is  neglected. 
The  sajing  runs  that  '  it  does  not  pay.'  Thus,  for  example, 
reading  and  elocution  suffer,  the  correct  pronunciation  cf 
foreign  languages  is  held  of  no  account.  I  have  been 
informed  that  in  some  large  schools  which  send  up  pupils 
in  French  no  attempt  whatever  is  made  to  teach  French 
pronunciation.  It  is  even  said  that  pupils  are  encouraged  to 
pronounce  French  as  if  it  were  Ecglish.  This  practice  helps 
to  impress  the  correct  spelling  on  the  ear,  and  spelling  can 
be  tested  by  a  written  examination." 

The  Society's  examiners  are  required  to  have  the  viva  i-vCi 
in  each  subject,  and  the  preparation  does  not  stand  the  test. 
It  is  of  frequent  occurrence  that  an  astonished  father  writes 
for  explanation,  he  having  had 

The  Teachee's  Assuhance 

that  the  pupil  is  first-class  in  the  subject.  The  Socle' y 
cannot  be  expected  to  degrade  its  examination  to  the  level 
of  such  methods  of  instruction,  but  must  insist  on  an  edu- 
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cation  suitable  to  the  status  of  the  calling  in  which  it  is  to 
be  used. 

It  would  1)6  well  if  these  remarks  could  be  read  and 
studied  by  those  who  have  a  thought  of  entering ;  but  the 
probability  is  they  will  have  no  opportunity  of  seeing  a  trade 
journal  before  they  present  themselves. 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  majority  of  candidates  have 
failed  in  English,  arithmetic,  and  weights  and  measures.  Are 
these  subjects  unimportant Or  should  less  than  58  per 
cent,  be  required  for  them,  assuming  that  the  questions  put 
nre  reasonable,  and  such  as  may  have  to  be  dealt  with  any 
{^ay  in  business  ?  A  business  man  would  expect  his 
apprentice  to  go  through  them  for  the  length  of  a  week  and 
not  make  5  per  cent,  of  error.  The  remaining  subjects  are 
not  ornamental — Latin,  algebra,  Euclid,  elementary  chemistrj', 
and  an  "  optional "  subject ;  yet  20  per  cent,  hardly  indi- 
cates either  a  useful  or  ornamental  amount  of  knowledge, 
pad  although  the  inferiority  of  the  answering  has  been  com- 
plained of  frequently,  the  Privy  Council  decline  to  sanction 
an  increase  in  the  percentage. 

The  Licence  Examination 

lias  undoubtedly  advanced  through  successive  changes  of 
ezaminers,  and  yet  there  are  important  matters  never 
reached — viz.,  the  recognition  of  quality  or  adulteration,  and 
the  tests  of  the  B.P.  The  microscope  is  never  brought  into 
use,  though  with  the  Food  and  Drugs  Inspector  about,  these 
might  be  thought  to  be  essential  subjects  for  the  benefit  of  the 
candidate. 

Apart  from  the  Society's  examination  there  is  much 
neglect  of  education  from  a  business  view  which  the  Society 
is  not  called  on  to  touch.  Business  method?,  business  habits, 
transactions  between  buyer  and  seller,  debtor  and  creditor, 
the  keeping  of  accounts,  the  keeping  and  pricing  of  stock, 
the  ratio  of  expenses  to  turnover,  the  difference  between 
gross  and  net  profits,  and  discount  and  interest,  stocktaking, 
and  the  balancing  of  books  are  all  essential  matters  in  the 
■conduct  of  any  business.  The  development  of  a  scientific 
side  to  the  business,  whatever  direction  is  favoured  by 
the  natural  taste  of  the  proprietor,  is  of  importance  in  view 
•of  the  impress  which  his  personality  gives  to  the  business. 
Every  chemist  should  have  a  hobby  which  should  give 
himself  and  his  business  a  reputation. 

It  should  be  impressed  on  all  aspirants  that  the  responsi- 
bilities of  the  ilispensing  chemist  are  by  no  means  light,  and 
that  to  the  conscientious  pharmacist  they  are  indeed  great. 
The  continuous  and  close  attention  required  demands  the 
avoidance  of  all  habits  which  may  tend  to  weaken  or  cloud 
the  brain,,  and  is  an  exercise  of  self-sacrifice  not  demanded 
by  any  other  calling,  which  is  only  bearable  by  the  sense  of 
the  benefits  conferred  on  the  ill  and  suffering. 

R.  J.  D. 


Briti0l}  pharmaceutical  Confcrcitcc. 


A MEETING  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  held  at 
16  Bloomsbury  Square,  on  December  22.  Present: — 
Mr.  Walter  Hills  (Vice-President),  in  the  chair ;  Mr.  J.  C. 
Umney  (Honorary  Treasurer),  Professor  Greenish,  Messrs. 
Bird,  Collier,  Druoe,  and  White  ;  Messrs.  Naylor  and  Ransom 
(Honorary  General  Secretaries)  and  J.  C.  Nightingale 
(Assistant  Secretary). 

Letters  were  read  frem  Mr.  J.  C.  C.  Payne  (President),  and 
Messrs.  Atkinp,  Atkinson,  Downes,  Martin,  McKnight,  Moss, 
Park,  Symes,  and  Wright,  regretting  their  inability  to  be 
present. 

Mr.  Louis  Siebold,  F.I.C.,  F  C  S.,  was  unanimously  elected 
Editor  of  the  Year-book  for  1899. 

After  some  discussion  the  following  gentlemen  were 
appointed  as  a  sub-committee  to  inquire  as  to  the  best 
method  of  increasing  the  membership  of  the  Conference, 
and  to  report  to  a  future  meeting  of  the  Executive: — 
Professor  Greenish,  Messrs.  Bird,  White,  Wright,  J.  C.  Umney, 
Naylor,  and  Itansom. 

It  was  unanimously  resolved  to  request  the  following 
gentlemen  to  allow  their  names  to  be  added  to  the  list  of 
honorary  members  of  the  Conference: — Dr.  Charles  Rice 
(New  York),  Mr.  A.  Petit  (Paris),  and  Professor  A.  Tschirsch 
CBern). 


On  the  recommendation  of  the  Local  Committee  it  was 
resolved  that  the  sessions  of  the  Plymouth  meeting  should 
commence  on  Tuesday,  July  25,  1899,  the  reception  being 
held  the  previous  evening. 

Sixteen  gentlemen,  having  been  duly  nominated,  were 
elected  to  membership. 


■What  the  connection  may  bo  between  soap  and  literature 
we  cannot  fathom  :  money,  most  likely.  But  here  are  Joseph 
Crosfield  &  Sons  (Limited),  of  Warrington,  who  come  into 
the  Christmas  Number  field  with  a  beautiful  "Erasinic 
Annual,"  with  stories,  illustrations,  and  general  get-up  which 
are  simply  perfect.  Guy  Boothby,  Grant  Allen,  George  R. 
Sims,  and  Edric  Vredenburg  are  the  story-tellers,  and  they 
have  given  of  their  best.  With  the  publication  a  delicately- 
coloured  lithograph,  "  Madonna  and  Child,"  is  presented. 
The  "  Erasraic  Annual,"  Number  One,  is  so  well  produced 
that  the  proprietors  will  lind  it  hard  to  give  something  better 
next  year. 

*  ♦  »  * 

Volumetric  Analysis  is  now  a  subject  of  importance 
to  everyone  in  pharmacy,  and  Sutton's  classic  bock  is  almost 
the  only  one  which  deals  adequately  with  it.  But  "  Sutton  " 
is  too  comprehensive  for  the  Minor  student,  and  is  not 
really  a  book  for  those  preparing  for  examinations.  We 
therefore  have  pleasure  in  calling  attention  to  the  "  Quanti- 
tative and  Qualitative  Analysis  for  Beginners,"  written  by 
Mr.  A.  H.  Mitchell,  B  Sc.,  and  published  by  the  National 
Publishing  and  Supply  Association  (Limited),  of  Reading. 
It  contains  a  course  of  volumetric  work,  which  a  student  can 
easily  tackle  privately,  and  which  expounds  the  principles 
sufficiently,  and  is  followed  by  the  usual  chart  work  in 
qualitative  analysis.  The  booklet  sells  at  l.s.  A  somewhat 
fuller  exposition  ("  Notes  on  Volumetric  Analysis  ")  has  beea 
written  by  Messrs.  A.  Thornton,  M.A.,  and  M.  Pearson,  B.A., 
and  published  by  Messrs.  Longmans,  Green  &  Co.  at  2s.  This 
covers  the  whole  ground  of  the  pharmaceutical  examinations 
in  this  subject,  and  the  instructions  are  excellent,  while 
numerous  exercises  are  a  distinct  aid  to  the  student. 

*  *  *  * 

Applied  Bacteeiologt  is  rapidly  becoming  a  pharma- 
ceutical adjunct,  and  whether  the  study  of  this  recent  branch 
of  biology  ever  advances  beyond  the  few  in  pharmacy  or 
not,  the  fact  will  remain  that  all  first-class  pharmacists 
must  know  something  about  it.  The  inquiries  frequently 
addressed  to  us  on  the  matter  indicate  that  the  desire  to 
know  something  about  bacteriology  is  fairly  widespread  in 
pharmacy  ;  some  want  to  get  a  general  notion  about  it,  others 
are  more  ambitious,  and  we  have  had  difficulty  in  recom- 
mending a  book  which  is  suitable  for  pharmacists  generally. 
Now  we  are  in  a  position  to  recommend  one  which  is  not  too 
specialised — viz.,  the  "  Introductory  Handbook,"  written  by 
Messrs.  T.  H.  Pearmain  and  C.  M.  Moor,  M.A.,  and  published 
by  Messrs.  Baiiliere,  Tindall  &  Cox  (12s.  Gd  ).  It  extends  to 
480  pages,  exclusive  of  plates,  and  has  already  passed 
through  one  edition,  so  that  it  has  established  a  reputation. 
The  manner  of  the  book  is  good.  After  telling  all  about  the 
origin  of  bacteriology,  it  proceeds  to  discuss  the  apparatus 
and  methods  employed  in  isolating  and  examining  bacteria, 
and  their  products.  Then  the  pathogenic  micro-organisms 
are  considered  in  an  intelligent  and  instructive  way,  and 
there  are  added  chapters  on  the  bacteriological  examination 
of  water,  milk,  soils,  &;3.  We  have  had  the  book  in  use  for 
two  or  three  months,  and  are  thus  able  to  speak  of  it  more 
assuredly  than  might  otherwise  have  been  the  case.  It  is 
well  illustrated,  is  free  from  pedantry,  and  is  just  the  book 
that  pharmacists  who  think  of  going  in  for  bacteriology 
should  consult. 


A  MODEEN  Deug-stobe  Ad. 

Just  drop  into  our  store  to-day, 

And  see  the  prices  fall ; 
Our  peerless  bargains  bring  disease 

Within  the  reach  of  all.  — Life. 
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POSTCARD  COMPETITION. 
Anothbb  Competition  now  Announced. 

iN  a  recent  trade-mark  case  carried  up  to  the  House  of  Lords 
it  was  established  that  a  really  "  invented  word"  was  not 
to  be  debarred  from  registration  as  a  trade-mark  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  possible  to  detect  some  meaning  in  it. 
The  word  in  question  was  "Solio,"and  the  Registrar  had 
refused  to  accept  it  as  a  trade-mark  because,  as  it  was  in- 
tended to  use  the  word  for  some  kind  of  photographic  paper, 
he  thought  he  detected  in  it  a  reference  to  the  great  photo- 
grapher "Sol."  In  the  course  of  the  judgments  Lord  Mac- 
naghten  remarked  that  it  was  not  an  easy  thing  toiinvent  a  word 
— one,  that  is,  which  should  show  sufficient  invention  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  Act.  On  this  we  asked  subscribers  to 
invent  words  suitable  for  articles  sold  by  chemists,  and  sub- 
mit them  for  competition.    The  following  is  the  result : — 


.Amsyl  (complexion) 
Barnoii  (beverage,  cattle-spice, 
or  veterinary  medicine,  with 
illustration  of  bam  on  labels) 
Boswin  (beef-wine) 
Bostrine  (meat-extract) 
Calluscide  (corn-remedy) 
Capeltoue  (liair-tonic) 
Capillidone  (liair-restorev) 
Caputcure  (headache-cure) 
Carboxaline  (disinfectant) 
Ceramine  (skin) 
Chictine  (toilet-preparation) 
Contusine  (bruises,  ttc.) 
Corvim  (meat-extract) 
Creepilo  (insect-powder) 
Crinidine  (hair-restorer) 
'*Cyclistol  (cycle-oil) 
Dens  alba  (tootli-prep)aration) 
Dens   farmiue  (tooth-prepara- 
tion) 

■^Dentalba  (dentifrice) 
Dentaline  (tooth-preparalion) 
Emolline  (skin-emollient) 
Eradico  (corns) 

Euplirasine  (ophthalmic  appli- 
cation, with  a  picture  of  plant 
eyebright  as  trade-mark,  and 
the  quotation  "  Tliat  he  might 
purge  his  visual  ray  witli 
juice  of  heavenly  euplirasie," 
'Milton) 
Exops  (herb-beer  extract) 
Eyereleeva  (any  pain-reliever) 
Eantine-water   (infants'  gripe- 
water;       recalling  Victor 
Hugo's  child-wife   in   "  Les 
Mis(Srables  ") 
Florano  (toilet-preparations) 
IPlypresto  (fly-destroyer) 
Forsitt  (hair-preparation) 
Fosco  (tonic) 

Oalactyl  (milky  slcin-lotion) 
Hcasonia  (ointment  for  liealing 
sores) 

Idealine-soap  (ideal  in  soap) 
Jecorine  (liver-mixture) 
Kemdrug 

Kephalalzine  (headache- 
powder) 
.Kepswit  (food-preserver) 

Kirex  (for  goods  of  any  kind 
made  by  Kirby) 

Klondets  (winter  lozenge) 

Klondine  (butter- colouring) 

ivarano 

Karos 


Kolondyke  (photography) 

Kwickshine  (blacking) 

Laxilene  (mild  aperient  syrup) 

Linusat  (cough-mixture) 

Manusine  (for  chapped  hands) 

Melesia  (cough-syrup) 

Mepliistophobe  (disinfectant) 

Moloper  (complexion) 

Nebulfe  (feeding-bottle,  sug- 
gesting tlie  "  Milky  Way  ") 

■■'Ollapearl  (dentifrice) 

Osvesico  (for  removing  bony 
enlargements  on  horses' 
legs) 

■•■'Ovagen  (egg-producer) 
Pancera  (cough-medicine) 
Pata  (cakes  or  culinary  articles 

under  P.A.T.A.  rules) 
Pearline  (dentifrice) 
Pediculine      (sanitary  hair- 
lotion) 
Peptogenic  maternalis 
Phra-Grana  (perfume) 
Priraollia  (face  or  hair  wasli) 
Prymos 

Pyralexine  (cooling  drink) 
Rejuveual    (soap,  face-wash, 

Rhododactuline  (distillate  of 
tlie  rosy-fingered  dawn ;  for 
complexion) 

Rubino  (embrocation) 

Rubio  (tooth-paste) 

Ryvos 

Setaline  (headache-powder) 
Solansalvo  (potato-spraying 

material) 
Sfcitchol  (sewing-machine  oil) 
Symos 

Tanglo  (fly-papers) 
Tantol 

Timothi  Rub-dub  (liniment) 
Totulo  (for  couglis,  itc.) 
Tredeeze  (foot-powder) 
Trinicotrine 

Valola  (toilet-preparation) 

Vivinia 

Vyola 

Vytalis 

Xantliocome  (golden  hair-wash) 

Yolano 

Yolo 

Zalo 

Zilareau  (sparkling  tonic  water) 
Zwateline  (for  chapped  liands) 
Zylpha  (toilet-preparations J 


A  Cardiff  competitor,  who  seems  to  treat  our  competition  less 
seriously  than  it  deserves,  offers  the  following  word,  which  may  or 
may  not  be  descriptive  : — "  Llanfairpwllgwyrgyllgogerchwyrn- 
ydrobwllandesllingagogocli."  He  adds :  "  Wholesale  price,  6<Z. 
per  yard ;  quotations  for  quantity ;  no  cutting,  under  P.A.T.A. ; 
a  perfect  cure  for  foot-and-mouth  disease." 

The  words  quoted  above  are,  we  think,  generally  original. 
The  few  marked  *  are  sent  by  the  owners  of  them  who 
actually  have  them  in  use;  of  the  others,  no  doubt,  some 
have  been  thought  of  before,  and  are  perhaps  in  use. 


A  PosTCAHD  Vote  Wanted.— Peize,  One  Guinea. 

We  know  of  no  principle  on  which  we  could  select  the 
winner  on  this  occasion.  At  least,  we  cannot  see  our  way  to 
select  one  and  give  any  sound  reason  for  our  choice.  We 
therefore  refer  the  difficulty  to  those  of  our  friends  who  take 
an  interest  in  these  contests.  Will  they  be  good  enough, 
before  January  10,  to  send  us  on  postcards  their  selec- 
tions, in  order  of  merit,  of  The  Best  Five  out  of  the  above 
list  ?  On  this  voting  we  will  decide  the  competition,  and  we 
will  give  another  guinea  to  the  competitor  in  the  new 
tournament  whose  five  most  closely  corresponds  to  what  may 
appear  to  be  the  general  verdict.  We  shall  not  object  to 
each  of  the  word-inventors  voting  once  themselves  ;  but  we 
shall  discard  votes  which  we  are  sure  are  sent  in  collusion, 
and  we  trust  all  will  play  the  game  fairly. 


Anjj  hook  named  in  this  list  can  hr.  supplied  post-free  to  any 
part  of  the  world  on  receipt  of  the  iniblishcd  pirice  by  the 
Publisher  of  The  Chemist  and  Dkuggisx,  42  Cannon 
Street,  London,  E.G. 


Ballin,  Mrs.  Ada  S.  Children  s  Ailments.  71x4^.  Pp.64.  Gd. 
[Bahij  office.) 

Bowhill,T.  Manualot  Biictcriological  Technique  and  Special 
Bacteriologi/.  100  Illustrations.  9^}  x  6;;.  Pp.296.  216-.  (Oliver 
&  B.) 

Browne,  L.  Tlie  Throat  and.  Nose  and  their  Diseases.  550 
coloured  Illustrations.  5th  ed.  10  x  6.  Pp.  1,000.  31s.  Qd. 
(Baillicre.) 

Butterfield,  W.  J.  A.  Gas  Maniifaclure,  the  CJiemistni  of, 
7fix5i.    Pp.464.   Ws.6d.  (Griffin.)' 

Coulthurst,  S.  L.  How  to  Make  Lnntcrn-slidcs.  ?,'( x  43. 
Pp.  82.    Limp.    Is.  (Dawbarn.) 

Dalziel,  H.  Diseases  of  Horses,  their  Pathojorjy,  Diagnosis, 
and  Treatment.    7|x4i.    Pp.102.    Is.    (L.  U.  Gill.) 

Gill,  C.  H.  Chemistry  for  Schools.  An  Introduction  to  the 
Practical  Study  of  Chemistry.  7i  x  4f .  Pp.  384.  4s.  Qd. 
(Stanford.) 

Highton,  H.  P.  An  Dttrodnction  to  Practical  Quantitative 
Analysis.    74x4^.    Pp.224.    5s.  6d.  (Rivington.) 

International  Ann-ual  of  Anthony's  Photographic  Bulletin 
and  American  Process  Year-book.  Vol.  II.  for  1899.  Edited  by 
W.  J.  Scandlin.    8vo,  8^x5^    Pp.336.    Sewed.    2s.  (Lund.) 

Jones,  C.  Practical  Inorganic  Chemistry  for  Advanced. 
Students.    7x4^.    Pp.250.    2s.  6;/. 

Maxtee,  J.  Popular  Dog-heeping,  including  Treatment  of 
Diseases  and  Parasites.  Illus.  Ti  x  4^.  Pp.  120.  Is.  (L.  U. 
Gill.) 

Mills,  W.  The  Dog  Book,  incliuling  general  managemeyit 
of  dog  in  health  and  disease.  8vo,  8h  x  5i.  Pp.  424.  10s.  6d, 
(Unwin.) 

Moleaworth,  G.  S.  Metrical  Tables.  3rd  ed.  enl.  3  x  4g 
Pp  96.    Limp.    2s.  (Spon.) 

Morris,  M.  Diseases  of  the  Skin.  Ten  coloured  Plates. 
26  Engravings.    Revised  ed.    7  x  4*.  Pp.606.  10s.  6rf.  (Cassell.) 

National  Physical  Laboratory — Heport  of  the  Treasury  Com- 
mittee. 2jj(?.  Minutes  of  Evidence  taken  before  the  Committee. 
Is.    (Eyre'&  S.) 

Optical  Magic-lantern  Journal  Annual  for  1898-99.  Edited 
by  J.  Hay  Taylor.    8|  x  5i.    Pp.  206.    Sewed.  2s.  net. 

Ormerod,  Eleanor  E.  Handbook  of  Insects  Injurious  to 
Orchard  and  Bush  Fruits,  with  Means  of  Prevention  and 
Bemedy.    8j  x  54.    Pp.  296.    3s.  Qd.  (Simpkin.) 

Thomson,  .1.  J.  The  Discharge  of  Electricity  through  Gases, 
Diagrams.    7fi  x  4J.    Pp.  214.    4s.  &d.  net.  (Constable.) 

Williams,  A.  W.  Domestic  Hygiene  ;  including  some  General 
Problems  affecting  the  Public  Health.  7^  x  4|.  Pp.  184.  Is. 
(Bell.) 

Wilson,  G.  A  Handbook  of  Ht/giene  and.  Sanitary  Science, 
8th  ed.    8i  X  51.    Pp.  826.    12s.  6rf.  (Churchill.) 

Zuckerkandi,  O.  Atlas  and  Epitome  of  Operative  Surf,enj. 
,  Edited  by  J.  C.  Dacosta.  Cr.  8vo.   12s.  6(7.  n>^t.  (Rebman.) 
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postal  fIDattcrs. 

BRITISH  Imperial  penny  postage  was  inaugurated  on 
Christmas  Day.  Canada,  India,  and  all  our  colonies 
except  Cape  Colony  and  those  of  Australasia  have  fallen 
into  line  in  this  matter.  It  is  a  good  thing,  and,  if  it  has 
not  been  more  difficult  to  inaugurate  than  the  original 
penny,  the  difficulty  has  been  made  less  because  the  nation 
feels  that  cheap  postage  means  more  business.  Mr.  Henniker 
lleaton  is  the  man  whom  we  have  to  thank  mcst  for  the 
advance.  The  first  use  that  we  made  of  the  Imperial  Penny 
Post  was  to  send  a  congratulatory  letter  to  all  our  subscribers 
in  tlio  participating  colonies  and  dependencies. 

Since  Christmas  Day,  no  fewer  than  5,000  letters  posted 
for  the  countries  to  which  the  reduction  applies  have  had 
Zifd.  stamps  on  them,  and  36,700  have  been  properly  prepaid 
at  the  reduced  Id.  rate.  Out  of  6.540  letters  posted  for 
Icdia  since  midnight  on  Saturday,  975  were  prepaid  to  the 
amount  of  2hd.  instead  of  Id.,  and  of  970  letters  posted  for 
Natal,  288  were  in  the  same  way  overpaid.  Readers  will 
bear  in  mind  that  letters  for  Australia  and  Cape  Colony  are 
still  2hd.  per  |-oz. 

*  *  *  * 

Our  Commif  sioner  in  Canada  sends  us  several  of  the  new 
2c.  stamps  which  the  Canadian  Government  issued  on  Christ- 
•  .    .  -  -    -  -^.-.^     juag  Day  to  inaugurate  the 

leform.  It  is  a  sketch-map 
of  the  world  printed  in  black 
on  a  blue  ground,  and  with 
British  possessions  printed  in 
red.  "  We  hold  a  vaster 
empire  than  has  been,"  is 
Canada's  utterance ;  and  we 
feel,  as  we  look  at  the  stamp, 
that  he  will  be  blessed  who 
creates  a  catching  name  for  Britannia  and  her  chickens,  the 
lack  of  which  seems  to  have  induced  the  exclusion  of  any 
reference  to  the  Mother  Country  on  Canada's  stamp. 

Paecels. 

On  and  after  January  1,  1899,  the  postage  to  be  prepaid 
on  parcels  to  or  from  the  under-mentioned  places  will  be  : — ■ 
For  each  parcel  weighing  not  over  3  lbs.,  Is. ;  over  3  lbs., 
but  not  over  7  lbs.,  2s. ;  over  7  lbs.,  but  not  over  11  lbs.,  3s. 
The  places  to  which  these  rates  refer  are  Antigua,  Ascension, 
Bahamas,  Barbados,  BiitLsh  East  Africa,  British  Honduras, 
Beyrout,  Ceylon,  Constantinople  (by  direct  steamer),  Cyprus, 
Dominica,  Falkland  Islands,  Gambia,  Gibraltar,  Gold  Coast 
Colony,  Grenada,  Johore  (vid  Singapore),  Lagos  (Africa), 
Malta  (by  diiect  steamer),  Montserrat,  Nevis,  Newfound- 
land, Niger  Coast  Protectorate,  Niger  Territory,  St.  Helec a, 
St.  Kitts,  St.  Lucia,  St.  Vincent  (West  Indies),  Sarawak, 
Seychelles,  Sierra  Leone,  Smyrna  (by  direct  steamer). 
Straits  Settlements,  Tobago,  Tortola,  and  Trinidad. 


IpersonaUtics, 

Peopessoe  Emil  Fischee,  of  Berlin,  has  had  the  Order 
of  JIaximilian  conferred  upon  him. 

Me.  Lewis  Evans,  chemist  and  druggist,  Cardigan,  has 
bsen  appointed  Chairman  of  the  Cardigan  Gas  Oijinpany. 

PROFESSOEEoNTGEN,of  Wurzburg,  having  declined  the  call 
to  Leipzig,  has  been  made  a  Privy  Councillor  (Geheimrath). 

Paet  cf  the  late  Dr.  Hermann  Hagar's  library  is  to  be 
sold  for  the  benefit  of  his  heirs  by  Kud.  Petrenz,  Gartenstiasse, 
Neu-Ruppin. 

Miss  Elsa  Neumann  is  the  first  woman  to  obtain  the 
Ph.D.  degree  from  the  University  of  Berlin.  Physics, 
mathematics,  and  philosophy  were  her  subjects. 

Me.  W.  E  S^iith,  chemist,  Ootacamund,  whose  appoint- 
ment as  a  justice  of  the  peace  we  recently  noted,  was  on 
December  3  appointed  Sheriff  of  Madras.  We  understand 
that  Mr.  Smith  is  the  first  chemist  in  India  who  has  received 
this  high  honour. 

We  learn  from  the  Phar.  Zeitung  that  Professor  Hago 
Schwamrt,  of  Greifsw2ld,  one  of  Germany's  most  eminent 
chemists,  celebrated  his  70tb  birthday  on  December  17. 


Professor  Karl  Midler,  of  Halle,  the  distinguii-hed  botanist, 
attained  the  advanced  age  of  80  on  December  16.  Professor 
Miillfr's  works  on  mosses  are  well  known.  In  1853  he 
founded  the  journal  Naiur  in  conjunction  with  Otto  AUe. 

Mb.  E.  H.  Gane,  of  New  York,  ex- Bell  scholar  and  a  former 
secretary  of  the  Chemists'  Assistants'  As^ociatian,  has  been 
elected  a  member  of  the  New  York  College  of  Pharmacy. 
His  election  was  opposed  by  the  German  element  on 
account  of  the  paper  contributed  by  hirn  to  the  Chemists' 
Assistants'  Association  three  years  ago,  in  which  he  criticised 
some  of  the  methods  of  the  German  pharmacists.  Since  he 
took  up  residence  in  New  York  Mr.  Gane  has  done  good  work 
in  pharmacy,  and  is  an  active  member  of  the  American 
Pharmaceutical  Association  and  of  the  New  York  Section  of 
the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry. 

The  Will  op  Me.  Chaeles  Lowe,  F.C.S  ,  F.I.C.,  of 
F.  C.  Calvert  &  Co.,  Bradford,  manufacturing  chemists,  and 
of  Suquall  House,  Staffordshire,  &;c.,  who  diei  on  Novem- 
ber 1,  has  been  proved  by  Mrs.  Lowe,  the  widow ;  Mr. 
Clement  W.  Lowe  and  Mr.  Charles  E.  Lowe,  the  sons  ;  and 
Mr.  J.  W.  Johnston,  Stockport,  the  executors,  by  whom  the 
deceased's  estate  is  sworn  at  173, 347^.  2s',  of  which 
148, 977^.  19s.  2d.  is  neb.  The  testator  authorises  his  trustees 
to  carry  on  his  businesses,  to  take  partners,  to  pay  off  his 
liabilities  to  his  late  partner,  Mr.  John  Gill,  and,  if  they 
think  fit,  to  turn  the  business  into  a  limited  company. 
Subject  to  a  few  pecuniary  bequests,  the  testator  leaves  hi* 
property  to  his  widow  and  children. 


AiB:  "  Whan  the  Kt/e  Come  Hamc." 


At  the  recent  annual  dinner  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Physicians,  Edinburgh,  Dr.  John  Smith  sang  an  original  song, 
which  the  British  Medical  Journal  has  published,  and  which 
we  reprint  as  a  set-oH  to  the  Marlborough  House  meeting  : — 

Come,  all  ye  gentle  dairymaids  that  warble  through  the  glen, 

I'll  tell  ye  o'  a  secret  ye  maybe  dinna  ken  ! 

What  is  the  greatest  bliss  that  yer  tender  hearts  could  claim  ? 

It's  the  boiUn'  o'  the  milk  whan  the  kye  come  bame ! 

Whan  the  kye  come  liame,  whan  the  kye  come  harac, 
It's  the  boilin'  o'  the  milk  whan  the  kye  come  hame  ! 

See  yonder  pawky  coofeeder  that's  sittin'  on  the  hill, 
He  kens  the  milk's  rank  puzhon  that  he  sells,  and  that  t'wad  kill 
A  wean  ;  but  then  he  feels  he's  absolved  frae  a'  the  blame 
By  the  boilin'  o'  the  milk  whan  the  kye  come  hame ! 
Whan  the  kye  come  hame,  &c, 

Lang  syne  when  bairns  were  fed  wi'  milk  that  was  baith  warm  an 
new, 

We  little  kent  sic  ferlies  were  ranipaugin'  through  the  coo  ; 
Sic  pleskies  noo  wad  quickly  bring  niischanter  tae  oor  frame 
But  for  boilin'  o'  the  milk  whan  the  kye  come  hame  1 
Whan  the  kye  come  hame,  itc. 

Then  wha  amang  the  gentry  folk  is  there  that  wadna  shun 
Tae  eat  a  raw  bacillus,  or  e'en  ane  that's  underdone  ? 
But  ye  get  the  danger  bye  ere  ye  pit  it  in  yer  wame 
By  the  boilin'  o'  the  milk  whan  the  kye  come  hame  ! 
Whan  the  kye  come  hame,  (fee. 

Ye  mithers  wha  may  whiles  aucht  a  bacillus  o'  yer  ain, 
An'  wadna  hae  hereditary  skaith  befa'  yer  wean, 
I  rede  ye  a'  tak  tent  that  the  remedy's  the  same, 
As  the  boilin'  o'  the  milk  whan  the  kye  come  hame  ! 
Whan  the  kye  come  hame,  &c. 

Awa'  wi'  antiseptics  ihen,  what  comfort  can  they  gie  ? 
Or  a'  the  airts  that  prey  upon  frail  man's  credulity  ? 
Gie  me  a  canty  hour  wi'  the  lad  I  winna  name, 
Whan  he's  boilin'  o'  the  milk  whan  the  kye  come  hame. 
Whan  the  kye  come  hame,  (fee. 

It's  neither  the  Inspectors  nor  the  Bailies  o'  the  toon. 
Nor  a'  their  Regulations  that  can  pit  the  evil  doon  ; 
But  a  chield  has  fand  the  cure,  an'  tae  him  belangs  the  fame- 
It's  the  boilin'  o'  the  milk  when  the  kye  come  hame. 
Whan  the  kye  come  hame,  &c. 

Notes. — Kye  =  cows;  puzhon  =  poison  ;  wean  =  child;  ferlies  = 
wonders;  pleskies  =  mis.;hievous  tricks;  miachanter  =  mithap 
wame  =  belly;  aucht  =  own;  aurts  =  arts;  canty  =  cheerful. 
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Cubing  the  Cripples. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Evans,  chemist  and  druggist,  Dorchester,  has 
attracted  much  attention  to  an  embrocation  he  manufactures, 
by  showing  in  his  window  a  mechanical  contrivance. 
Cripples  o£  all  kinds  are  seen  to  enter  at  one  door,  and 
■emerge  at  another  entirely  cured  of  their  ailments. 

The  Obax  A'isitoes'  Guide. 

We  have  received  from  Mr.  Samuel  Lawrence,  chemist,  of 
'Oban,  a  copy  of  the  Oban  Visitors'  Guide,  which  he  issues 
yearly  for  the  use  of  tourists  and  visitors  to  Oban  and 
district.  It  is  a  booklet  of  forty-eight  pages,  containing  full 
particulars  regarding  Oban,  its  hotels,  churches,  clubs,  and 
public  institutions,  also  all  information  necessary  regarding 
trains  and  steamboat  arrangements  for  excursions  to  the 
many  attractions  of  the  neighbourhood.  It  will  prove  a  very 
useful  handbook  to  anyone  contemplating  a  trip  to  the 
"  Charing  Cross  of  the  Highlands,"  and  a  copy  may  be 
obtained  post-free  by  writing  to  Mr.  Lawrence. 

A  CiNEMATOGBAPH. 

Messrs.  Prosser  Roberts's  Drug-stores  at  13  Church  Street, 
Camber  well  Green,  having  previously  notified  their  intention 
to  the  local  police,  and  they  raising  no  objection,  started  a 
cinematographic  display  from  the  first  floor  of  their  premises 
as  a  Christmas  draw,  on  the  evening  of  the  shortest  day, 
The  exhibition,  consists  of  about  a  dozen  "animated 
pictures,"  thrown  on  a  white  screen  about  6  feet  by  4,  and 
was  only  too  successful.  It  came  to  a  premature  close 
on  Christmas  Eve,  owing  to  the  complaints  of  the  local 
shopkeepers  that  the  crowd  attracted  by  the  show  created 
suih  an  obstruction  that  their  customers  could  not  obtain 
access  to  their  estaolishments. 

DocTOE  OF  Refraction 

"is  the  title  which  a  Yorkshire  chemist  who  sells  optical  goods 
claims.  And  in  justification  of  his  claim  he  is  issuing  a.  fno 
si/itzVc  of  the  diploma  granted  to  him  by  "  The  Philadelphia 
Optical  College  :  Incorporated  :  Chartered."  The  diploma 
jTuns  thus : 

To  whom  tliess  presents  shall  come  :  Greeting. 
Be  it  known  that 
lias  completed  our  prescribed  course  of  instruction,  and  has  passed 
a  most  satisfactory  examination  on  the  "  theory  and  practice  of 
refraction." 

Having  attained  a  laudable  proficiency,  and  having  proven  him- 
self by  actual  experience  duly  qualified  to  scientifically  correct  the 
errors  of  refraction  of  the  human  eye,  he  is  entitled  to  the  highest 
honours  this  College  can  bestow. 

Thei'efore,  by  virtue  of  the  authoritj'  vested  in  this  College  by 
its  charter,  he  is  hereby  declared  a 

Doctor  op  Befraction  (Ref.  D.) 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  corporate  seal  of  the  College  has 
been  affixed,  and  the  professor  in  charge,  and  the  president  and 
vice-i^resident  of  the  board  of  directors  have  subscribed  their 
iiames  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia  this  first  day  of  Januar}',  a.d, 
1898. 

Seal.  Signatures. 

An  Election  Circular. 
During  the  progress  of  the  recent  Parliamentary  election 
in  New  South  Wales,  Mr.  W.  Bulgin,  of  Woollahra,  sent  out 
the  following  hand-bill : — 

Election,  1898.  Eacli  elector  has  his  own  opinion  as  to  who  is 
the  most  suitable  man  to  represent  the  constituency  in  Parliament, 
but  there  is  no  difference  of  opinion  as  to  who  is  the  best  chemist 
in  "Woollahra — viz.,  W.  Bulgin,  corner  of  Queen  and  Moncur 
streets,  who,  in  the  matter  of  qualifications,  experience,  skill,  and 
general  up-to-dateness,  is  head  and  shoulders  above  his  fellows. 
Free-trade  prices  and  protection  against  accidents.  Doctors, 
nurses,  and  patients  sliould  send  all  their  prescriptions  to  the 
federal  chemist,  W.  Bulgin,  Woollahra.  N.B. — A  "federal" 
chemist  is  one  so  highly  qualified  that  he  is  entitled  to  practise, 
■without  further  examination,  in  every  colon}'  in  Australasia. 

St  proved  a  very  profltable  circular.  Mr.  Bulgin  advocates 
enclosing  circulars  of  that  kind  in  the  morning  papers,  and 
■ensuring  their  distribution  by  the  newsagents. 


Corrc0pon&cncc» 


In  writing  letters  for  publication  correspondents  should  adopt 
a  concise,  hut  not  abbreviated,  style.    They  are  requested  to 
write  071  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  Letters, with 
ZTotlce  to        yjithout  a  nom-de-plume,  must  be  aiithenti- 
dent*"'**"'" warns  and  address  of  the  writer. 

Queries  should  be  written  on  separate  pieces  of 
paper,  andthe  regulations  printed  under  the  sections  to  which 
they  apply  should  be  strictly  observed. 


Indian  Experience. 

Mr.  C.  Srvinn,  eldest  son  of  Mr.  Charles  Swinn,  of  St. 
Mary's  Pharmacy,  Manchester,  writes  under  date  November  3, 
1898,  from  a  chemical-works  near  Calcutta : — "  I  am  perfectly 
satisfied  with  my  present  lot.  The  climate  is  now,  and  for 
the  next  four  months  will  be,  splendid.  It  is  like  a  bright 
summer's  day  at  home  ;  flowers  are  blooming,  and  the  grass 
is  as  green  as — grass.  I  do  not  think  there  is  much  chance 
of  catching  any  disease,  as  we  drink  only  distilled  water,  and 
sleep  on  the  second  storey  out  of  tlie  reach  of  the  vapours 
which  are  supposed  to  cause  fever.  Further,  Calcutta  was 
declared  free  of  plague  six  weeks  ago.  It  is  also  going  down 
in  Bombay,  there  being  only  eight  attacks  yesterday."  After 
dilating  upon  the  excellence  of  the  tea  and  the  cheapness  of 
cigars,  Mr.  Ssvinn  enumerates  a  number  of  wants.  Among 
these  is  the  following : — "  Send  me  a  copy  of  the  formulas 
of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist.  By  the  way,  our  company 
takes  the  C.  I>.  I  see  Rheade  (a  former  college  student) 
is  coming  out  here  to  Massowie,  which  is  600  or  700  miles 
from  my  place.  It  is  in  the  hills,  and  is  a  popular  resort 
during  hot  weather,  it  being  cool  there.  Our  daily  routine 
is  as  follows  : — Get  up  at  6,  when  I  have  chota  liariri  in  bed  ; 
have  a  bath  ;  dress;  go  down  into  the  office,  and  look  over 
the  daily  correspondence  ;  then  go  into  the  works,  have  a 
general  look  round,  examine  the  HSO,  chambers,  ether- 
retorts,  &c. ;  have  another  snack  ;  more  office  works ;  and 
when  12  o'clock  comes  have  breakfast,  which  is  Tiore  like  a 
five-course  dinner;  sit  down  and  snooze  until  2,  when  I  go 
again  into  the  office,  or  works,  or  laboratory,  and  do  any- 
thing which  turns  up.  We  have  six  or  seven  babus — i.e., 
Hindoo  gentlemen — in  the  office,  and  four  in  the  laboratory. 
We  knock  off  at  5  o'clock  and  have  a  cup  of  tea  ;  do  anything 
until  7  30;  dress  for  dinner  and  dine  in  style  at  8;  read  till 
10  ;'go  to  loed,  sleep  ;  and  da  cajw,  as  the  musicians  have  it, 
or,  as  a  pharmaceutical  chemist  should  term  it,  '  Repeat  the 
mixture.'  I  should  like  you  to  get  from  some  doctor  who 
understands  it  an  infallible  cure  for  malaria,  which  should 
be  sold  cheap— say,  l*'  per  pint,  bot'le,  libel,  &c.,  included. 
We  could  make  a  lakh  ot  rupees  in  twelve  months  here  by 
selling  it  to  the  natives.  ...  I  have  only  been  to  Calcutta 
twice,  and  have  not  seen  the  place  propeily;  but  it  has 
altogether  failed  to  preserve  its  reputation  as  a  city  of 
palaces. ' 

A  Pharmaceutical  Allegory. 

SiE, — I  send  you  the  following  allegory: — 

The  good  ship  Pharmaccc,  after  many  years  of  ploughing 
the  waves,  became  somewhat  impeded  in  her  progress, 
owing  to  numerous  excrescences  or  foreign  growths  upon 
the  ship's  sides  and  bottom.  The  captain  and  crew, 
instead  of  attending  to  their  legitimate  duty  of  steering  the 
ship  and  possibly  putting  into  port,  where  they  might  have 
had  her  bottom  scraped,  became  absorbed  in  gazing  over  the 
side  and  speculating  as  to  the  best  means  of  removing  these 
obstructions.  "  There, '  said  the  one  to  the  other,  "look  at 
that  ugly  group  of  fellows  near  the  prow  and  just  below  the 
water-line."  "They  belong  to  that  pernicious  genus  Com- 
panium,  and,  besides  obstructing  our  progress,  are  doubtless 
also  eating  into  the  timbers  of  our  craft."  So  without  more 
ado  they  rushed  away  and  secured  all  the  implements  they 
could  find  (not  forgetting  the  proverbial  long  spoon),  and 
commenced  poking  and  straioing  in  their  endeavour  to  dis- 
lodge the  obstacle,  some  in  their  eagerness  almost  falling 
overboard. 

In  the  meantime  the  ship  diifted,  and  it  was  only  by  the 
providence  of  God  that  she  was  not  run  down  or  on  the 
recks,  0  ■  upset  by  a  sudden  squall. 

Abchibald  Curbie. 


1058 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


December  31,  1898 


Income-tax  Repayments. 
Sib, — As  most  of  your  readers  are  now  ascertaining  their 
profits  for  the  year,  will  you  allow  us  to  remind  them  that, 
if  such  profits  are  less  than  the  amount  upon  which  they 
have  been  assessed  for  income-tax,  they  may  be  entitled  to 
repayment  of  a  portion  of  the  income-tax  paid  in  respect  of 
the  same?  Many  traders  submit  to  overcharges  because 
they  feel  that  it  is  hopeless  to  appeal  against  their  assess- 
ments, having  failed  on  previous  occasions  to  get  them 
reduced.  In  most  cases  that  have  come  under  our  notice  we 
have  found  that  the  reason  why  they  have  failed  is  that  they 
have  not  furnished  the  Commissioners  with  proper  accounts, 
which  are  absolutely  necessary  to  enable  them  to  satisfy 
themselves  that  the  assessment  is  excessive.  If  proper 
accounts  be  kept,  or  even  if  a  proper  cash-account  be  pre- 
sented (which  is  very  simple  by  using  the  "  Taxpayers' 
Cash-book  "),  there  is  but  little  difficulty  in  establishing  a 
claim. 

We  shall  be  glad  to  advise  any  of  your  readers,  gratui- 
tously, whether  they  can  make  a  claim,  if  they  send  us  full 
particulars  of  their  incomes  and  a  stamped  addressed  en- 
velope. Yours  faithfully. 

The  Income-tax;  Adjustment  Agency. 

12  and  13  Poultry,  London,  E.G.,  December  28. 


Dispensing  Notes. 

This  section  is  intended  for  tJie  elucidation  of  dispensing 
difficulties.  Subscribers  and  their  employes  may  contribute 
to  it,  criticising  any  of  the  following  jwtes  or  contributing 
notes  on  prescj'iptiona  which  they  have  found  to  be  of 
unusual  interest. 


115/17.  Aro. — Jarabe  Azukar  in  the  prescription  you 
send  is  Spanish  for  simple  syrup. 

A  Long  Prescription. 

A  Bournemouth  chemist  (110/58)  sends  us  the  following 
prescription,  which  he  was  called  on  to  dispense  the  other 
day:— 

Ac.  nitric,  fort.        ...       ...       ...  gtt.  viij. 

Ac.  hydroclilor.  fort.    gtt.  viij. 

Vin.  colch.     ...       ...       ...       ...  5iss. 

Tr.  aconiti  (Fleming)    gtt.  viij. 

Tr.  valei-.  simpl   ...  5iss. 

Tr.  gelsem   5iss. 

Tr.  cardam.  co.        ...       ...       ...  5j- 

Tr.  capsioi     ...       ...       ...       ...  gtt.  viij. 

Tr.  calumbse     gtt.  xxiv. 

Tr.  camph.  co.         ...       ...       ...  5iss. 

Tr.  guaranjs  ...       ...    5j- 

Liq.  jaborancli         ...       ...       ...  gtt.  xxiv. 

Bpt.  ether,  nit.        ...       ...       ...  5j- 

Mag.  sulpli   5j. 

Syr.  limonis  ...       ...       ...       ...  .5sr. 

Aq.  puro3  ad   Sviij. 

Cap  oj-  ter  in  die. 

Bismuth,  Mixture  and  Lotion  Query. 

SiE, — Will  any  of  your  readers  kindly  inform  me  how  to 
dispense  the  following  prescriptions  ? — 

Sodii  bicarb   5ij- 

Glyc.  acid,  carbolic  

Liq.  bismuth   ggs. 

Aqua  chlorof,  ad    Sviij. 

anil — 

Calamin  ...       ...  gr.  120 

Zinci  ox.        ...       ...       ...       ...  gr.  120 

01.  lini...       ...       ...       ...       ...  f,iv. 

Sulphur,  ppt....       ...       ...       ...  gr.  30 

Lotio  acid,  carbolic.  (l-^-O)  ad     ...  5xvj. 

I  am  told  that  the  mixture  should  be  a  perfectly  clear  one, 
and  should  remain  so ;  but  I  find  that  after  an  hour  or  two 
a  white  flaky  deposit  is  thrown  out. 

The  lotion,  I  am  told,  .should  be  in  the  form  of  "a 
beautiful  cream."  Yours,  &c., 

A.  W.  M.  (121,43.) 

[We  commented  on  a  similar  bismuth  mixture  in  The 
CflEMisr  AND   Dbuggist,  Match  13,  1897,  page  451. 


The  ingredients  of  the  lotion  do  not  seem  to  promise  a 
"  beautiful  cream."] 

Lead  Lotion. 

SiH, — Will  someone  please  suggest  a  means  of  dispensing 
the  following  so  as  to  get  a  presentable  lotion  ?  — 

Ac.  carbolic.  ...  ...       ...       ...  in.xxv. 

01.  eucalypt.  ...  ...       ...       ...  mv. 

Ol.  amygd.  dulc.  ...       ...       ...  .liss. 

Lotio  plumbi  ad    5ij. 

Yours  truly, 

Cymbo.  (118/8.) 

Ointment  and  Pills. 
Sib, — The  following  ointment  was  returnei  after  nine 
week^,  having  changed  from  the  brownish  tint  it  was  when 
sent  out  to  a  bright  blue  : — • 

Hyd.  ammon.  ...       ...       ...    gr.  x. 

Liq.  carb.  deterg  5=s. 

Resorcin.       ...       ...       ...       ...    j^i-.  xx. 

Vaselin.  alb   5ij. 

The  following  pills  were  turned  out  as  3-gr.  pills  at  a 
neighbouring  chemist's;  does  ichthyol  lend  itself  to 
evaporation  ? — 

Ichthyol.        ,..       ...       ...       ...    gr.  iij. 

Quin.  disuljih.  ...       ...       ...    gr.  j. 

Acid,  arsen.    ...       ...       ...       ...    gr.  ^'^ 

Ft.  pil.    Mitte  50. 
Will  you  give  me  your  opinion  on  these  ? 

Yours  truly, 

Dispenser.  (106/49) 
[Resorcin  is  very  liable  to  colour-changes  ;  there  may  have 
been  a  trace  of  iron  in  the  ointment.  Ichthyol  can  be  carefully 
evaporated  over  a  water-bath  to  a  paste.  Wyatt  found  the 
loss  to  be  45  per  cent.,  and  that  evaporation  did  not  impair 
its  remedial  activity.] 

Sodii  Salicyl.  and  Spt.  JEther.  Nit. 

Sib. — The  follovfing  was  handed  in  a  few  days  ago  to  be 
dispensed : — 

Sodii  salicylat.        ...       ...       ...  5iij. 

Spt.  ffither.  nit.    .')iii. 

Aq.  dest.  ad   $vj. 

The  mixture  gradually  became  discoloured,  until  after  a 
few  hours  it  was  a  deep  brown,  crystals  were  deposited,  and 
a  strong  peculiar  odour  developed.  What  was  the  reaction^ 
and  is  the  mixture  incompatible  1 

Yours  faithfully, 

W.  S.  (115/31.) 
[Nitro-  and  diazo-salicylate  of  soda  are  formed.  The 
prescriber  should  be  communicated  with,  as  the  mixture  is 
incompatible.] 

106/37.  Seaside. — It  is  the  presence  of  lime  in  ordinary 
water  that  causes  the  difference  in  colour  between  a  mixture- 
containing  tr.  card.  co.  made  with  distilled  water  and  ordi- 
nary water. 

Dispensing  Inunctions. 

SiE, — Hoiv  should  the  following  be  dispensed,  and  what 
would  be  a  fair  price  to  charge  for  same? — 

Ung.  liydrarg.   5ss. 

Mitte  xxvj 
j.  omni  nocte  utend. 

Yours  faithfully. 

J.  E.  C.  (106/55.) 
[Wrap  each  in  waxed  paper  as  you  would  a  deliquescent- 
powder.    They  are  generally  charged  at  powder-rate.] 

Perri  et  Quin.  Cit.  Mixtures. 

SiE, — Far.  et  quin.  cit  mixture  of  Mr.  Wokes  does  not  in 
my  hands  precipitate  with  neutral  liq.  am.  acet.  to  any 
appreciable  extf-nt.  And  should  the  latter  be  alkaline  only 
a  dirty-looking  depos  t  takes  place  which  has  not  in  any 
way  the  appearance  of  a  quinine  salt.  The  presence  of  a 
slight  excess  of  ammor  ia  would  not  cause  the  quinine  to  be- 
thrown  out,  and  there  should  not  be  enough  alkalinity 
in  the  liquor  to  do  so.       I  am  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 

G.  H.  T. 
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Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  reply  to  subscribers  and  their  employes  only  upon  subjects 
of  interest  to  other  readers  generally.    When  more  than  one 
query  is  sent  write  each  on  a  separate  piece  of 
paper.     When  a  sample  acconvpanies  a  query 


ITotlce  to 
Qaerlsts. 


full  particulars  regarding  the  origin  and  use  of 
the  sample  must  be  given,  and  it  must  be  distinctly  labelled. 
Queries  are  not  replied  to  by  post,  and  those  sent  anonymoushj 
are  disregarded, 

103/14.     .T.    T.    G.  —  Composition-essence,    C.  4' 
DiAET,  1897,  page  271. — In  this  recipe  the  quantity  of 
proof  spirit  can  be  increased  to  ?xxx.,  but  was  intentionally 
kept  as  low  as  possible  to  prevent  waste.    More  water  can 
also  be  used  for  the  subsequent  boiling,  if  necessary. 

102/59.  Oelatine.  —  Calf 's-foot  Jelly  contains  about 
5  per  cent,  of  gelatin.  It  is  cleared  by  heating  with  white 
of  egg  and  filtering  whilst  hot  through  a  flannel  bag.  The 
bottled  jelly  is  carefully  sterilised  to  make  it  keep. 

111/22.  C.  E. — Poultry- pills  for  keeping  fowls  in  con- 
dition and  assisting  laying  : — 

Pulv.  capsici   .^ss, 

Pulv.  gentiaute   

Ferri  sulpli   oSS. 

Ext.  gentianie         ...       ...       ...  5ss. 

Ft.  massa,    KoU  into  5-gr.  pills. 

116/9.  Alpha.  —  The  Id.  Curling-powder  consists  of 
15  gr.  of  borax,  nicely  scented  with  heliotropin.  The 
directions  read  as  follows  : — "  Dissolve  the  powder  in  a  tea- 
cupful  of  warm  water,  and  with  this  liquid  damp  the  hair 
before  using  curling  pins  or  irons." 

117/45.  W.  T. — The  substance  you  send,  and  which 
answers  admirably  for  "Welding  Cast  Steel,  is  borax. 

115/2.  North  Country. — From  the  very  vague  particulars 
which  you  send  of  the  solution,  it  does  not  seem  to  be  of 
general  interest. 

91/52.  City. — We  must  refer  you  to  "  Pharmaceutical 
Formulas  "  for  an  aniline  maiking-ink  like  your  sample,  as 
the  recipe  and  directions  are  too  long  to  reproduce  here. 

118(21.  KaijloT. — The  identity  of  your  samples  has  been 
lost  through  their  not  being  labelled. 

97/44.  A.  A.  B. — The  colour  used  by  butchers  is  an 
azo  colour  known  as  scarlet  G.R.,  in  this  case  diluted  with 
bicarbonate  of  soda. 

121/16.  J.  P. — The  samp'e  of  Gregory's  powder  was 
missing  when  your  letter  reached  us. 

115/25.    Moty. — We  do  not  analyse  proprietary  medicines. 

119/51.  ./.  B. — The  sample  of  hair-wa?h  which  you  send 
this  time  is  largely  composed  of  acetic  acid.  It  is  not  of 
sufficient  general  interest  for  us  to  make  an  elaborate  an- 
alysis of  it. 

120/70.  Solution. — Phosphate  of  soda  B.P.  is  soluble  1  in 
6,  but  you  must  not  expect  powdered  phcsphate  of  soda  to 
be  so  soluble.  The  salt  is  powdered  after  previously  heating 
until  it  has  lost  about  60  per  cent,  of  its  weight. 

120/46.  Spero. — You  cannot  have  read  the  rules  which 
govern  replies  in  this  section  of  our  journal. 

107/60.  X.  T.  Z. — Egg-producing  Spice.— The  following 
closely  approximates  your  sample  : — 

Cayemie    oj. 

Anise  ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  .5iv. 

Fenugreek     ...       ...       ...       ...  51  v. 

Caraway        ...       ...       ...       ...  5iv. 

Linseed-meal  to      ...       ...       ...  lb.  ij, 

115,30.  Mai  do  Mer.  —  The  Sea  sickness  Eemedy 
appears  to  be  a  bromide  one. 


124/71.  S.  M.  r.— (1)  The  term  "  fellow"  or  "  member  of 
the  fellowship"  of  the  Spectacle-makers'  Company  is,  we 
understand,  to  be  restricted  to  those  who  pass  the  optical 
examination  of  the  Company  or  who  passed  the  Dioptric 
Grade  of  the  British  Optical  Association  before  July,  1898. 
(2)  It  is  unusual  for  a  freeman  of  the  City  of  London  to 
mention  the  fact  on  his  busine.^s-cards.  (3)  A  freeman  of 
the  City  of  Ijondon  and  the  Spectacle-makers'  Company 
would  not  have  a  legal  right  to  use  the  arms  of  the  City  and 
the  Compiny  on  his  business-cards,  but  it  is  not  very  likely 
he  would  be  interfered  with  if  he  did  so. 

124/28.  Benzoated — (1)  Archangel  or  Stockholm  tar  and 
American  tar  are  both  produced  by  the  destructive  distilla- 
tion of  coniferous  stems  and  roots.  Stockholm  tar  is  the 
more  prized,  and  the  best  to  use  in  medicine.  There  is 
another  tar,  obtained  as  a  by-product  in  the  manufacture  of 
acetic  acid  and  charcoal  from  wood,  which  is  much  inferior 
to  either  of  these.  (2)  Tlie  formula  you  submit  for  adeps 
berz.  made  by  mixing  fjj.  tr.  benz.  simpl.  to  Oj.  S  V.R) 
with  1  lb.  of  lard  is  certainly  cheap,  but  a  mere  travesty  of 
tbe  B.P.  article.  See  remarks  on  Adeps  Benz.  on  page  495  of 
the  1899  Diary. 

78/1.  D.  B.  C. — We  thank  you  for  the  prescription,  which 
is  interesting,  but  incapable  of  reproduction. 

129/42  Quahcr. — A  micromillimetre  is  now  almost  uni- 
versally understood  to  be  tbe  millionth  part  of  a  millimetre. 
The  term  was  formerly  used  by  biologists,  and  is  still  so 
used  by  some  of  them,  to  denote  the  thousandth  part  of  a 
millimetre.  A  micron  is  the  millionth  part  of  a  metre 
(=  the  thousandth  part  of  a  millimetre).  This  term  has 
been  oflicially  adopted  to  represent  that  measure  by  the 
International  Commission  of  Weights  and  Measures. 

127/47.  Student. — The  publishers  cf  the  books  you  name 
are  the  people  to  inquire  at  in  regard  to  when  new  editions 
are  coming  out.  We  should  advi'e  you,  however,  when 
writing  them  not  to  finish  up,  as  you  did  to  us,  with  the 
request  for  an  "intelligent"  answer — they  may  not  like 
the  inference. 

126/55.  J.  J. — The  bottle  containing  your  sample  was 
broken  in  coming  through  the  post. 

126/32  Ichthyocolla. — Common  glue  is  quite  unsuitable 
for  copjing-pads,  and  is  the  cause  of  your  failure.  Yoq 
require  to  use  gelatin. 

17/38.  A.  B.  B.  (Genoa).— (1)  Give  the  crack  on  the 
glass  water-jug  several  coats  of  solution  of  silicate  of  soda, 
allowing  each  layer  to  dry  before  painting  on  another.  This 
will  make  it  water-tight.  (2)  The  chinosol  disinfectant 
(f.  <5-  July  30,  1898,  page  181)  has  a  pleasant  odour,  and 
seems  to  be  what  you  want  for  the  nursery-sink. 

115/63.  Precipitate. — Phosphate  of  quinine  is  formed  in 
your  iron-and-qninine  mixture.  Why  use  phosphoric  acid  at 
all  ?  The  small  quantity  cannot  exert  any  medicinal  effect, 
and  is  the  cause  of  the  unsightly  precipitate. 

113/65.  F.  W.  B. — Eucaine  A.  is  a  methyl  ester  of 
benzovloxypiperidine  carboxylic  acid.  Eucaine  B.  is  the 
hydrochloride  of  benzoylvinyldiacetone-alkamine.  The  latter 
is  less  toxic  and  less  irritating  than  eucaine  A,  and  just  as. 
good  an  anaesthetic.  In  ophthalmic  practice  a  2-per-cent. 
solution  is  employed. 

112/24.  Mel  Boracis. — There  is  not  sufficient  glycerin  in 
mel  boracis  B.P.  to  dissolve  the  borax.  This  preparation  is- 
generally  made  by  rubbing  the  ingredients  together  in  a 
mortar,  the  glycerin  and  honey  together  dissolving  the 
borax  in  time. 

108/25.  B.  T.  B. — Formalin  is  the  best  preservative -for 
sauce  or  gravy  browning.  The  quantity  to  use  is  about 
20  drops  to  the  pint. 

106/37.  Seaside. — To  use  tuberculin  as  a  Test  for  Tuber- 
culosis in  cattle,  a  J-per-cent.  solution  is  injected  and  the 
temperature  noted.  If  it  rises  the  inference  is  that  the 
animal  is  tuberculous.    It  is  not  a  costly  operation. 
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130/8.  X.  I'.  Z. — Bay-rum. — Your  sample  is  most  like 
No.  iv.  in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  but  without  the 
pimento : — 

Oil  of  bay   Vi- 

Oil  of  orange-peel   5ss. 

Eectified  spirit    Jlxxvj. 

Water  to    5cxxv. 

Mix  and,  alter  eight  tl;iys,  filter. 

123/58.    F.  F.  TK— Emplastrum  Opii,  P.L. — The  correct 
■formula  is — 

Extract  of  opium     ...       ...       ...    1  oz. 

Lead  plaster  ...       ...       ...       ...    8  oz. 

Prepared  frankincense      ...       ...    2  oz. 

Boiling  water...       ...       ...       ...    1  oz. 

To  tlie  melted  frankincense  (thus  Americanum)  add  the  plaster 
melted  over  a  slow  fire,  and  the  extract  previously  mixed  with  the 
water.  Evaporate  with  constant  stirring  until  the  proper  con- 
■eistence  is  obtained. 

The  plaster  is  of  a  dark  colour. 

109/44.  Condiment. — (1)  The  following  readjustment  of 
^quantities  gives  a  good  Cattle-spice  on  the  lines  jou  indi- 
cate : — 

Fennel,  aniae,  gentian,  fenugreek, 

ginger,  all  in  powder,  of  each    ...      1  lb. 

Table-salt    3  lbs. 

Barley-meal,  linseed-meal,  of  each    10  lbs. 

Blix.  A  little  oil  of  anise  or  caraway  can  be  added,  if  needed, 
ito  give  the  jiowder  more  nose. 

(2)  Gingerade-powder  for  packets  : — • 


Gingerin        ...       ...       ...  ...  .^ij. 

Dried  caramel         ...       ...  ...  5j. 

Powdered  extract  of  quillaia  ...  5ss. 

Tartaric  acid  ...       ...       ...  ...  ,^viij. 

Coarsely-powdered  sugar   ...  ...  Jviij. 


Mix  well  and  weigh  into  1-oz.  packets. 
Directions :  Add  the  contents  of  the  packet  to  1  lb.  of  sugar,  and 
room  thereon  a  quart  of  boiling  water,  and  stir  till  dissolved - 
iFor  use,  a  tablespoonful  of  this  syrup  is  mixed  with  a  tumbler  of 
'■water. 

The  powder  must  be  well  wrapped  in  waterproof  paper,  as  it 
has  a  tendency  to  become  damp. 

133/56.  R.  H.  B.,  writing  in  reference  to  the  formula 
for  cleansing-drench  in  "  Veterinary  Counter-practice," 
page  30  (ergot,  mag.  sulph.,  &c.),  wishes  to  know  if  the 
drench  may  with  safety  be  given  a  few  days  after  calving, 
instead  of  "  within  two  hours."  The  ergot  is  given  with  a 
view  to  causing  contraction  of  the  uterus ;  hence  the  sooner 
after  calving  it  is  given  the  better.  No  harm,  however,  can 
follow  if  the  draught  is  given  after  an  interval  of  several 
days,  as  it  seems  to  be  pretty  definitely  ascertained  now 
'that  ergot  has  no  reliable  effect  upon  the  involuntary 
■muscular  coat  of  the  uterus,  nor  does  the  exhibition  of  long- 
continued  doses  produce  its  effects  upon  the  capillaries  as 
seen  in  the  human  subject. 

135/42.  Palatable. — The  cough-mixture  was  originally 
for  adults. 

135/50.  Nemo. — Formalin  is  the  best  preservative  for 
siuce. 

134/18.  Dil. — The  following  will  meet  yonr  requirements 
for  a  palatable  and  cheap  Cough-mixcure  :— 


Ipecacuanha-wine   ...       ...       ...  Jiss. 

Chloroform     itlxl. 

Liquid  glucose        ...       ...       ...  §vj. 

Essence  of  raspberry         ...       ...  5ij. 

Eosine  (previously  dissolved)      ...  q.s. 

Water  to       ...       ...       ...       ...  Jxx, 


Dose  :  5j.  or  5ij-  three  or  four  times  a  day. 

126/62.  Oresimns. — The  charges  for  the  Valuation  of 
Ciiemists'  Businesses  are  a  commission  ot  5  per  cent,  on 
the  first  103/.  and  23?  per  cent,  on  any  additional  amount, 
and,  if  in  the  country,  the  valuer's  expenses. 

112/12.  A.  J. — Five-drop  doses  of  tincture  of  aconite 
certainly  will  not  do  in  a  Childien's  Tever  and  Cold 


Mixture.  Quinine  and  antipyrin  are  also  quite  unsuitable. 
The  following  is  good  and  simple  : — 

Potass,  citr.  ...        ...       ...  ... 

Tr.  camph.  CO.         ...       ...       ...  ,~)iss. 

Acet.  ipecac.  ...       ...       ...       ...  f)i9s. 

Liq.  amnion,  acet.   ...       ...       ...  5j- 

Syrup,  limonis        ...       ...  ... 

Aq.  chlorof.,  B.P.,  ad    Jvj. 

Dose :  For  a  child  of  2  years,  a  teaspoonful ;  over  2  and  up  to 
5  years,  two  teaspoonfuls. 

131/55.  J.  W.  K. — The  sanitary  fluid  which  your  label 
seems  to  refer  to  is  an  emulsion  of  the  creosote  oils  of  blast- 
furnaces. It  is  supplied  by  wholesale  houses  under  various 
names. 

132/59.  Precipitate. — Fermentation  of  the  cough-mixture 
(C  4'  2>,  January  30,  1892)  can  be  obviated  by  using 
chloroform- water  as  the  diluent  in  place  of  anise- water. 

131/61.  A.  W.  7/.— The  Chilblain-liniment,  vii.,  "  Phar- 
maceutical Formulas,"  page  31,  is  intended  to  be  solid. 

132/23.  B.  O' L  — The  whisky  you  have  coloured  too 
deeply  with  caramel  can  be  decolourised  by  filtration  through 
animal  charcoal.  By  taking  out  the  colour  of  a  part  of  the 
whisky,  and  mixing  with  the  remainder,  you  will  get  the 
lighter  tint  you  desiie. 

128/20.  T.  G.  O'S. — Proper  ventilation  is  the  only  remedy 
for  Sweating  Shop-windows.  In  the  C.  Sr  B.,  January  29, 
1898,  there  was  a  short  article  on  the  subject. 

129/2.  J.  H.  proposes  to  make  a  Marking-ink  by  adding 
ammonia  to  a  solution  of  silver  nitrate  until  the  precipitate 
is  dissolved,  and  then  adding  Rochelle  salts  and  a  little  gum 
to  suspend.  The  objection  to  this  is  the  presence  of  nitrate 
of  ammonia,  the  dissociation  of  which  by  the  hot  iron  is 
probably  the  cause  of  inks  "  burning  holes  "  in  the  fabric. 
The  subject  is  discussed  more  fully  in  "Pharmaceutical 
Formulas,"  page  373. 

130/52  *()^— Dead-black  Varnieh  — See  C.  4"  B, 
December  24,  1898,  page  1027. 

127/32.    ilf.  J5. -1.— Kid-glove  Cleaner:  — 

Curd  soap      ...       ...       ...       ...  5j- 

Dissolve  in — ■ 

Water  Jiv. 

And  add— 

Oil  ot  lemon  5ss. 

Finely-powdered  French  chalk    ...    q.s.  to  make 

stiff  paste 

99/73  Verus. — The  sample  of  Calf- boot  Polish  seems  to 
be  a  mixture  of  hard  paraffin  (1)  and  turpentine  {?,)  slightly 
coloured  with  lampblack. 

Information  Wanted. 

The  Editor  will  he  obliged  for  replies  to  the  following  from 
who  can  furnish  the  information. 

128/44.    London  agent  for  "  Packer's  Tar-soap." 

123/51.  Makers  of  glass  or  gelatine  tubes  for  retailing 
vanilla  1 


The  Doctoe'3  Deug-bill. — In  the  City  of  London  Court, 
on  December  29,  before  Mr.  G.  Pitt-Lewis,  Q  C,  Deputy, 
Judge,  Messrs.  Herrings  &  Co.,  druggists'  sundriesmen- 
40  Aldersgate  Street,  E.G.,  sought  to  enforce  payment  of 
21.  lis.  9d.  for  drugs  supplied  to  the  defendant.  Dr.  W.  J.  W. 
Borthwick,  1  Charlotte  Street,  Fitzroy  Square.  The  plain- 
tiffs' solicitor  said  the  defendant  ought  to  pay  his  drug-bill, 
for  without  the  drugs  he  could  not  carry  on  his  business. 
He  lived  at  Cambridge  Gardens,  and  his  practice  at 
Charlotte  Street  showed  great  appearances  of  business.  The 
defendant  had  told  him  that  he  had  just  been  married,  and 
had  spent  his  wedding-trip  on  the  Continent.  He  said  his 
marriage  had  caused  him  to  forget  all  about  the  p'aintiffs' 
little  bill.  The  Deputy-Judge  said  if  the  defendant  could 
afford  to  get  married  and  go  abroad  he  must  pay  his  debts. 
An  order  was  made  committing  the  defendant  for  ten  days, 
but  with  a  suspension  for  ten  days  to  give  him  time  to  pay. 
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Notice  to  Betail  Buyeri. 

It  sTiould  be  remembered  that  the  quotations  in  this  section 
are  invariably  the  lowest  net  cash  prices  actually  paid  for  large 
quantities  in  bulk,  and,  for  crude  drugs,  without  charges.  For 
fuller  particulars  see  the  article  "  Lowest  Trade  Terms  "  in  Thb 
Chemist  and  Druggist,  March  19,  1898,  p.  473.  O.i.f.  quotations 
are  for  London  unless  when  otherwise  stated. 

Buyers  of  essential  oils  are particidarly  requested  to  note  that 
low  quotations,  especially  for  Sicilian  essences,  are  rarely,  if 
ever,  accompanied  by  guarantee  of  genuineness. 


43  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. :  December  29 

ON  Tuesday  two  people  were  noticed  on  'Change,  but  it 
is  not  recorded  whether  they  did  any  business  or  not. 
Things  locked  a  little  better  on  Wednesday,  and  to-day  the 
wonted  activity  was  noticeable,  but  there  is  not  much 
doing,  although  it  is  generally  felt  that  the  year's  business 
is  closing  well  and  that  prospects  for  1899  are  good. 

We  hear  that  prices  of  tartar-materials  have  been  some- 
what easier,  but  this  is  cot  confirmed  by  the  action  of 
one  foreign  maker  of  Tartaric  acid,  who  has  this  week 
raised  his  piice  for  15  ton  lots  by  \d.  per  lb.,  making  his 
c.i.f.  price  Is.  per  lb.    Cream  of  tartar  is  very  flat.  There 
has  been  little  movement  in    Caviplwr,  the  market  being 
on  the  whole   easier,   with    Chinese   at   93s.    per  cwt., 
c.i.f.,     for     January  -  February     shipment,     and  103«. 
for    parcels   of  Japanese    near    at    hand.    The  refined- 
market    is    steady.     In    Cardamoms    a    little  business 
has  been  done,  but  ttiere  is  an  utter  absence  of  fioe  quality  of 
Mysores.    Cascara  sagrada  has  moved  up  a  little,  25s.  per 
cwt.  having  been  paid  for  a  five-ton  lot  on  the  spot,  and 
27s.  6;Z.  is  now  waated  for  ton  quantities.    Zinzibar  Cloves 
are  slightly  dearer,  with  buyers  of  March- Miy  delivery  at 
3g(^.  per  lb.    Zimmer's  brand  of  Cocaine  has  been  advanced 
to  lis.  per  oz.,  but  other  makers  quote  from  10s.  3d.  to  10s.  9;/. 
and,  although  it  is  said  that  these  prices  are  lower  than  the 
price  of  crude  cocaine,  the  fact  remains  that  second-band 
parcels   of  German-puiified  hydrochloride  are  offered  at 
10s.  per  oz  ,  on  this  market.     Culjcla  seem  on  the  eve  of  a 
move.    It  will  be  remembered  that  the  year  opened  with 
confident  prediction  of  a  big  advance  in  the  price  of  this 
drug,  but  it  did  not  come  off,  and  the  article  has  been  quite 
neglected  the  whole  year.    The  harvesting  in  Java  has  been 
stopped  (it  is  said)  owing  to  the  low  prices,  and  this  week 
buyers  have  purchased  heavily  a;  24s.  per  cwt.,  at  which 
more  is  to  be  had.    This  is  supposed  to  be  speoulative 
buying.    The  shipments  of  Cinchona  from  Ceylon  for  the 
eleven  months  endiner  November  were,  1898,  920,267  lbs. 
1897,  671,855  lbs;  1893,  1  288,711  lbs. 

Rio  Ipecacuanha,  has  sold  this  week  at  9s.  6d.  per  lb.  for  a 
ten  bale  lot  taken  "  as  it  comes"  French  Lavender-flowers  are 
reported  scarce  at  15s  per  cwt.,  and  40s.  for  hand-picked. 
Menthol  is  still  offered  at  7s.  ^d.  per  lb.  on  the  spot,  but  the 
c.i.f.  price  is  8s.  \\d.  Almond  oil  has  been  advanced  by  Id. 
per  lb.;  Is.  5d.  being  the  pressers'  price,  and  IQhd.  for 
"  persic."  Cassia  oil  has  been  in  demand  ;  75-80  per  cent, 
at  4s.  Qd.  per  lb.  spot,  and  80-85  per  cent.,  5s.  Lemongrass 
oil  is  easier,  at  2^d.  per  oz.  on  the  spot,  and  a  large  consign- 
ment is  now  landing.  In  regard  to  Olive  oil,  Messina 
advices  report  the  failure  of  the  Gioja  crop,  which  is  likely 
to  yield  only  4,000  tons,  instead  of  the  18,000  expected. 
The  oil-fly  damage  has  extended  to  Sicily,  Central 
Italy,  and  Tuscany,  all  of  which  have  also  suffered  consider- 
ably. Towards  the  middle  of  November  a  cyclone  played 
havoc  with  the  Tunisian  crop,  reports  stating  that  15,000 


olive-trees  had  been  uprooted.  In  face  of  these  reports  it  is 
not  surprising  that  prices  are  higher  than  was  expected 
three  months  ago,  and  they  are  likely  to  remain  firm.  Oil 
of  turpentine  is  now  32s.  Zd.  per  cwt.  on  this  market,  and  a 
confident  prophecy  is  that  40s.  will  yet  be  touched. 
There  has  been  no  business  in  Opium  worth  reporting 
either  on  the  spot  or  in  Constantinople  or  Smyrna. 
Quinine  is  steady,  but  unchanged  in  value,  although 
rumour  hath  it  that  1899  will  see  a  rise,  which  is  sufficiently 
vague  to  be  comforting.  The  exports  from  Java  during 
October  were  103  cases,  53  of  which  went  to  New  York, 
and  60  to  London  ;  exports  from  July  1  to  October  31  were 
499  cases.  Quinine  and  its  salts  have  been  placed  on  the 
free  list  of  the  new  Cuban  tariff.  Angostura  Tonka-beans 
(soft)  have  sold  this  week  at  3s  Zd.  per  lb. 

Hong-Kong  advices  estimate  the  crop  of  Star-anise  at 
from  2,500  to  3.O0O  piculs,  and  the  last  business  done  wa^ 
at  g50,  but  ,^49  would  now  be  accepted.  Orders  for  the- 
new  imports  of  Tragacanth  are  now  mostly  tilled,  except  in 
cases  where  importers  have  placed  their  limits  above  market 
value.  Sales  of  medium  Australian  Beeswax  of  mixed 
colours  have  been  made  at  Gl.  lOs.  per  cwt. 

Among  the  arrivals  this  week  we  notice  7  cases  aloes  from 
Aden,  75  packages  camphor  from  Japan  and  101  tubs  from 
Hamburg,  160  cases  cardamoms,  276  cinchona  from  Ceylon, 
344  bags  coca-leaves  from  Amsterdam,  61  bales  cuscus  from 
Cochin,  46  packages  gentian,  78  gum  olibanum,  16  bales 
Cartagena  ipecacuanha,  325  cases  lemongra.ss  oil  from 
Cochin,  22  cases  menthol,  29  packages  myrrh,  33  cases 
Japanese  peppermint  oil,  10  cases  quinine  from  Amsterdam, 
15  bales  rhatany,  20  bales  sarsaparilla  from  New-  York,  and 
53  bales  Tinnevelly  senna. 


Cablegrams. 

Smyrna,  December  28,  6  SO  A  m.  : — The  sales  for  the  week 
amount  to  30  cases,  including  current  talequale  at  9s.  and 
selected  at  the  equivalent  of  9s.  "hd.  per  lb,,  f.o.b.  Large 
buyers  are  expected  cn  thr>  market  shortly. 

*  *  '  * 

Hambueg,  Deceiiber  29,  11.52  A.m.: — 4  holiday  tone 
pervades  thij  market.  Menthol  is  firmer  a6  16jm. 
per  kilo.,  star-anise  oil  is  13 n,  and  turpentine  continues 
advancing,  GEg-m.  per  100  kilos,  being  the  price  to-day. 
Refined  camphor  ia  still  280m.  per  100  kilos. 

New  York,  December  29,  3.3  p.m.  : — Business  is  very 
quiet  this  week.  German  ergot  has  declined  to  30:;.  per  \\>. 
Jalap  is  >now  13-j;3.  per  lb  ,  and  golden-seal  root  is  also 
lower,  at  443.  per  Id.  Paraffin-was  has  advanced  in  price  by 
ic.  per  lb.    Pareira  brava  root  is  scarce  at  lOo.  per  lb. 


Heavy  Chemicals. 

Business  in  the  northern  lieavy-cliemical  market  durin;^  the 
present  week  lias  been  practically  at  a  standstill  owing  to  the 
holidays.  Works  in  many  cases  have  been  shut  down  in  order 
that  necessary  repairs  may  be  executed,  and  the  majority  of  con- 
sumers are  busily  engaged  in  stocktaking,  and  far  from  anxiousto 
carry  heavy  stocks  over  into  the  new  year.  Values  all  round  are 
pretty  much  as  lately  reported. 

ALK.iLi  Produce. — Caustic  soda,  although  still  low,  maintains 
a  somewhat  firmer  tendency.  Ammonia  alkali  steady  at  3/.  17.?.  6rf. 
per  ton  on  rails  over  next  year.  Bleaching-powder  steady  at 
late  rates.  Saltcake  fii-m,  at  26s.  to  27s.  per  ton  free  on  rails  in 
bulk. 

CoAL-TAK  PKOorrcTS. — Carbolic  acid  quiet  and  unchanged  ;■ 
crude,  75  per  cent.,  2.s.  4r7f7.,  and  60  per  cent.,  Is.  Wd.;  crystals, 
39-40"C.,  63fZ.,  and  34-35°C.,  %ld.  to  %Ul.  Antliracene  is  still 
low  ;  A  grade  is  quoted  Z^d.  and  B  grade  l-^d.  to  l>d.  Aniline  oil 
and  salts,  \^d.  to  \r.d.  and  ^d.  to  45^.  per  lb.  respectively,  and  iu 
better  demand.  Benzols  have  a  firmer  tendency  ;  90  and  50  per 
cent,  stand  at  OcZ.  Naphthas  firmer;  crude  30  per  cent.,  of tZ.  tO' 
4(Z.  ;  solvent  naphtha,  95  per  cent..  Is.  4r/.  ;  90  per  cent..  Is.  2d. 
Solvent-wood,  colourless,  3s.  to  3,3.  3;?. ;  and  miscible,  4.5.  to  4s.  3f?., 
according  to  quantity  Toluol,  Is.  1(Z.  to]  Is.  6(?. ;  and  Pyridine, 
4s,  9rf.  to  5s 
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Liverpool  Drug-market. 

Liverpool,  December  28. 

Owing  to  the  Cluistmas  boliJays  the  markets  wear  a  very  quiet 
appearance. 

(juMS.— There  has  been  rather  more  movement,  and  small 
business  is  reported  at  steady  prices,  but  one  or  two  important 
arrivals  will  be  offered  at  auction  in  the  early  part  of  the  new 
year. 

Borax.— Firmly  held  at  16s.  crystals,  16s.  6(7.  powder  for  refined, 
and  crude  had  sold  in  quantity  at  an  advance  of  11.  per  ton  during 
the  week. 

QuiLi,AiA-BABK. — Notwithstanding  arrivals  the  price  remains 
firm  at  17/.  10.s.  per  ton  ex  quay  for  good  thin  clean  bark. 

Wax. — Bees'  is  in  good  demand,  and  the  market  may  be  said 
to  be  cleared  of  Chilian,  as  all  available  lots  at  current  rates  have 
been  picked  up,  the  last  sale  being  made  at  6s.  15s.  per  cwt.  Fifty 
bags  of  Carnauba  (yellow)  are  reported  sold  at  50s.  per  cwt. 

Castor  Oil. — Greater  steadiness  characterises  the  a-rticle,  and 
in  good  seconds  Calcutta  an  advance  is  established,  the  current 
price  being  2  per  lb.  French  is  also  firmer  in  forward  positions, 
though  the  spot  prices  remain  quotably  unchanged.  Madras  good 
seconds  has  sold  in  quantity  at  2^,d.  268  bags  of  Brazilian  castor- 
seed  sold  at  10s.  per  cwt.  ex  store. 

German  Drug- market. 

Haniburg,  Becimber  27. 

Business  here  is  very  quiet  owing  to  the  Christmas  holi- 
days, and  prices  of  most  articles  are  unaltered. 

Camphoe  (Refined)  is  very  quiet,  and  little  doing  at  285m. 
per  100  kilos. 

Cascara  Sagrada  remains  firm  and  scarce,  with  a  fair  demand, 
at  48m.  per  100  kilos. 

CoCA-LEAVES  are  also  very  firm,  at  200m.  per  100  kilos. 

CuMiN-SEED  (Maltese),  of  new  crop,  is  held  for  66m.  per  100 
kilos,  on  the  spot. 

Ergot  of  Rye  unchanged,  and  without  Important  supplies. 

Ipecacuanha  (Rio)  quiet,  at  22m.  per  kilo. 

Cocaine  is  firm,  the  lowest  price  for  crude  being  300m.  per  100 
kilos. 

Star- ANISE  is  without  stocks ;  forward  delivery  is  210m.  per  100 
kilos. 

Oils. — Castor  is  quiet  but  steady,  first-pressing  in  barrels,  spot 
52m  ,  forward  485m.  per  100  kilos. ;  star-anise  dull,  at  12Tm.  per 
kilo,  from  end  of  December  ;  Russian  anise  steady,  at  13;jm  per 
kilo. ;  cajuput  easier,  at  85m.  to  83m.  per  case;  Japanese  pepper- 
znint  steady,  at  Ihm.  per  kilo. 


Potash  Allowances. 

On  and  after  January  1,  1399,  the  fixed  London  sclling- 
allowances  on  American  and  Canadian  pot  and  pearl  ashes 
will  be  actual  tare  only  and  no  draft.  For  some  time  there 
has  been  a  want  of  unanimity  on  this  question,  and  ofcen 
the  lowest  price  was  not  synonymous  with  the  cheapest, 
owing  to  difference  in  tare-allowance;  but  this  will  be 
obviated  in  future. 

Camphor, 

We  have  on  several  occasions  called  attention  to  the 
■extremely  rebellious  condition  of  the  southern  portion  of 
Formosa,  and  now  we  hear  that  this  deplorable  condition 
not  only  continues,  but  latterly  the  doings  of  tbe  banditti 
have  been  so  savage  that  many  parts  of  the  country  have 
become  quite  deserted  and  the  roads  impassable.  The  effect 
of  this  upon  the  camphor  industry  has  been  disastrous,  the 
-exports  of  crude  camphor  from  Tainan  during  the  first  six 
months  of  this  year  amounting  to  only  730  piculs,  the  total 
exports  last  year  having  been  3,067  piculs,  as  compared  with 
12  157  piculs  in  1894.  The  Japanese  officials  have  done 
their  utmost  to  prevent  the  development  of  the  industry,  their 
•object  being  appareil,tly  to  take  it  out  of  British  and  German 
houses,  and  put  it  in  the  hands  of  the  Japanese  merchaats. 
Already  the  effectof  the  restrictions  has  been  dearly  paid  for 
by  European  consumers  of  camphor,  but  to  our  compatriots 
in  Formosa  it  is  a  much  more  serious  matter,  they  having 
•dr'ipped  a  large  amount  of  money  in  the  industry,  And  they 
appear  at  present  to  be  quite  unsupported  by  the  British  and* 
German  Governments.  Our  last  advicfes  from  Hong-Kong, ' 
dated  November  26,  report  that  the  previous  two  weeks  bad. 
been  the  busiest  for  a  long  time,  sales  of  Formosa^ 
camphor  amounting  to  4  000  cases  having  been  madd 
for  December-January  shipment  to  Europe  at  ^49. 55 
to    ^54    per   picul      The    stock    remaining    in  Hong- 


Kong  unsold  was  at  the  date  mentioned  2  000  cases. 
We  learn  from  a  Hong-Kong  source  that  the  Japanese 
Government  propose  to  spend  sixty  million  yen  on  the 
development  of  Formosa.  Half  of  the  amount  is  to  be 
appropriated  for  railways  and  ten  million  yen  for  harbours. 
This  is  the  first  reasonable  scheme  of  reform  which  has  been 
brought  forward,  and  it  should  have  much  influence  on  the 
development  of  the  island,  especially  in  reducing  the 
brigandage  which  has  had  so  bad  an  influence  upon  the 
camphor-distilling  industry. 

Cardamoms  in  Travancore. 

Aleppi  or  wild  cardamoms  are  nearly  all  consumed  in  the 
State  as  a  mild  substitute  for  tobacco  and  betel-nut.  In  the 
Travancore  hills  the  cardamom  grows  spontaneously  in  the 
deep  shade  of  the  forest.  It  is  a  perennial  plant,  which 
grows  to  a  height  of  from  6  to  10  feet  and  throws  out  at 
the  roots  the  long  shoots  that  bear  the  pods.  The  cultiva- 
tion of  cardamoms  in  Travancore  has  hitherto  been  entirely 
in  native  hands.  The  owners  of  the  gardens,  early  in  the 
season,  come  up  from  the  low  country  east  of  the  ghats,  cut 
the  brushwood  and  burn  the  creepers,  and  otherwise  clear 
the  soil  for  the  growth  of  the  plants  as  soon  as  the  rains  fall. 
In  the  rains  the  cardamom-gardens  are  terribly  malarious, 
and  the  planters  accordingly  disappear.  They  then  como 
back  to  gather  the  cardamoras  when  they  ripen,  about 
October  or  November.  Until  last  year  the  growth  of 
cardamoms  was  a  Travancore  State  monopoly,  and  the  ryot 
owners  of  the  gardens  had  to  deliver  the  whole  of  their  crop 
to  officers  appointed  by  the  State,  the  value  of  the  ryofs 
share  being  paid  in  money,  according  to  the  prices  realised. 
The  monopoly  system  involved  the  State  in  a  good  deal  of 
trouble,  and  it  has  been  abolished  in  respect  of  the  greater 
portion  of  the  cardamom-gardens,  a  system  of  land-tax 
taking  its  place.  The  result  has  been  satisfactory,  as  the 
j  industry  for  the  year  has  yielded  a  surplus  of  27,242r., 
against  a  deficit  of  7,195r.  during  the  preceding  year.  But 
European  tea  and  coffee  planters  have  now  come  on  the 
scene,  and  are  encroaching  upon  the  cardamom-ground,  but 
the  malarious  condition  may  prevent  them  quite  ex- 
tinguishing the  cardamom-industry.  And  coffee  and 
cardamoms  are  to  go  together;  indeed,  we  hear  that  next 
year  in  North  Travancore  2.000  acres  are  to  be  opened  up 
and  planted  with  these  two  things. 


domino  ]£vent6. 


Monday,  January  2. 

Sociefi/  of  Chentical  Indnstrtj  (London  Section),  Burlington 
House,  Piccadilly,  at  8  P.M.  Mr.  O.  Guttmanu  ou  "  Safetj' 
Explosives." 

Tuesday,  January  3. 

Roijal  Institution  of  Great  Britain,  Albemarle  Street,  \V'.,  at 
3  v.M.  Sir  R.  S.  Ball  on  "  Astronomy  "  (IV).  The  lectures 
are  adapted  for  young  people,  and  will  be  continued  on 
Thursday  and  Saturday. 

Bradford  and  District  Chemists'  Association,  the  County 
Restaurant.    "  Plant  Gossip,''  by  Mr.  \V.  West. 

Wednesday,  January  4. 

Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association,  Mason  College,  Birmin?- 
ham.  Discussion  on  the  new  B.P.,  opened  •  by  Mr.  F.  H. 
Alcock. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association.  Cinderella  dance  at  tlie 
Portmau  Rooms,  Baker  Street,  W.  Dancing  to  commence  at 
7.30  P.ii. 

Thursday,  January  5. 

Liverpool  Pharmaceutical  Students' Socii-ti/,  6  Sandon  Terrace, 
Upper  Duke  Street,  at  8.30  p.m.  Brevities,  a  number  of  short 
l^apers  by  several  members. 


'Chemists' Assistants'  Association. — Third  Cinderella  oa  January 
4. '  Session  resumes  on  January  27. 

Sritish-  Vptical  Association. — The  next  examinations  will  be 
hsld  in  Majichestcr  on  January  26,  and  in  London  in  the  last  week 
of  February.  The  Association  intend  holding  an  exhibition  of- 
optical  iustruments  in  the  near  future. 


